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PREFACE, 



Iw the multitude of books on religious topics 
which emanate from the press, is there one, it 
may be asked, which a plain unlearned man 
may take up for the purpose of instructing 
himself in systematic theology ? Single trea- 
tises on every branch of this most important 
science abound ; and valuable critical works, 
embracing the whole subject, are in the hands 
of every student; but the book which the 
general reader demands, is some plain and 
uncontroversial body of Divinity, which may 
lead him on, step by step, in one continuous 
and connected course of instruction, suited to 
simple comprehensions, and free from that 
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depth of learning in which the purely critical 
or scientific works on dogmatic theology 
abound. 

It must be confessed, that system is too 
much neglected in religious instruction. Ad- 
mu^able discourses are delivered from the 
pulpit ; and the whole scheme of salvation is, 
doubtless, unfolded before most congregations ; 
but this is done, generally, without order 
in the arrangement of topics which have a 
necessary connection with, and bearing upon 
each other. All method in conununicating 
truth is discarded, and a hap-hazard system 
has been adopted, which, however grateful it 
may be to those who desire merely to hear an 
eloquent discourse, or listen to a piquant dis- 
quisition on some favourite dogma, fails in that 
most essential purpose of a preached Grospel, 
which is to build up the believer in his faith. 

What is true of sermons, applies equally to 
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FBBFACE. IX 

books. The press labours ever in the produc- 
tion of sound and valuable Divinity, but yet 
little adapted to give the reading class, now 
constituting so large a portion of the people, a 
full, comprehensive view of that Gospel, which 
all desire should be spread abroad, and well 
understood. 

To meet, in a measure, this want, has given 
origin to the present volume. A system of 
theology it would be presumptuous to term it, 
as many subjects, which a work of that descrip- 
tion would embrace, are excluded ; but, as fiur 
as it goes, systematic instruction is aimed at, 
which it is hoped will be found sufficient to aid 
the efforts of any reader, who desires to acquaint 
himself with the scheme of salvation in its 
relative connection. 

But, while leading the mind on by continuous 
steps fipom doctrine to doctrine, the writer has 
not &iled to deduce from the truths enunciated. 
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PBEFAGE. 



such practical lessons as the topics severally 
suggest. Sound theology can be of no value 
to the man, whose life and affections are unin- 
fluenced by its truths; and when religious 
instruction in the doctrine of Christ results not 
in the improvement of the soul, its tendency is 
to swell the recipient with conceit, or afford 
him a broader basis for self-righteousness. 

Still, practical instruction, while valuable 
and e^ential, is rarely followed by the desired 
result, where it is not advanced as a deduction 
from doctrine. Uprightness of conduct must 
be the consequence of Christian truth, or it is 
of little value as a social virtue, and is utterly 
valueless as a religious obligation; therefore, 
has it been the writer's object, to make the 
instruction of the heart to follow closely upon 
the instruction of the head, and from every doc- 
trine discussed, to distil such lessons as might, 
without violence, be extracted therefrom. 
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FBEFACE. XI 

In the examination of the several doctrinal 
subjects which are discussed in this work, 
controverted points are brought before the 
reader, as far as possible, free from polemic 
heat ; the object of the writer being rather to 
establish the inquirer, than to convert; the 
sceptic. The articles of £dth are stated, and 
the foundations upon which they rest are 
shown ; but, this is done for the purpose of 
furnishing the believer with that defensive 
armour, which, in these days of mental pro- 
gress, may be necessary in his conflicts with 
the opponents of Christianity. The Christian 
must be ready, at all times, to give a reason for 
the hope that is in him, and especially is such 
vigilance needed now, when some of our long- 
cherished opinions are questioned ; and truths 
which have had the sanction of ages, are 
disputed or denied, not only by the open 
•adversaries of Christianity, but by its professed 
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friends and admirers. Still, be it observed, 
that the purpose of the writer is not to settle 
controversies, or remove difficulties, but to 
lead the humble inquirer from Sinai to Zion — 
from the law to the Gospel, and then to show 
him the broad foundation which is laid for 
that hope which rests upon a Covenant God ; 
and if this results in leading one sinner to 
Christ, or in giving comfort to any tried 
believer, his object will be gained, and God 
shall be glorified. 



TUOBT ViGARAOB, 1860. 
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OUE COVENANT GOD. 



CHAPTER I. 
THE HOLINESS OF OUR COVENANT GOD. 



« Thou only art holy." 

Gloria in excdsis. 

As a beKef in God's existence is the foundation of all 
religion, so is the knowledge of His holiness essential 
to the completeness of any systematic gospel instruction. 
Christianity is a remedial measure ; but as such it 
would never be received or valued by man, were he 
not made conscious of his sinfulness ; and this conscious- 
ness he can only obtain by surveying himself in the 
light of a holy law. 

A knowledge of the law, however, cannot be obtained 
without a knowledge of the lawgiver. We may know 
that a law has been delivered, but until we are made 
acquaiQted with the purity of its source, we can 
have no right and proper conception of its intrinsic 
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excellence ; and, therefore, I deem it necessary, at the 
threshold of this treatise, to place before the eye of 
any who may peruse it, a view, faint indeed, of God's 
holiness, that the sinner may see the perfection to 
which he must stretch, if in his own righteousness he 
would dare to appear before God to claim the reward 
of merit ; and perceive that, if salvation be the aim, 
even, of the best, it must be sought, not in the way of 
his own- works, but in the free and sovereign clemency 
of a sin-pardoning and all-merciful Redeemer. 

As all God's attributes are predicable from His 
nature, we might simply argue that He must be holy 
in order to be perfect ; but that we may see the Divine 
holiness to the extent that finite creatures are permitted 
to behold it, I shall proceed to examine those properties 
which distinguish it from the holiness of all inferior 
intelligences. 

First, — we are to understand that God is essentially 
holy — or, that holiness is necessary to His existence ; 
which is not the law of any other being. Creatures 
may exist, though deprived even of the small resem- 
blance they possess to the Divine nature. Angels, 
once holy, are now devils ; and man, though made 
after the similitude of God, if not found among the 
redeemed, shall be thrust down into that eternal prison 
where "Ae that is unjust let him he unjust still, and he 
which is filthy let him be filthy still" (Rev. xxii. 11). 

The holiness of creatures, because it is superadded 
to their nature, can be taken from them without their 
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destruction ; but this is not so with God. If we deny 
TTiTTi this attribute, we destroy Him; for without it He 
cannot be perfect ; and if not perfect, He cannot be 
infinite ; and if not infinite, He ceases to be the supreme 
God ; and we must look higher than Himself for some 
other, and greater being, from whom His own existence 
is derived. Holiness is, therefore, a quality absolutely 
necessary to the Divine nature ; and one which con- 
stitutes the glory and beauty of that nature ; hence, 
God is emphatically called, " The holy (me^^ (Isaiah 
xl. 25) ; ^^Soly and Reverend is Mia name/' (Ps. cxi. 9). 
Secondly, — God is perfectly holy. We speak of the 
perfection of inferior creatures, but when we do so, all 
that is meant is comparative perfection. Job was said 
to be a perfect man, but his imperfection required to be 
corrected by heavy chastisements. St. Paul speaks of 
believers as perfect (Phil. iii. 15), and recommends the 
same perfection to others (2 Cor. xiii. 11) ; but holiness 
is never completed in the saints below, and even in 
glory it will not be perfect in the sense in which it is 
perfect in God. We cannot suppose that the most 
perfect creature is raised above the power of temptation, 
or rendered incapable of sinning by reason of any 
independent property of his nature. Adam fell from 
his state of purity, and even angels have fallen ; but 
God's holiness is perfect, therefore He cannot sin ; He 
cannot even be tempted with evil (Jam. i. 13). His 
nature, unlike ours, is perfectly pure ; therefore can it 
be said of Him with truth, " There is none holy as the 

b2 
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Lordr (1 Sam. li. 2) ; " Whx> is like unto Thee, glorious 
in holiness V (Ex. xv. 11). 

Thirdly, — God is infinitely holy. The holiness of 
creatures is limited by their being; angels, though 
formed and fashioned long anterior to man, have not 
always existed. There was a time when they were not, 
and consequently all their properties are finite ; but 
this is not the nature of God, or His perfections. What 
He now is He ever was, and shall be always. Nothing 
can be added to His nature at any time which He did 
not from eternity possess ; therefore must He have been 
always holy. If God is the Infinite, all His perfections 
must be infinite ; and therefore to His holiness there 
can be no limits. It cannot be measured. Its vastness 
can never be discovered. It has had no beginning, and 
can have no end. It was not by degrees attained, as is 
the holiness of angels and men, for that would imply 
limitation, and, consequently, imperfection ; but as it 
now is, so has it ever been, and ever must be, un- 
bounded as His infinite being. 

Fourthly, — God's holiness is immutable. All created 
excellence is changeable, and may not be to-morrow 
what it is to-day. In some it advances, from others it 
recedes. A virtuous man may become vicious, and we 
know that even angels have fallen from their high 
estate. And, as on earth, we may advance from one 
degree of perfection to another, so, is there reason to 
believe, do the spirits of the just in heaven, go on from 
glory to glory ; and as their capacities for happiness 
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and holiness enlarge, do they oontinne to drink deeper 
and deeper draughts from the never-failing fountaia of 
all excellence. 

But, unlike the holiness of His creatures, that of 
Qt)d is unchangeable. As His perfections are infinite, 
it is impossible that they can either advance or retro- 
grade. God cannot become more or less holy, for 
in Him " is no variableness, neither shadow of turn- 
ing,^ (Jam. i. 17), Man changes, but God changes 
not. The holiest angel is not, by any innate power, 
placed beyond the possibility of sinning ; but God can 
never sin. It is impossible that He can do wrong; 
therefore, of His holiness, as of every other attribute. 
He can say, "/am the Lord, I change not^* (MaL iiL 6) 

Lastly,— God is the fountain of holiness. As the 
supreme Jehovah is essentially, perfectly, infinitely, 
and immutably holy, so is He the spring whence flows the 
holiness of angels and of men. To His people, the 
Lord says, " Ye shall he holy, for I am holy^^ (Lev. 
xi. 44). Of the saints, it is said, they are partakers 
of God's holiness, (Heb. xii. 10) ; and of the Divine 
nature, (2 Pet. i. 4). And as on earth they reflect the 
inmge of God, so will they in glory ; for ^^when He 
shall appear we shall he like Him,^^ (1 John iii. 2). "u4« 
we have home the image of the earthy, we shall also 
bear the image of the Heavenly, ^^ (1 Cor. xv. 49) ; and 
therefore, with the Psalmist, each may exclaim, " JT 
shaU he satisfied when J awake with Thy likeness,^^ 
(Ps. xvii. 16>. 
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How vastly superior, then, is God's holiness to that 
of any inferior creature ; for, while the highest seraph 
who shines in the Divine presence is only holy because 
he is made so, and pennitted to continue so, the Lord 
is the fountain whence flows that holiness which is 
communicated to the saints, and from which they 
derive all that is beautiful in their heavenly natures. 
"Were God not holy, there could be no virtue in men 
or angels ; for all that we behold in them of holiness 
has come from Him whose heart is an ever-flowing 
spring of virtuous thought and pure desire. From 
eternity He has supplied, and throughout eternity He 
will continue to supply, the holiness of His saints ; and 
though angels and men draw, and continue to draw, all 
that they possess or need of this grace from Him, the 
eternal fountain whence it flows can never be ex- 
hausted. 

Having regarded the Divine holiness in the light of 
God's nature, we may now glance at it from other 
points of view ; for though, with our finite power of 
understanding, it is impossible to perceive and com- 
prehend the full glory of the Godhead, a limited 
knowledge of the Divine nature and perfections is within 
our reach. We cannot know all, but we may discover 
in part the beauty of holiness, as we see it reflected 
from inferior beings, or as we flnd it exhibited in the 
word, and moral government of God. 

Of the nature of that Divine image in which man 
was created, we may distinguish a little by looking at 
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its remains, of which there axe traces still ; for though 
man has woefully fallen from his original purity, the 
wreck is not so complete as to efface altogether the 
beautiftd proportions of the original structure. There 
is no individual man who has, united in his character, 
all virtue ; but there is scarcely one in whom may not 
be detected some single atom of his original moral 
constitution — defaced indeed by sin — but lovely even 
in its fallen state ; and if we examine mankind in the 
aggregate, scattered throughout the mass, there may 
be discovered enough of virtuous principle to enable us 
to conceive what excellence there was in that being in 
whom were united all these elements; — not then 
defaced and obscured, but shining ia all the glory with 
which they came fresh from the breast of God. Easy 
would it be to collect facts from the history of mankind, 
to shew how much there still remains of Adam's pure 
being, even in our fallen state. What beautiful exhi- 
bitions have, from time to time, been made of love, in 
all the forms in which it could be displayed. How 
many are the recorded instances of integrity, gratitude, 
kindness, forbearance, mercy, and friendship P While 
in our own immediate circles, how constantly do we 
meet with persons whose gentleness of temper, amia- 
bility of disposition, and nobleness of character, at 
once commend them to our hearts. It was something 
worthy of love in the young ruler which elicited the 
love of Christ (Mark x. 21) ; and something there is 
in gentleness of spirit, meekness, truthfulness, and 
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contentmenty wUch at once commands our admiration 
and approval. 

Then, if we are forced to admire and approve that 
which we must acknowledge is both diminished and 
defective, it is easy to imagine the rapture with which 
we shonld have beheld it, even in its limited proportion, 
as seen in man before his fall. In Adam were con- 
centrated all human virtues. Every moral beauty 
which we now find scattered throughout the aggregate 
of mankiud formed a constituent of his lovely character, 
and blended in one condensed point of dazzling and 
pure Ught. Who can look upon such a picture without 
a feeling of intense admiration P and who can con- 
template Adam in his innocence as God's moral image, 
or regard the loveliness of his character, though but a 
faint reflection of God's perfect holiness, without 
acknowledging the purity of that Divine fountain 
whence flowed so beautiful and pleasing a stream P 

But, from this glimpse of God's moral character, 
which we obtain by the examination of our own, let us 
turn to the more direct proo& of the Divine holiness 
afforded by the Word. 

Of positive testimony to theexistenceof this perfection. 
Scripture is fiill. Every book, yea almost every page, 
has, stamped upon it, this truth. We are told by David, 
that ^' the Lord is righteous in all Sis ways, and holy in 
all Sis ivorks" (Ps. cxlv. 17). By Himself, through 
Moses, he says, "/ the Lord your God am holy,** 
(Lev. xix. 2) ; and again, by Isaiah, ^^lam the Lord 
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your holy one" (Isaiah xliii. 16). Solomon says, 
" Every word of God is pure,'^ (Pro. xxx. 5). Han- 
nali exdaims, " There is none holy as the Lord," 
(1 SanL iL 2). Moses asks, '^ Who is like unto Thee, 
Lord, — glorious in holiness?" (Ex. xv. 11). And 
lastly, the saints, who have overcome the beast, shall 
sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the 
song of the Lamb, saying, '^ Qreat and marvellous are 
Thy works. Lord God Almighty ; Just and true are 
Thy ways thou King of saints. Who shall not fear 
Thee, Lord, and glorify Thy name? for Thou only art 
holy," (Eev. xv. 3, 4). 

But passing by many other direct proofe of God's 
holiness, we are arrested by one passage of more than 
ordinary sublimity ; which not only clearly establishes 
the doctrine, but does so in connection with circum- 
stances which give additional force to its declaration. 

When Jehovah, the Lord of Hosts, was seen by His 
servant Isaiah, high and Ufted up on His glorious 
throne, and filling the temple with His train, the bright 
seraphim, shiuiug in the dazzling beauty of their own 
pure natures, were heard to sing this antiiiem of praise, 
" ffoly. Holy, Holy is the Lor^d of Hosts, the whole 
earth is full of His glory" (Is. vi. 3). 

Had this praise been sung by beings whose natures 
were corrupt, whose mental powers were defective, and 
who could not, therefore, estimate the value of that 
exalted perfection it commends, we should not regard 
it as conclusive evidence of the Divine excellence. 
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Had this praise been bestowed by man, it would have 
been of Kttle worth, as a proof of God's exalted holi- 
ness ; for man's estimate of this perfection is derived 
only fix)m the contemplation of its wreck, as exhibited 
in the ruins of his own fallen nature ; and this exhibi- 
tion, even though beautiftd in its fragments, would 
afford, as we have seen, but a faint conception of what 
it is in a perfect and sinless being. But here the 
praise of God's holiness is sung, not by men, but by 
holy beings — angels who have never left their first 
estate — ^pure spirits who surround the throne of glory 
— ^beiags as perfect as their capacities will permit them 
to be, and who, though far below God in the degree of 
their holiness, are as superior to the most perfect man 
in the extent of their moral perfections, as in their 
intellectual, immortal, and spiritual natures. 

What, then, is the testimony of these mighty spirits 
who are ever in the presence of Jehovah, watching His 
acts, and waiting to do HiswillP What is the burden 
of the anthem which they sang before the throne, and 
which was heard reverberating through the wide do- 
main of the blessed P what, but a willing tribute to the 
infinite holiness of the Supreme. In the eye of these 
pure spirits, there was nothing holy so worthy of praise. 
Among the bright and beautiful seraphs — among the 
spirits of the just made perfect, there was not one 
deserving such a tribute. Even the glory of angels 
was dim, when shining in the light of Jehovah's ex- 
cellence. God was the central sun around which they 
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revolved — ^Hifi light they received, and His glory they 
delighted to reflect. 

The testimony of these seraphs is, therefore, the 
most weighty and convincing that could be adduced. 
It is fdlL It is complete. It is direct. It is that of 
witnesses who were, of all others, most capable of 
forming a right judgment of the case ; and it is the 
willing record of beings, whose veracity can never be 
impugned. Well, therefore, was it, that those celestial 
spirits veQed their faces before Him, who was thrice 
holy in their estimation ; well also may the Church, 
with the same exalted perfection before her, exclaim in 
the fervid language of praise : *' All the earth doth 
worship Thee, the Father everlasting. To Thee all 
angels cry aloud, the heavens, and all the powers 
therein, To Thee cherubim and seraphim continually 
do cry, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Sabaoth. Heaven 
and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory." And 
well may the Psahnist sing, when contemplating the 
perfection of Jehovah, ^'Mj/ mouth shall speak the 
praise of the Lord; and let all flesh bless Sis holy 
name for ever and everJ^ (Ps. cxlv. 21). 

Then, if this is the nature of God, we not only expect 
to discover in Him a lover of holiness, but the promoter 
of all that is good, and pure, and excellent. We do 
not look for a being who is simply holy, but one who 
is ever urged by active benevolence to spread blessings 
around Him— one, not wrapped up in the contempla- 
tion of His own perfection, but who desires to behold 
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in others that which has so largely contributed to His 
happiness — one, who not only will admire holiness 
where He beholds it in the natures of angels and men, 
but by the exercise of His power is determined to 
*^ purify tmto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
uxyrksr (Tit. ii. 14). 

That this is the grand purpose of God in all His 
dealings with mankind, we have the most ample proof. 
We see it both in the law and in the gospel ; we be- 
hold it in His goodness, long-suffering, and patience ; 
we see it in His providential mercies, and discern it in 
His heavy judgments. This it is my purpose to shew ; 
and I trust I shall be able to do so, for the help of 
the doubting, and the comfort of all who may kindly 
favour these pages with a perusal. 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



CHAPTER II. 
THE COYESANT OF WOBKS. 



" Lord have mercy upon qb, and write all these Thy laws upon 
our hearts, we beseech Thee.** 

ComTnunum, 

In order that we may clearly tinderstand the nature 
of the law^ it was first necessary to have a right con- 
ception of the law-giver, and this I have attempted to 
arrive at in the preceding chapter. It was not requisite 
that I should enter very fiilly into the examination of 
God's holiness, hut simply to glance at the subject, and 
rapidly sketch the features of that lovely perfection. 
I write, not to convince the sceptic, hut to guide the 
mind of the inquirer after truth. 

As in the former chapter I endeavoured plainly and 
shortly to describe the excellence, glory, and beauty of 
God's infinite holiness, I now propose to do the same 
by His holy law, deducing from what was there said, 
both the reasonableness and excellency of the Divine 
government. 

All the creatures of God are under His control, and 
subject to laws which He has enacted for their good, 
and His glory. All inanimate things, and all irrational 
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creatures are as mucli under the govenmient of God 
as are angels and men ; but they, being irrational, and 
consequently without freedom of will and responsi- 
bility, are governed by laws peculiar to their condition 
— laws stamped upon their very nature, against which 
they cannot rebel. These, in the government of in- 
animate things, we term natural laws ; and in that of 
irrational creatures, instincts : but with them, however 
useful and interesting it might be to observe their 
excellence, we have nothing to do; neither does it 
behove us to inquire into the state of angels or spirits, 
who are as much under Divine law as ourselves. 

Avoiding, then, any discussion of the laws of nature, 
and of those by which we may suppose angels are 
governed, let us confine our attention to that law which 
concerns ourselves — God's moral government of man, 
which I shall endeavour to show is based .upon prin- 
ciples which are holy, just, and good. (Rom. vii. 12). 

As all inferior creatures are without understanding 
or a rational will, their obedience was made, as was said, 
compulsory, so that they cannot defeat the design of 
God in their creation ; but for the government of man 
a different law was required. God had made him a 
reasonable creature, and furnished hiTn with a will to 
act as it pleased him to do ; he was made a free agent, 
and had fuU liberty bestowed upon him. There was, 
oonsequentiy, nothing to prevent him from choosing 
evil, and pursuing that course of action which would 
not only jar with God's holiness, but defeat His merciful 
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designs^ and, therefore, in order to maintain the uni- 
formity of the Divine government, and fulfil God's own 
great and glorious purpose in our creation, there was a 
necessity for the law. It was needful that man should 
be told what was required of him, that he might be, 
not only restrained from doing anything which would 
be offensive to the pure nature of God, but also con- 
strained, not by any arbitrary compulsion of his will, 
but by motives addressed to his understanding and 
heart, to fulfil the end of his being. 

Then, if such a government of man was necessary in 
his state of purity and innocence — ^if a law was then 
required to preserve him from dangers into which his 
free, but weak will and understanding might plunge 
him, — ^how much more is it needed now, when by the 
corruption of his nature he is not only ever prone to 
run a downward course, but alas ! has already done so. 

But the law was necessary also to convince us of 
our moral delinquency. (Rom. vii. 7). Of the woeful 
condition into which we are brought, we should be in 
total ignorance, but for the law. Without that mirror 
faithfully to reflect every blot upon our souls, how could 
we know what sinners we are ? and without the know- 
ledge of God's wiU to guide us in the way of holiness, 
how could we ever hope to return from our wandering P 
we should but walk in a vain shadow, and grope as in 
midnight darkness. 

We have now seen the necessity of the law ; and 
may, therefore, proceed to examine its excellence. 
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St. Paul says of the law, that it is holy, just, and 
good, (Eom. yii. 12) ; and that this is a true descrip- 
tion of it, we may be certain if we consider, in the first 
place, its origin. The great legislator to whose wisdom 
we owe the law, is God ; hence its excellence. 

A human law-giver, however wise and admirable his 
understanding might be, could not have given us a 
perfect code of laws for our moral government ; because 
man is an imperfect creature, whose wisdom is foolish- 
ness, and whose heart is corrupt. Neither was on 
angel, however exalted in wisdom and purity, qualified 
to construct a standard of righteousness, inasmuch as he 
is also an imperfect being, depending upon God for all 
his excellence ; and though eminently wise, yet limited 
in the power of his understanding. 

Only an infinitely wise and holy being could construct 
a perfect law, because He alone could understand the 
fiill meaning of perfection ; and such a being is God, 
who is infinite in all His attributes — ^whose wisdom is 
boundless, and whose holiness is unfathomable. 

He whose will must choose necessarily and invariably 
what is morally good, and reject what is morally evil, 
could not give us any directions but such as are holy, 
and this is the nature of the law ; it is holy as God is 
holy, just as God is just, and good as God is good. In 
it we behold, when taking the widest and most spiritual 
view of its demands, the transcript of God's mind — 
the very picture of His moral character : and if we 
would be perfect as our Father which is in heaven is 
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perfect — if we would faithfully follow the example of 
oxir blessed Redeemer, and be like him in all things, we 
must take His holy law as our guide, study its nature, 
explore its depths, and then obey it, by bringing every 
thought, desire, imagination, and action up to the full 
meajsure of its demands. 

Again, we discover that the law is holy, just, and 
good in its spirituality. The wisest human laws can 
do no more than glance at the outward actions of men, 
and check those open manifestations of vice which 
result from an inward corruption ; therefore, as it is 
from the heart, as from an unclean fountain, that the 
streams of wickedness arise — as the action which the 
laws of man regard, has its origin in the mind of the 
sinner — that inaccessible abode of corruption, which 
they cannot reach, they can have no power as a moral 
remedy, they may restrain, but cannot cure; they 
display to us the evil of our outward acts, but make no 
effort to cleanse the fountain whence they spring. 

But God'i^ law is spiritual. Emanating from a 
Spiritual Being, it is also spiritual, and must be 
spiritually obeyed. It does not take a superficial glance 
at human vice, but dives down into that deep and 
secret place whence the foul stream proceeds. It does 
not tell us to purify the outside, that we may make a 
decent appearance before the eyes of our fellow men, 
but teaches us to make our hearts pure in the sight of 
God, and to be as watchful over our thoughts and 
desires, as we are over our outward conduct. It re- 

c 
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quires us to be holy, and pure, and blameless, not only 
in the midst of men, and in the broad glare of day, but 
when no human eye is upon us — even in the deepest 
solitude, and when alone with God. 

In this we must see at once the superiority of God's 
law, inasmuch that it, alone, is calculated to make men 
virtuous. Human laws can restrain the vicious actions 
of men only so long as they hold over them the rod ; 
but as God's law aims its blow at the source of evil, 
and is a corrector of the thoughts and desires, its 
effect must be to restrain the evil workings of our 
corrupt natures ere they are developed into sinful acts. 

As the law is good in its nature so is it also in its 
object. 

If we consider the mere letter of the law, we must 
be struck with the wisdom which, in so small a 
compass, has embraced so much that is calculated to 
make man virtuous and happy. The law displays a 
knowledge of the heart, which none could have 
possessed but the Divine lawgiver. It strikes at every 
sin which man can commit, or which the imagination 
most prolific in vice could invent. It wages an un- 
compromising warfare with all that darkens and 
degrades the human soul. 

But to observe how fully it is calculated under 
favorable circumstances to effect its object, we must 
look deeper than the surface of the Decalogue, and 
regard the grand principle upon which it is based. 

The law is a law of love. In the supreme and 
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hearty love of God and man consists the whole of our 
obligations ; and if we could possibly guard our hearts 
against the violation of this principle, we should never 
be guilty of offending the one or of injuring the other. 
The love of God would lead us to venerate His holy 
name, to glorify Him in all our actions, to obey His 
righteous win, and to endeavour, in everything we do, 
to honour, serve, and please Him ; while the love of 
man would make us carefiil not to injure him by act, 
or word, or thought, to seek his welfare, to consult his 
interest, and in all the transactions of life to do unto 
others as we would they should do unto us, (Matt, 
xxii. 40). But 0, what a breadth of love the law 
requires ! Not such an affection as we are wont to 
bestow — not such a cold and lifeless principle as that 
which pervades our breast will satisfy its demand ; but, 
according to our capacity, love like that which God 
himself possesses, such love as that which bears with 
our infirmities, seeks our welfare, pities our ignorance, 
endures our rebellion, and never fails, notwithstanding 
our unworthiness, to preserve our lives, to provide for 
our wants, and to offer unto us pardon and peace. 
Such love as the law demands must be an undivided 
affection. With all our heart and soul and mind, must 
we love God. And we must love our neighbour as 
ourselves, (Luke x. 27), which love, if we could possess 
it, would prove the most effectual incentive to virtue, 
inasmuch as it would necessarily lead to the constant 
fulfilment of every duty from pleasure and choice. 

c2 
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But now, we must look, lastly, for the excellence of 
the law, at its actual operation. To whom, however, 
shall we turn our eye to behold an example of impHcit 
obedience ? If we examine the best of men by this 
high standard, we must hang down our heads with 
shame, for we then see how far short of the uprightness 
it requires, aU have fallen, and how true is the saying, 
" there is none rigkteousy no not onCy^ (Rom. iii. 10). 

But, though we cannot discover one man who has 
kept the law, God has given us a pattern of perfect 
obedience in His Son, who took our nature, and 
became subject unto the law that He might obey it; 
and ! what beauty of righteousness do we witness in 
Him I He was, indeed, holy, harmless, imdeffled, and 
separate from sinners, (Heb. vii. 26). The most 
ardent love of God, and the most intense love of man 
pervaded His soul, and influenced His acts. This 
brought Him down from a throne to a manger. This 
induced Him to lay aside His glory, and descend to a 
state of humiliation. This prompted Him to submit to 
suffering, sorrow, pain, poverty, disgrace, and death, 
without a murmur; and though He paid the fiill 
penalty of a broken law, though the sins of myriads 
were heaped upon Him, and though, as a portion of 
His bitter cup, He lost for a season, the countenance of 
God, He could still exclaim, " Father, not my mlly but 
thine be done J' (Luke xxii. 42). 

In Christ Jesus, alone, we behold the nature and 
character of obedience ; and whether we regard the 
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lessons of morality which He taught^ or the example of 
virtue He exhibited, we possess the most lovely picture 
of a righteous man, and the most beautiful exhibition 
of the excellence of that Divine law which was His 
rule of life. 

Such is the law, — that code which a holy God has 
given man as his guide to righteousness. Here we 
have a picture of the Divine character ; and herein we 
see to what an amazing height that man must soar, 
who, in the pride of his heart, is looking for favour on 
the ground of his merits. Obey the law, and thou, 
self-righteous man, shalt have the promised reward ; 
but remember that it comes to thee with a stem, 
uncompromising demand of unqualified submission. 
It will be satisfied with nothing short of perfect 
obedience, such as thy nature can render. In thought, 
imagination, desire, and act, thou must reach the 
standard it proposes ; and to be safe from the penalty 
of disobedience, thou must never have omitted one 
duty it requires, and never have committed one trans- 
gression it forbids. Christ did thus honour the law ; 
and if thou art to be justified by it — ^if thou wilt stake 
thy soul's eternal safety upon thy conformity to its 
demands — ^Uke Him thou must obey. Thou must be 
holy as He was holy, just as He was just, and good as 
He was good, or thou art lost ; for, saith the Spirit, 
*' Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do them.^^ 
(Gal. iii. 10). 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



CHAPTER III. 
MAN'S VIOLATION OF THE COVENANT OF WORKS, 



"We have offended against Thy holy laws." 

General Confessioru 

It was the merciful design of the holy God, that man 
should be holy also ; and therefore, when he was 
created, he was made in the Divine likeness ; the 
nature of Jehovah was stamped upon him ; and though, 
in consequence of his lower state and smaller capacity, 
his holiness, in degree, fell short of God's infinite 
perfection ; yet, in its nature and qualities, it was the 
same as that Divine attribute of which it was the 
image. Man was made a perfectly pure and spotless 
being. His mind was as free as God's to choose, and 
there was in him no evil tendency to counterbalance 
the bias of his wiU ; which disposed him to approve, 
desire, and do that which is right. 

Thus God made man upright, (Eccles. vii. 29) ; but 
that he might possess an additional impulse towards a 
more exalted state, or at least be induced to maintain 
his position, he was fiimished with a law. The will 
of God was made known to him, for it was graven 
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upon Ms heart. He knew what God approved. He 
knew the depth of obligation under which he was 
placed. He knew that he must love God with all his 
heart and soul and strength ; and although as yet he 
had no brother to love, the disposition to do so was 
planted in his breast, and he was ready and willing to 
love his neighbour, as himself. 

In addition also to this disposition to holiness, which 
had been thus bestowed upon Adam, God condescended 
to make with him a covenant. On all other creatures 
the Lord imposed commands, which they were obliged 
to obey, and could not violate ; but, as he made man 
free, with power to choose that which is good, or 
to refuse it, He not only gave him a law to obey, but 
accompanied it with promises and threatenings. He 
formed an agreement with him, promising life upon 
obedience, and threatening him with death for dis- 
obedience, (Gen. ii. 17). Thus was Adam placed 
under a double obligation to serve God faithfully. 
He was bound by natural relationship to his Creator 
as His creature, and by the stipulation or agreement of 
the covenant which God had made with him. 

The covenant of works under which man was placed, 
was, obey and live. It was, therefore, a law ordained 
unto life. To obey was all that God required ; but it 
was a demand of perfect obedience, any deviation from 
which, would be fatal ; and, therefore, we may be 
sure, that before his fall, Adam maintained his in- 
tegriiy. In thought, desire, and act, he kept the law ; 
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and up to the moment of his temptation, faithfoUj 
fulfilled his part of the covenant. 

But we must remember that, as yet, no evil tendency 
had got possession of his heart. There was no warfare 
within his breast, of flesh and spirit — ^no drawing of 
his mind by evil passions towards sin. His heart was 
pure; his affections were holy; and his will was 
disposed to choose only that which God approved and 
loved. 

Thus free from the corruption, which drags us down- 
ward, and famished with qualities of soul which inclined 
him to obey, man had, doubtless, power in his original 
state to maintain his integrity. God had not arbitrarily 
imposed upon him obligations which he could not 
frdfil, but had placed in his own hands happiness or 
misery — life or death. Had he continued to obey the 
law with that fidelity which marked his conduct up to 
the moment he fell, the promise of a covenant-keeping 
God would have been fulfilled. Temporal, spiritual, 
and eternal life would have been the reward of his 
obedience, and he would have continued holy and 
happy for ever. But Adam fell. By following the 
advice of Satan he violated the law which had been 
written upon his heart, and made a breach in the 
covenant of works ; therefore he forfeited not only the 
promised life, but incurred the penalty of death. 

This transaction and its consequences were not 
confijied to Adam. It was not with him alone that 
the covenant was made, but with the whole of his 
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posterity through him. (1 Cor. xv. 21, 22), (Rom. v. 
12 — 15). As the federal head of the human family, 
Adam may be said to haye engaged for them, and, 
therefore, when he violated the covenant, he involved 
in tibie ruin which he brought upon himself, the whole 
of his constituents, that is to say, all his posterity to 
tiie latest generation. 

Had our first parents continued holy, their o£&pring 
would have been holy; but from the moment they 
sinned, all became corrupt. There was now added to 
Adam's nature a tendency to evil which overbalanced 
hijs will, and dragged him down into lower and lower 
depths of depravity ; and this corruption he has trans- 
mitted to his children. Man is no longer pure in the eye 
of God, but from his very birth is seen to be corrupt. 
There is bom with him a tendency to evil. (Ps. Iviii. 
3 — K. 5). He comes into the world with the seeds of 
rebellion and apostacy in his soul, which are certain to 
germinate, and bring forth fruit unto death. 

Now, though man has violated the covenant, and 
though in consequence thereof he is changed from a 
pure and loving child, into an open revolter and daring 
rebel, no change has taken place in God. As He 
was holy,^and tiie promoter of holiness, and the lover 
of holiness before man's fall, so is He now. He has 
not altered — He cannot change ; and, therefore, to this 
moment and for ever must His nature lead Him to 
choose that which is good, to will and desire that which 
is holy, and to reject that which is evil. 
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Neither did the change which took place in man, 
when he fell, remove from him the obligation to be 
holy, just, and good. The commandment is broken, 
but the natural duty which man owes to God as His 
creature remains ; and he is bound as strongly as he 
was at the beginning, to love Him with aU his heart, 
and soul, and strength. He can no more disengage 
himself from the obligation, than can the earth annul 
the law of gravitation, or the irrational creatures of 
God rebel against their instincts; and though the 
wicked wiU, and do, by their free choice, fight against 
God, and trample His law under their feet, they cannot 
shift from their shoulders this burden, or break away 
from that curb which is placed in their jaws to restrain 
their wayward tendencies, and bring them back into 
the path of righteousness. 

Then, if God's holiness is the same perfection that it 
ever was, and God's will is unchanged, there can be no 
alteration in His moral government. The desire of an 
infinitely holy God, must be now, as it ever was, to 
have a righteous people subject to His will. His in- 
finitely merciful wish is, that man shall be happy ; but 
He knows he cannot be so unless he is upright, and as 
he cannot be upright but by obedience to His will, that 
will must ever be his directory to virtue, and the rule 
of his life. 

But, what is the degree of the obedience required ? 
Will it suffice to keep the law in part? May any portion 
of it be omitted ? or, if man faithfully fulfil its letter, 
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may he disregard its spirit P I answer, the law calls 
upon man as loudly as it ever did for perfect obedience 
and unsullied purity. It requires us to be holy, yea, 
perfect as our Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
(Matt. V. 48). It will not accept of a partial obedience, 
but tells us, that to offend in one point is to be guilty 
of all. (Jas. ii. 10). The most perfect righteousness 
is the mark we .are to aim at, and the holy law in 
its widest demands — in its spirit and letter, is the rule 
and guide by which we must be led; and unless we 
love the Lord our God with all our heart, and our 
neighbour as ourselves, we come short of that obedience 
which giveth life — ^we have broken the law, and are 
brought under condemnation. 

Judged, then, by this rule — measured by this standard, 
what is the condition of our souls ? If we examine 
our moral visage in the glass of God's law, what are 
we like P Do we resemblt God P Does our holiness 
bear a comparison with His P Do we see any of His 
image or likeness in ourselves P Do we find that our 
nature, like His, leads us invariably and necessarily to 
choose that which is good and holy, and to refuse that 
which is evil P Have we ever been led, and are we 
alway led, by a holy will to do that which is for the 
glory of God, and to abhor and avoid everything which 
will grieve the Holy Spirit, and be offensive to the 
Divine mind P Are we ready to give up all things to 
promote God's honour, or advance His interests, and 
to sacrifice even life itself, rather than injure or dis- 
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honour Him in thought, word, or deedP Hare we 
thus ever manifested the intensity of our love, by the 
strictness of our obedience to the will of God P Has 
this been perfect and perpetual? Have we never 
failed in our duty, and never in desire or thought 
violated one injunction God has imposed? 

Has the love of man also reached the height required 
by the law P Has it been the great moving principle 
of all our social actions P Has the love of sdf never 
crept in to mar it P Has passion never prevailed to 
thwart it P As we love, cherish, and protect our own 
character, have we been careM of our neighbour's 
reputation P and as we seek our own interest and 
comfort, have we been anxious for our brother's 
welfare P Has this been the constant and invariable 
rule which has governed our intercourse with man — 
with enemies as well as friends — ^with those who hate 
us, and despitefolly use vu9, and persecute us, as well 
as with the kind and loving P Need we prosecute the 
inquiry Airiher P Is there not light enough from the 
holy and perfect law of God to shew us our deformity P 
With a knowledge of what God is, and what He 
requires of man before us, surely there cannot be one 
80 barefaced in his hypocrisy — so blind in understand* 
ing — so eaten up with self-love, or so void of all power 
of discrimination, as not to see, when measured by this 
standard of purity, that he is a sinner against God ; 
that he has broken the law, and come short of that 
obedience to the Divine will which is required of all 
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Sis creatures, from the highest archangel in heaven to 
the lowest reptile that creeps upon the eartL 

As Adam sinned, so have we continued to sin ; and 
t^e way he selected to walk in, we have diligently 
followed. The holiness of God has not been our aim. 
Purity of soul has not been our desire, and obedience 
to God has ceajsed to be our rule. Upon comparing 
our puny virtues, to say nothing of our vices, with the 
excellence of the law, and the Divine holiness, we must 
acknowledge that "aff have sinned and come short of the 
glory of Qod^^ (Bom. iii. 23) — ^that all, without a single 
exception, " like sheep, have gone astrat/y'* (Is. liii. 6) ; 
and at this moment there is none righteous in the 
earth, but every man is become abominable (Job 
XV. 16) ; and " there is none that doeth good, no not 
me,'' (Rom. iii. 12). 

But, what an awful condition of soul is this to which 
we are constrained to plead guilty! Into what a 
depth of degradation do we own that we have plunged ! 
How abominable do we acknowledge ourselves to be 
in the sight of Him, who hateth all the workers of 
iniquity,'' (Ps. v. 6). Is it a light matter thus to 
sin P Is it nothing to say we have broken the law ? 
Surely not ; for every time we stand up in the presence 
of a holy God, and say, " We have done those things 
which we should not have done, and left imdone those 
things that we should have done" ; we confess our- 
selves to be apostates from God, transgressors from 
His holy law, and daring rebels against His moral 
government ! ! 
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We have seen that when God made man, He 
designed him to be holy, and eternally happy; and 
therefore He formed him after the fashion of His own 
moral likeness, and placed his flesh in subjection to 
his spirit. His powers, though not perfected were, as 
far as they extended, made perfect ; and he had as 
close a resemblance to God bestowed upon him as his 
capacity admitted of ; but from all this he has apos- 
tatized — the merciful design of God he has frustrated 
— the image of God he has defaced ; and now, in his 
moral character, he is as unlike the lovely and glorious 
God, as is Satan to the bright and pure spirit he once 
was in the presence of the Holy. No longer is the 
flesh subject to the spirit, and no longer does man 
choose that which is holy and good rather than that 
which is evil. The rule and directory of righteousness 
which God gave him, stamping it upon his very nature, 
and writing it upon his heart, he has departed from. 
He has broken the law which is holy, just, and good. 
The supreme love of God has passed away from his 
soul, and in its place have come love of self, love 
of pleasure, and love of sin ; in short, " he has wor- 
shipped and served the creature more than the Creator,'^* 
(Rom. i. 25). 

With the love of God has vanished from man also 
the love of his brother. That intense affection which 
the law taught him to bestow upon his neighbour has 
been chilled in his breast ; aiid instead thereof have 
taken possession of his soul envy, jealousy, hatred, 
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malice, and every evil passion and temper which Satan 
could devise to mar the purity and disturb the peace 
of God's creation. Hence is man a rebel against the 
moral government of God ; he has turned his back 
upon his Maker, despised His will, violated His law, 
trampled upon His authority, and by every act helped 
the direst foe of God to subvert His kingdom, to 
destroy His rights, and to usurp His throne : yea, to 
the mild and gentle government of a good and merciful 
sovereign, he has preferred the sway of him who rules 
a despot in his dark domain, and with cruel tyranny 
delights in the misery, wretchedness, and woe, which 
his malicious nature is ever contriving for his unhappy 
subjects. 

Now, having been put on our trial at the bar of 
conscience — ^having had our actions judged by God's 
holy law, and being found guilty of the awfiil sin of 
apostacy and rebellion against Jehovah, what is the sen- 
tence of condemnation which is passed upon us ? Listen, 
all ye who think your goodness sufficient to satisfy a 
holy God — listen to the Spirit, who says, " Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the hook of the law to do them,^^ (Gal. ui. 10.) 

Mark how general is this condemnation, and how 
utterly hopeless is the case of those who are trusting 
to their fulfilment of the law for justification before 
God. " Cursed is every one^ There is no exception 
to this just condemnation, for ^^ all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God;'* and imless the objector 
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can shew, upon an examination of himself by the light 
of God's infinitely holy law, that he has kept it 
inviolable and invariably, and never in thought, desire, 
imagination, or act,, transgressed one of its require- 
ments ; but has loved the Lard his God with all hU 
heart, and all his soul, and all his mind, and his neigh- 
bour as himself, his guilt is proved — ^he stands con- 
demned, and he is accursed. No partial obedience he 
may have rendered will lessen his condemnation ; for 
the law demands a fall and perfect obedience to its 
requirements, and, as no man has ever accomplished 
this, all are guilty, and all are accursed. But what 
is the nature of this condemnation ? Reader, be thou 
assured, fliat none will know it, and no human tongue 
will be able to describe it, until its weight is felt ; for 
who can paint the woes of the lost but one who has 
tasted the bitterness of eternal death? Who can 
describe the torments of the damned, but one who has 
felt the burning of that^re which never shall be quenched 
and the gnaicing of that worm which never can die ? 
The full extent of the wicked's woe we know little of, 
but of this we may be certain, that the curse of God 
is the heaviest of evils that can fall upon a creature ; 
for, to be cursed of God is to be excluded from heaven, 
and from the ineffable delights which are ever flowing 
into the souls of the redeemed. To be cursed of God 
is to be deprived of hope, that sweetener of life, and 
thrust down into the deepest and darkest despair. To 
be cursed of God is to be ever dying, and never die — 
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to 1)6 the victim of eternal and unchecked wrath, — ^to 
be cast into hell, where are congregated the wicked 
and vile of all ages, who, unchecked by law, and 
unrestrained by shame, give license to their unbridled 
passions, and fuU vent to their unclean, unholy, and 
abominable lusts. 

Here is sufficient knowledge of the wretchedness of 
those who are imder the curse of God. Surely we 
need not further unveil their woe, for here is enough 
to make the stoutest sinner tremble when he thinks of 
the day— the dreadful day of judgment — when, at the 
trumpet's voice, he must come forth to the bar of an 
infinitely holy God, with all the risen dead, there to 
be tried by that law which he has despised and broken ; 
and then listen to the sentence of eternal condemnation, 
which shall be passed upon his trembling soul, " Depart 
from Me, i/e cursed, into everlasting Jire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels,^^ (Matt. xxv. 41). what horror 
will then seize upon the soul as it turns away from 
heaven's portal, and from hope, to go down into the 
shades of eternal despair and death ! Then will the 
weight of Jehovah's wrath be felt, and then wiU be 
understood the fiill meaning of those awful words, 
*' Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
that are written in the book of the law to do them" 
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CHAFTEE rV. 

GOD'S JUSTICE IN MAN'S CONDEMNATION FOB HIS 
VIOLATION OP THE COVENANT OF WOBKS. 



*^ Grant, we beseech Thee, Ahnighiy God, that we who for our evil 
deeds do worthily deserve to be punished, hj the comfort of Thy 
grace, may mercifollj be relieved ; through onr Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ" The Fourth Sunday in LenU 

A VERY superficial observer of God's moral govern- 
ment may easily discover that this world is not the 
theatre for the display of Divine justice. Though we 
see that to certain crimes God has annexed punish- 
ments, and so to a sufficient extent has displayed His 
abhorrence of sin; it is not universally true that 
iniquity is here punished, or virtue rewarded; the 
greatest criminals being often the most prosperous, 
while among the poorest and most afflicted are found 
many of God's most faithful servants. 

As we know that God is just, but yet observe that 
in His moral government strict justice is not now made 
manifest, we have reason to believe that there is 
another world, which will be the theatre for the 
exhibition of this perfection, where the righteous shall 
be rewarded, and the wicked punished ; and this, which 
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to reason seems probable, is made certain by revelation ; 
for there is no truth less obscure, and no fact more 
plainly revealed than this ; and he who doubts that 
God will eternally punish the wicked, most wilfully 
closes his ears agaiost the instructions which, in mercy, 
are given to us in the Scriptures. 

Two branches of the subject present themselves for 
examiuation : — First , the positive declaration of God's 
determination to punish the ungodly in the next world 
for the sins they have committed in this ; and, Secondly^ 
the justification of this proceeding ; or, iu other words, 
the vindication of God's righteousness, in His ven- 
geance on the wicked. 

We have seen that the law requires of man a perfect 
obedience, which he has not rendered; and that, con- 
sequently, he is brought under condemnation. We 
saw that this condemnation is a most grievous infliction, 
inasmuch as it is the curse of God ; but if we had only 
the knowledge of this one declaration to guide us, we 
should be still gropiug in darkness. The curse de- 
nounced against the wicked might be only a temporal 
calamity — either the deprivation of earthly blessing, or 
the positive infliction of bodily pain. There is nothing 
said in the words, " Cursed is evert/ one " — of the 
eternity of God's displeasure ; and, therefore, we might 
suppose that temporal death was the completion of it 
— ^the climax of that sorrow which man had brought 
upon himself by his wilful disobedience. In order, 
then, to discover what is the nature and extent of the 

P2 
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curse which God has denounced against all who violatd 
His law, we must proceed to compare this with other 
declarations of Scripture. St. Paul, in a striking 
passage, says to the persecuted children of God, 
" Seeing it is a righteous thing tvith God to recompense 
tribulation to them that trouble you; and to you who are 
troubled rest xcith usy when the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven, with His mighty angels, inflaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
tliat obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from th^e 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of Sis power ; 
when He shall come to be glorified in His saints^ and to be 
admired in all them that believe" (2 Thess. i. 6 — 10). 

From this passage it is clear that the punishment of 
the wicked is not merely a loss of happiness, or their 
exclusion from heaven ; neither is it only the sorrow 
produced by a sense of their condition, or, in other 
words, the torment of a guilty conscience, but consists 
in a positive infliction of Divine wrath. The former 
woes must indeed constitute a portion of the bitter 
cup which the wicked have to drink, but they are 
only a small part of its ingredients, the bulk of which 
is compounded of much more fearful plagues. 

In the passage cited, the Apostle uses language 
which wiU bear no other interpretation, than that of 
the positive punishment of the wicked ; for God is said 
to recompense tribulation to those who persecuted and 
afflicted His people. As the wicked have cruelly heaped 
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suffering upon the heads of their victims, and visited 
them with positive pains, so shall they, themselves, 
be visited, and recompensed; which recompense or 
repayment, is the infliction of Divine indignation 
and wrath upon their heads; for they shall be 
punished with destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and the glory of His power, by Him who cometh 
to take vengeance on them — a vengeance which, in 
other places, is shewn to be a direct infliction of the 
most excruciating pains, upon both body and soul ; for 
all the figures of speech which could express the idea 
of positive suffering are collected together, to make 
dear to us the stem determination of God. Who can 
read of the imquenchable fire — of the weeping and 
wailing and gnashing of teeth— of the gnawing worm 
that never dies — of the smoke, which is for ever 
rising from the place of torment— -of the darkness and 
death into which the soul shall be plunged — of the lake 
of fire and brimstone— of the second death — and of the 
place prepared for. the devil and his angels — without 
being convraced, that these figures represent a fearftil 
condition of positive woe : not the natural punishment 
of crime which is inflicted in this world, as sorrow, 
remorse, disease, and death ; but positive pains, such 
as Dives felt when he was plunged into the lake of fire, 
and in hell lifted up his eyes, being in torment, to sup- 
pKcate for one drop of water to cool his parched tongue P 
These may be figures, but they represent realities—^ 
•woes which will be found fax more painful to body and 
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soul, than could be described in language lowered to 
our comprehension. 

As it appears from St. Paul's declaration, that the 
curse denounced against the wicked, is the infliction of 
positive pain, so, from the same Apostle, we leam that 
the duration of that punishment is eternal. Man was 
made immortal, and, therefore, was rendered capable 
of enduring for ever the wrath of God : but of this 
condition we could have formed no conception, unaided 
by revelation ; for there is nothing in nature, nor in the 
reasonableness of the doctrine, which would have led 
us to receive it. That the universal Church has ac- 
cepted this doctrine as an article of faith, affords, 
therefore, a strong presumption of its truth. Had it 
not been revealed, it could not have been so generally 
received; but that it was accepted, proves, incontestably, 
that in the opinion of the leading divines of the earliest 
periods, as well as of subsequent times, it is scriptural ; 
and must, therefore, be believed by all who accept the 
Word of God as their rule of faith. 

The passages of Scripture in which the eternity of 
future punishment is affirmed, are numerous. In 
Mat. XXV. 41., the sentence on the wicked is, " Depart^ 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels.'' In the xiv. Rev. from the 9th verse, 
the awfiil fate of the men who are found with the 
beasts' mark on their forehead, is thus revealed, they 
" shall drink of the mne of the wrath of God, which is 
poured out without mixture into the cup of Sis indig- 
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nation, and shall be tormented with fire and brim- 
stone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the 
presence of the Lamb : and the smoke of their torment 
uscendeth up for ever and ever; and they have no 
rest day nor night" In 2 Thess, i. 9., the pimish- 
ment of the wicked is termed everlasting destrtiction. 
In Mark ix. from 43rd verse, we find our Lord ex- 
pressly annotmcing the eternity of ftiture punishment, 
in these words : " If thy hand offend thee cut it of : 
it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than 
having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that 
never shall be qtienched; where their worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched." In Rev. xx. 10., the 
beast and the false prophet are said to be cast into a 
lake of fire and brimstone, where they shall be tormented 
"/(W ever and ever" 

In connection with these direct proofe, we may turn 
to others, which, though no^ direct, are equally conclu- 
sive. In John ui. 36 verse, it is affirmed, that the wrath 
of God abideth on him that believeth not. At the xxii. 
Eev. 11th verse, it is said, " he that is unjust let him be 
unjust still, and he that is filthy, let him be filthy still; 
and Christ says of Judas, *^It had been good for that 
man if he had not been bom" (Matt. xxvi. 24). 

Against this doctrine, wholly and partially, have 
arisen many opposers ; the chief of which are the sect 
called Universalists, who believe that all mankind 
shall ultimately be saved; and certain modem followers 
of the old Destructionists, who afl^m, that the punish- 
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ment of siimers is annilulation. The fonner admit^t 
that the wicked must undergo certain pains, with 
various limitations, but shall ultimately be pardoned 
and received into heaven ; and the latter, while ad* 
mitting that there is an eternal place of woe prepared 
for the devil and his angels, deny that men are 
punished there. Now, without entering upon any 
lengthened argument with these impugners of the 
Catholic faith, (controversy not being the design of 
this work), I deem it right to place before the reader 
a few observations upon these questions, which may 
guide him in the formation of a correct scriptural 
opinion. 

If we should understand literally the expressions 
which are used to convey the knowledge of God's 
eternal being, or the saints' eternal happiness, then we 
must believe in the eternity of future punishment; for 
the same terms are employed to express duration in 
each of these cases, and must haVe the same significa- 
tion. Of the wicked it is said, " these shall go away, 
into everlasting punishment f^ and then of God's children, 
" but the righteous into life eternal." (Matt. xxv. 46), 
Now,i one and the same Greek word is employed by 
the Spirit in this passage, to denote both the extent of 
happiness which the saints shall enjoy, and that of the 
wicked'spunishment: if, therefore, the word everlasting 
when joined here with life, signifies an eternal existence, 
it must have the same force when placed in connection 
with punishment ; and, on the contrary » if the word 
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eternal, in this and those passages which describe the 
state of the wicked^ has a finite signification, then, as 
none other is employed to denote the condition of the 
blessed, we have no reason to suppose that their's is 
an unending existence with God, — a position into 
which no advocate of a partial or limited ptiniahment 
of the wicked would wish to be driven. 

One glance at the passage cited from 2 Thess. i. 9., 
will do much to meet the objections of those who deny 
the eternity of punishment. 

Here the wicked are said to be consigned to ever* 
lasting destruction; and this is defined to be the 
separation of the soul from God and glory. '^ They 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of Mis power J^ 
From heaven the wicked shall be excluded for ever — 
not for a limited period, but through eternity. Their 
punishment is eteimal rejection, eternal deprivation, 
an eternal loss of hope. 

The word destruction, here used, is also significant; 
for if it means the ruin and death of the soul, the word 
everlasting cannot, in this connection, possess a limited 
signification. If we cannot, without contradiction, 
speak of limited destruction, we must give to the word 
everlasting, in this passage, if in no other, its full and 
proper sense. 

But, if any doubts stiU disturb the inquirer, let him 
contemplate the case of Judas, whose state cannot be 
questioned, for he went to his own place. Supposing 
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this to be hell, as no one can doubt^ was his incarcera- 
tion in that place of woe to be for ever, or was it to 
terminate at some, perhaps distant, yet given period, 
in eternal bliss P 

Now, the words of our Lord, "/if had been better for 
that man if he had not been born^^ decide the question 
against the advocates of universal salvation ; for, 
surely, if the punishment of Judas, however severe 
and protracted it may have been, was to end, at last, 
and be exchanged for an eternity of bliss, it could not, 
with truth, be affirmed, that it would have been better 
if he had never existed. But, on the contrary, if in 
passing to his own place, this wretched man entered 
upon an eternal duration of misery, the words of Jesus 
were appropriate ; for it had, indeed, been better far, 
that he had not been bom — ^that he never had com- 
menced cm existence, which was to be continued only 
in pain and remorse for ever. * 

But, it may be said by another class of objectors, 
true, the word eternal or everlasting, in the passage 
quoted from St. Paul's epistle to the Thessalonians, 
has reference to the destruction of the wicked, and we 
allow, freely and unreservedly, that they shall be ever- 
lastingly destroyed, though we affirm that this 
destruction is in reality what the word here signifies, 
which is death — such an entire destruction of the soul 
as shall utterly annihilate it. 

In reply to this obj eotion of our modem Destmctionists, 
it may be said, if the soul of the wicked be annihilated. 
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what is the reason which induced our Lord to illustrate 
the state of the lost^ by His parable of the rich man in 
Hades ! Surely the yictim of Divine wrath in that case 
was not annihilated ; for in hell he lifted up his eyes, 
being in torment. Now, the only escape from this 
difficulty is the supposition of a state of torment which 
shall precede to a greater or less term or degree, the 
final death of the soul, which condition the rich man 
was passing through at the period of his application to 
Abraham. But how, it may be asked, can annihilation 
be regarded as punishment in such a case as this? 
Surely such an escape from the torment of hell would 
be a blessed change ; and yet this is the woe threatened 
to the wicked, in order to deter them from sin. A 
condition is proposed, which they would rejoice to accept 
as an escape from their pains. Is this the meaning of 
all those expressions which are employed to denote the 
state of the lost, and of the striking figures by which 
that state is illustrated P Surely not. The worm that 
dieth not, is the ever-tortured soul ; and the smoke of 
its torment, which ascendeth up for ever and ever, 
(Rev. xiv. 11), is descriptive of that eternal woe, which 
shall fall as a curse upon it. 

That eternal destruction is something more than the 
mere death of body and soul, is dear, from the words 
of Si Paul to the Hebrews, where he says ^^ If we sin 
wilfully y after that we have received the knowledge of the 
truthy there remaineth no more sacrifice for sinSy hut a 
fearful looking for of judgmmt and fiery indignation, 
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which shall devour the adversaries. He that despised 
Moses* lawy died without mercy under ttoo or three 
witnesses; of how much sorer pwnishment suppose ye^ 
shall he he thought worthy, who hath trodden underfoot 
the Son of Ood, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith He was sanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace ? For toe 
know Him that hath said, vengeance belongeth unto Me. 
I unll recompense, saith the Lord. And again, the Lord 
shall judge His people. It is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God:* (Heb. x. 26—32). 

Without enlarging upon the strong terms used in 
this passage to denote that punishment which awaits 
the wicked, I shall merely draw attention to the dis- 
tinction which is here made between ordinary death, 
and eternal death. Those who transgressed the law 
of Moses were put to death for their offence ; but the 
sinners who despise Christ and His work, are to meet 
a punishment far more fearful ; and what can this be, 
but eternal misery ? 

Lastly, we are told that the wicked shall be subjected 
to degrees of punishment, for while one class shall be 
beaten with few, another shall receive many stripes 
(Luke xii. 47 — 48) ; but if transgressors are to be 
annihilated, then the same punishment, without degree, 
awaits them ail. Without distinction, ail perish in one 
oonmion dissolution. 

Taking these indirect proofe of the eternity of living 
woe, in connection with the many positive declarations 
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b{ Scripture, which plainly and iinequivocaJly assert 
the doctrine, we have, surely, enough evidence to 
convince any but a mind sealed against the truth ; and 
may, therefore, pass on from the consideration of the 
nature and duration of pimishment, to examine the 
argument by which this act of God is justified, and the 
righteousness of Him who executeth vengeance on the 
wicked is vindicated. 

In order that we may give to this subject the 
attention it merits, we should, in the first place, 
ascertain the nature of Divine justice, and the manner 
of its exercise by Him who is infinitely just. 

As we foxmd it was impossible for man to compre- 
hend fully the nature of God's hoKness, so, we must 
premise, is there the same difficulty in understanding 
the nature and scope of His justice ; but, for our pur- 
pose, it is sufficient that we should regard it as the 
Divine holiness in action, or exhibited in the distribu- 
tion of rewards and punishments. 

For reasons which we cannot fathom, we see not, in 
this world, the justice of God fiilly developed in His 
moral government. We behold siq too often triumphing, 
and godliuess cast down. We see the wicked flourishing 
like a green bay tree, clothed in purple and fine linen, 
and faring sumptuously every day, while the children 
of God are frequently tried, afflicted, and worn with 
penury. But this state of things is temporary. God 
is just, and only delays to the proper time the open 
exhibition of His justice. Here, the wicked, when 
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punished, have only a foretaste of His anger, but 
hereafter they must drink the cup of wrath to its very 
dregs. Here, iniquity may escape the punishment it 
deserves; but in the next world it will be seen to 
be abhorrent to God, in the heavy curse which shall 
be poured upon the wicked for ever. 

But, in God's moral government we must perceive, 
even with the irregularities above noticed before us, 
that sin is not, even now, unnoticed and unpunished ; 
and if not now, why, hereafter ? If God so detests 
iniquity, as to follow it with marks of displeasure in 
this life, can we suppose that He will disregard it in 
the next ? He is the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever ; and that purity of nature, and love of justice, 
which lead Him to detest, and punish sin now, must 
lead Him to detest and punish it always. 

Then, if the justice of God requires Him to punish 
the sins of this world in the next, what degree of 
punishment should satisfy its demands P 

Before replying to this question, we should recollect 
the nature of the transgression to be punished. This, 
we have seen, is a wilful violation of God's holy law, 
an act of open and daring rebellion against the 
government of the Supreme Ruler of the universe. 
Who, then, can estimate the extent of this evil? 
Suppose, for a moment, the possibility of its success, — 
that man's rebellion had ended in the revolution of 
God's government, what misery and eternal ruin must 
have fallen upon the heads of all ! That the rebellion 
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could not have saoceeded, is no palliation of the crime, 
and cannot be urged in bar of punishment ; therefore, 
to mark God's hatred of this offence, it was necessary 
that it should be punished with an adequate infliction 
of wrath ; and if there is no injustice in punishing it 
to a certain degree, there can be no injustice in doing 
so to the ftdl extent it deserves, to be abhorred by an 
infinitely holy God. As long as God hates sin. He 
must show His hatred in the punishment of sinners ; 
and as His holiness is eternal, so must His justice be 
eternal in the infliction of wrath upon all who by 
their evil actions have deserved it. 

Again; when we consider the extent of God's 
universal kingdom, and the myriads of rational beings 
who are imder His moral government, and must con- 
tinue so throughout eternity, we cannot but see the 
necessity there is for the punishment of sin, in order 
that others, who are capable of offending, may be 
deterred thereby from following man's bad example. 
We are but a fraction of God's universe, and have no 
reason to believe that any other portion of the rational 
creation but the fallen angels and ourselves have 
transgressed Has righteous will ; if, therefore, to main- 
tain God's sovereignty over other creatures, to magnify 
the law in their eyes, and appear in the fuU glory of 
His holiness, it were necessary that every human 
creature who has transgressed His commandments, 
and rebelled against His authority, should be punished, 
and reserved iu eternal torments, as a constant monu- 
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ment of His justice, we could not, with reason, say that 
the act was unrighteous ; and it would not, in the 
eyes of His holy saints, detract one iota from His 
holiness and goodness. The whole race of men has 
sinned, and deserves the condemnation of death, and 
there would be no injustice were the fuU penalty of 
disobedience demanded from every transgressor. If 
we are for ever lost, it is not the act of God, but our 
own. With a fuU knowledge of the Divine will, and 
of the penalty demanded by the law, we have sinned ; 
and, therefore, if we have to pay that penalty, who 
have we to blame but ourselves P The creditor who 
demands the payment of a just debt, and enforces it by 
legal means, cannot be charged with injustice; so, 
neither can God be charged with unrighteousness, 
because He requires us to pay the debt of obedience 
which we owe to Him ; or, failing so to do, undergo the 
punishment which He has threatened as the penalty of 
disobedience. 

In His infliction of wrath, God will not punish man 
more than he deserves. Doubtless, there are degrees 
of punishment proportioned to the wilftdness of our 
sinful actions ; for we are told that the servant who 
knew his master's will, and did it not, shall be beaten 
with many stripes ; and he who knew not his master's 
will, shall be beaten with few stripes (Luke xii. 47). 
God, being a sovereign, can measure His wrath as He 
wills ; and being holy. He will, assuredly, apportion it 
with justice. Whatever is the kind of punishment He 
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inflicts, all will be just. He will give no more than 
the sinner deserves, and no less than is needful to 
uphold His moral government of other beings, to mark 
His eternal hatred of sin, to magnify His law, to display 
His justice, and to appear glorious in the eyes of all 
for ever. And, when He shall come to judge and 
punish the sinner, to be glorified in His saints, and 
admired of all, then shall we see what a mighty evil 
is sin, and how worthy of punishment is the wilful 
transgressor; — then shall we praise God for His 
holiness, and laud that infinite justice which requires 
the full penalty of his transgression to be paid by the 
offender, and cannot be. satisfied until the debt is 
discharged to the very last farthing. In the eyes 
of saints and angels — cherubim and seraphim, — God 
will appear glorious in all His acts, and not less so in 
His severity upon the wicked, than in His mercy to the 
righteous. Now, all His ways are shrouded in mystery, 
and we may sometimes have great difficulty when we 
attempt to reconcile them with our notions of what is 
right and good. It is hard to understand why sin 
and misery are permitted at all, and why Satan is 
allowed, by an omnipotent Gt)d, to range as he pleases 
over this fair portion of his dominion, to thwart his 
purposes, and mar His works ; but when He shall appecir 
to repeive and glorify His saints, these difficulties will 
vani^, and God will be magnified in all His acts. 
" O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God, how unsearchable are His judgments^ 

E 
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and His ways past finding outy^ (Bom. zi. 33). All 
may be dark and confiised to our finite vision now, 
but the time will come when we shall see the reason- 
ableness and justice of the wicked's woe ; and even in 
their eternal punishment discover a cause, in addition 
to the many presented in God's acts of love and 
mercy, for the praise and glory of His holy name for 
ever. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE SINNERS PRESENT RELATION TO OUB 
COVENANT GOD. 



*< Almighty and everlastiiig Gfod, who hatest nothing that Thon hast 
made, and dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent; 
create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily 
lamenting onr sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may 
ohtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and 
forgiveness, through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

Ash Wednesday. 

From the contemplation of God's infinite holiness, any 
reflecting man must arise with a deep sense of humi- 
liation. This was the effect on the mind of Job, when 
God made himself visible to that patriajch. Before 
he had seen the Lord in His holiness, he was puffed up 
with a sense of his own uprightness ; but when he be- 
held the full blaze of that glory which radiated from 
the face of Jehovah, he shrank into his proper place— his 
candle could not shine in the dazzling light which shone 
upon his soul. As the glorj^^herubim and seraphim 
are constrained to veil thei^^ain God's presence, 
so was Job, by the glorious viHj|g had, humbled 
under a consciousness of his own^H|^cies. He 
could not, now, boast of his own righteou^fete, seeing 

£2 
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how far short it was of God's perfection. Compared 
with the purity of Jehovah's mind, his own appeared 
dark, unclean, and abominable; and he was constrained 
to exclaim : " I have heard of Thee with the hearing of 
the ear : hut now mine eye seeth Thee, therefore, I abhor 
myself y and repent in dttst and ashea.^^ (Job xlii- 5 — 6.) 

We may not have had the same view of God with 
which Job was privileged, but we have heard enough 
of His transcendent loveliness, to make us lowly in His 
presence, and humble our proud hearts. Compare the 
best of men with God, and behold how far beneath 
Him is he, in every thing that can beautify and adorn 
the soul. Even David, the man after God's own 
heart, is compelled to say, ^^ Behold I was shapen in 
iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me** 
(Ps. li. 5) ; and St. Paul, with the same view of his 
corruption before him, is constrained to exclaim, " in 
me, that is in my fksh, dwelleth no good thing" (Rom. 
vii. 18). These men were spiritually taught. They 
knew God. They loved and admired Him, for the 
infinite beauty of His perfect character; and, therefore, 
they could not but see their own deficiencies, and seeing 
these, they could only feel abashed and humbled in BKs 
presence. 

This is, more or less, the constant and inevitable 
effect of knowing God. To see Jehovah as He is in 
the greatness and glory of his nature — to behold the 
transcendent holiness of His moral character, is the 
surest way to obtain a just conception of our own 
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condition. When we measure ourselves by Him, we 
perceive how insignificant we are ; and are compelled 
to acknowledge, that all we so much prize in our own 
nature, is unworthy to be spoken of in the presence of 
Him who is ** righteotM in all his waps, and holy in all 
His works:' (Ps. cxlv. 17). 

If, then, we are <5ompellod, by such an examination 
of ourselves, to confess our vileness, how must we 
appear before God, and how will His pure eyes regard 
those actions of which we are so proud ? Let the Holy 
Spirit reply : " There is none righteous, no not one ; 
there is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh 
after God, They are all gone out of the way ; they are 
altogether become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
goody no not one:' {Rom. iii. 10 — 12)— (Ps. xiv. 2). 

When we remember how pure and holy is the nature 
of God who judges our actions, can we wonder at His 
estimation of us P Can we be surprised that He beholds 
nothing to admire in the best ? Is it strange that in 
His eyes we are vile P If ** the heavens are unclean in 
His sight y how much more abominable and Ulthy is man, 
who drinketh iniquity like water" (Job xv. 15. 16). 
If " His angels He chargeth with folly'' (Job iv. 18), 
how fooKsh must man be in His sight ; and how especi- 
ally foolish must he appear, who in the pride of his 
heart imagines tiiat there is something in himself — in 
his poor polluted acts,— which may be presented for the 
approval of God. 

Seeing, then, that man is so corrupt — discerning that 
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his nature is unlike that of God, and beholding how 
far he has gone astray from the perfection in which 
he was created, we, surely, should be convinced of the 
necessity of that great spiritual change, which in the 
Word of God is called a new creation. If we are un- 
holy, we must be made holy ; for it is written, "toUhout 
holiness no man shall see the Lord" (Heb. adi. 14). 
Our hearts, now so deceitful, wicked, and hard, must 
be changed ; yea, we must be made new creatures in 
Christ Jesus. Old things must pass away, and all be 
made new. (2 Cor. v. 17). The flesh, with all its 
corruptions, must be crucified (Q^. v. 24) ; yea, so 
entirely subdued, as to be led by the Spirit from dead 
works, to serve the living God (Heb. ix. 14) ; for, un- 
less we undergo this moral re-formation, we cannot 
reach that place in which " nothing entereth that defileth, 
neither whatsoever worketh abominatum, or maketh a 
Uer (Eev. xxi. 27). 

But, perhaps, O reader, thou art not convinced from 
this general view of man's nature, that it is so very 
corrupt as to exclude him from the presence of the 
infinitely holy Jehovah; then permit me to draw thy 
attention to the consideration of our conduct, and show 
that we are excluded from God by the guilt of actual 
transgression. 

Superadded to our original corruption, there is upon 
us actual guilt, for '' aU have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God," (Rom. in. 23). Prom Adam we 
derive a sinful nature ; but, in addition to this, we have 
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Slimed — ^we have broken fhe law, and rebelled against 
the authority of Him whom we are bounds as the crea- 
tures of His hand, and recipients of His mercy^ feryently 
to love, and faithfully to obey. Thifa are we guilty 
in God's sight, and each one for his own offences must 
render an account at the judgment-seat. .0, "haw 
many are mine iniquities, and my sins," may the best 
exclaim, and it will be our wisest course to add the 
patriarch's prayer, and say continually before the 
mercy seat, " Make me to know my transgression and 
my sin.'' (Job xiii. 23). 

That we might become fiilly acquainted with our 
woeful condition, we were referred to the law — ^we 
were brought to that high standard of perfect holiness, 
that by it our moral character might be measured. 
There was held up to our face the glass of God's 
Word, in which we saw distinctly that we are 
changed from the image in which we were created. 
Comparing our holiest acts with tiie strict requirements 
of the law, we saw how &r short they came of that 
perfection which it demands. To love the Lord with 
all our faculties, and our neighbour as ourselves, we 
saw was required ; and, that the law would be satisfied 
with nothing short of perfect obedience to its spirit and 
letter, by our thoughts and desires, as well as by our 
outward actions, we saw was its rule; but when 
we began to compare our acts with this high standard 
of perfection, we discovered that our virtues were 
worthless, our righteousness was defective, and our 
souls were covered with the pollution of sin. Such 
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should always be the result of a dose ezammatioD of 
the heart, by the light of Divine truth ; blind then must 
that man be, who does not behold his sinfidness; and 
hardened must*be that heart, which is not affected 
with the view of its corruption, as seen in the glass of 
God's law. 

To be insensible of our state by nature and practice, 
after coming to the touchstone of G-od's perfection, and 
of the law, is truly marvellous ; but what shall we say 
of the man, who imagines that there is sometiiing in 
his conduct which must recommend him to God? 
what of him, who, with pharasaical self-righteousness, 
can stand up in the presence of the Infinitely Holy, 
and with a proud front, insult Him by the recital of his 
good deeds, and a catalogue of his virtues? What 
shall we say of him, but that he is miserably deceived 
by Satan, and must inevitably perish under the weight 
of that curse which is upon his soul. 

How much soever we may be deceived, or deceive 
ourselves and others, by our outward profession and 
lives, let us be well assured that we cannot deceive 
God. He knows all our acts, and reads all our thoughts. 
There is no darkness so obscure as to obstruct His 
vision, and no secrecy so profound as to baffle His 
penetration. He can see through the guise of the 
hypocrite, however closely he may have wrapped him- 
self in the ample folds of self-righteousness, for " there 
is nothing covered that shall not be revealed; neither hid, 
that shall not be knoum. Whatsoever ye have spoken in 
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darkness shall be heard in the light, and that which ye 
have spoken in the ear in closets shall he proclaimed upon 
the housetops" (Luke xii. 2, 3.) 

Then if it be so, let all men beware of self-deception 
an(lliypocrisy;seeingthatnonecan deceive that all-wise, 
and omni-present Being, before whose bar we must 
shortly stand to render an account of our lives. Bather 
let us, with faithfulness, examine ourselves. Let us 
come to the light of the law ; for though the view 
which it gives us of ourselves may be dreadful to behold, 
and humiliating to our proud hearts, it may lead us to 
a safer position than we are in while ignorant of our 
state, and blind to our danger. If, upon a faithful 
examination of our actions in the light of God's per- 
fection and His holy law, we are forced to admit that 
we have not rigidly fulfilled the obligations which are 
laid upon us as creatures and subjects — ^if we are 
compelled to acknowledge that we have not loved God 
with the supreme affection which He demands, nor our 
neighbour with the love required by the law, we confess 
our guilt ; and if we confess our guilt, we cannot deny 
our danger. Unless we can show, that perfectly we 
have obeyed the law— that at all times, and in all 
things, we have done what we should have done, and 
carefully refrained from doing those things which we 
should not have done,* we are under the curse, and 
in danger of being cast away into that place of woe, 
which is prepared for the devil and his angels. I need 
* General Confessioii. 
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not here recapitulate what was before said upon the 
awful condition of the lost. I need not again describe 
the nature and extent of that misery which Jehovah has 
in store for His enemies; whenthe "tpicked shall be turned 
into hell, and all the nationa that forget God" (Ps. ix. 17) ; 
but let me remind the reader, that though we may 
trifle with our souls, seem the gayest of the gay, 
disguise our real condition from ourselves, and even 
appear in the eyes of others all that is pleasing and 
good, if we are living in sin, or are trusting in our 
own merits, we shall find, at last, that our peace will 
be turned into wretchedness, our joy into sorrow, and 
our laughter into tears. Under the curse of Jehovah 
we shall be lost, for ever lost. We shall be thrust 
from heaven's portal, and go down to the abode of 
death, with the sentence of God's eternal wrath ringing 
in our ears " defpartfrom Me^ ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire." (Matt. xxv. 41.) 

Then, be thou wise, O man, and consider thy 
case. Pray to the God of infinite love and mercy for a 
full and perfect knowledge of thy spiritual state, and 
when thou hast attained it — when thou art taught to 
feel and bewail thy woeful condition as a sinner in the 
sight of a holy God — as a rebel against His perfect law, 
thou wilt be in the proper frame of soul to approach 
thy Eedeemer. Then wilt thou value His work and 
labour of love for thy eternal salvation, and, renouncing 
all other saviours, and forsaking all other refiiges, thou 
wilt, perhaps, come gladly unto Him, and run into Him 
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as into an ark prepared for the safety of thy soul, in 
the midst of that deluge of wrath which shall surely 
come upon the earth. To this Saviour I am now about 
to introduce thee, and the fuhiess and freeness of His 
salvation I shall unfold ; and as I have made use of 
the law to convince thee of sin, I purpose now, in the 
following part of this treatise, to show thee the neces- 
sity, nature, and glory of the Eedeemer in his vicarious 
obedience ; and then, the sufficiency of His one sacrifice 
of Himself for the eternal salvation of all who have 
broken the law, and are under the condemnation of 
death. And may God, in mercy, bless His holy Gospel, 
and make its power and influence felt, and may all 
who read these pages be led by its gentle invitations to 
''flee from the wrath to come'' (Matt. iii. 7.) 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

KEDEMPTION PHESUMED FROM THE NATDBE OP 
OUR COVENANT GOD. 



** Ood, whose natnre and property is ever to have mercy and f orgiye, 
receive our hxanble petitions ; and though we be tied and bound 
with the chain of our sms, yet let the pitifnhiess of Thy great 
mercy loose ns, for the honour of Jesus Christ, our Mediator and 
Advocate.** Prayer of the Litamf. 

I HAVE endeavoured to prove, in the preceding pages, 
that man is brought under a just condemnation because 
of sin ; and it behoves me now to show how he may be 
rescued from the danger to which he is exposed. 

We may infer from the Divine nature that some plan 
of salvation would be devised. We have seen how 
extensive is the holiness of God, and how stem are the 
demands of His justice ; but we have yet to learn that 
there is a counterpoising principle, the lovely and all- 
glorious attribute of mercy, which, like his other 
perfections, is infinite ; for '' as the heaven is high above 
the earth, so great is Sis mercy toward them that fear 
Him" (Ps. ciii. 11.) Tfie m^ercy of the Lord is from 
everlasting to everlasting. (Ps. ciii. 17.) 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



OTJII COVENANT GOD. 61 

Possessing this lovely attribute, God is ever inclined 
to bestow upon his creatures all the good of which they 
are susceptible. " The Lord is good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all Sis tcorks," (Ps. cxlv. 9,) and, 
therefore, we are justified in presuming that the infinite 
beneficence of the all'-merciAil Jehovah would induce 
Him to provide a method by which to rescue man from 
the evil he has brought upon himself. 

There seems, however, on the first contemplation 
of the Divine nature, an insurmountable difficulty in 
the way of man's justification; for two apparently 
opposing qualities exist in the same Being. Justice 
and mercy run parallel with each other, and are equally 
infinite. The one is ever demanding the punishment 
of sin, and the other is as constantly engaged in warding 
off the blow. They have claims, which to a finite 
mind are irreconcilable. We might suppose that one 
would neutralize the other, but this is not consistent 
with the perfection of each. Both must be exercised. 
Infinite justice must have all it demands, and infinite 
mercy all it desires. 

That there is a difficulty in the adjustment of these 
respective claims we must allow, if we judge God by 
human rules, or confine our views of His nature to 
these two perfections; but can there be anything 
insurmountable to Him who is infinitely wise, and 
powerful as well as just ? certainly not. " The things 
which are impossible tvith men are possible with Ghdy* 
(Luke xviii. 27,) and, therefore, we are justified, not- 
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withstanding the law's demands^ in inferring from His 
power, mercy, and wisdom, the salvation of man. We 
may presume that God would, as He could save our 
race from the punishment we deserve ; and we may 
be sure that this He can do without the slightest tarnish 
of His glory, or diminution, by one particle, of His 
perfection ; justice, wisdom, power, and mercy, being 
all and equally exerted, without interrupting the har- 
mony of their action ; and united together in the grand 
scheme of redemption and grace. 

But, as we presume from the mercy of God, that He 
would save man, so also we presume from His holiness 
that He will require a sufficient atonement to satisfy 
His justice. 

Had God been simply merciful, we could perceive 
no difficulty in supposing the free and unconditional 
pardon of sin ; but as justice is a part of His nature, 
we cannot entertain, for one moment, a supposition so 
degrading to the Divine perfection, and so prejudicial 
to the supreme authority of the great Governor of 
the universe. We cannot believe that God would 
accept a plan of salvation, which, while it magnifies 
one attribute, destroys another, and makes Him who 
is infinitely holy, pass by iniquity, and sanction re- 
bellion. While God is holy. He must abhor sin, and 
while He is just. He must punish it. Our iniquity must 
receive its due. No act of rebellion against God can be 
passed by with impunity. " The wages of sin is death,'' 
(Rom. vi. 23), and until man, who has sinned, pays 
that penalty, he cannot put in a claim for justification. 
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That such a mode of salvation as the free and 
unconditional pardon of sin, and irrespective of the 
claims of justice, was impossible, maybe inferred from 
the fact that iniquity, to a certain extent, though not 
fully or always, is punished in this world. We have 
evidence enough to prove that the wicked do not 
escape the anger of God. The world was once deluged, 
and all flesh punished, because of sin. Fire from 
heaven burned up Sodom and Gomorrah for sin. The 
earth has opened its jaws and swallowed up men because 
of sin ; and even now, famines, and pests, and wars, 
and misery in ten thousand forms mark the inflexible 
justice of God, and His stem determination to punish 
the wickedness of man. 

What God has thus done is but the partial fiilfil- 
ment of what he has threatened. " The Lord shall 
reward the evil doer according to his wickedness" (1 Sam. 
iii. 39). " Whosoever hath sinned against Me, saith the 
Lordy him will I blot out of My hooky" (Ex. xxxii. 33). 
" The wicked shall he turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget Ood" (Ps. ix. 17). Such are the declara- 
tions of the Spirit; who then can, for one instant, 
quiet his conscience, and tranquillize his breast with 
the hope that God will, by one great act of clemency, 
pardon all offenders, and admit his foes to the same 
blessings which he has prepared for his friends P 

Again, we may infer, from the adoption by God of 
a method of salvation marked by indications, unequi- 
vocally clear, of His stem justice, that the unconditional 
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pardon of sin is impossible. Conld man have been 
saved by one grand exertion of mercy— could sin have 
been pardoned without an atonement, — we cannot see 
why so stupendous a work as that of redemption by 
the sacrifice of Christ was required ; but, in that it was 
required, we perceive, at once, that the sinner's hope, 
which is based on mercy alone, is a delusion. 

Then, as God does not overlook sin, or pardon 
sinners without respect to the claims of justice, we 
should next inquire whether it is possible for a man to be 
justified by his own works, and so satisfy those claims? 

We have seen that there was a time when man's 
eternal well-being depended upon his own uprightness ; 
but that moment has passed away, and now, " by the 
deeds of the law shallno flesh be Justified" (Kom. iii. 20). 

We saw that when God first created man he made 
him upright, and then gave him a law which he was 
fully able to obey. He was placed under a covenant 
of works, therefore, he could have purchased, with 
obedience, the continual favour and love of God. The 
law that was given was ordained unto life, and had it 
not been broken, Adam would have advanced from 
life temporal to life eternal, with life spiritual burning 
with unfading lustre in his soul. 

Wow, the law is still the same as when it was first 
promulgated. It is as holy, just, and good, as when 
first it proceeded from the mind of God ; and if man 
could honour it without one departure from the strict 
demands it makes, he would live. 
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That the law is still ordained unto life,* we are 
repeatedly assured. When the young man came to 
Christ and said, " What good thing shall I do that I 
may inherit eternal life ? " Jesus said unto him, " If 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandmenta,* Matt, 
xix. 16, 17). St. John tells us that " Sin is the trans- 
gression of the latVy" (1 John iii. 4) ; if then man can 
keep the law with the obedience required, he is not 
guilty ; and, if not guilty, he cannot be obnoxious to 
the punishment of sin. 

But, though it is true that the law is ordained unto 
life, and that '' the soul that doeth the things contained 
in the law, shall live by them" (Rom. x. 5) ; it is 
equally true, that such obedience to its requirements 
as shdl be rewarded with life, cannot be rendered by 
man in his present fallen condition. When Adam 
fell, though the covenant of works was not abrogated, 
his power to observe it was at an end ; and from that 
moment it became impossible, by reason of his corrup- 
tion, for man to keep the law, and be justified by his 
merits. Our will woidd be as free as Adam's was 
before his faU, were our flesh uncorrupt; but this 
corruption leads captive the will, and so, by reason of 
our depravity, we are made incapable of loving Grod. 
All our affections, passions, and propensities are 
opposed to Him, and by these the will is enslaved, or 
so tied down to earth, that we cannot stand upright ; 
in consequence of which, notwithstanding all our 

* See Bom. m 10. 
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conscience may say to induce us to live more holy 
lives^ the flesh overrules our inclinations, and drags us 
in triumph through the mire of sin. ^* The carnal 
mind is enmity against God, far it is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be. 80 then they that are 
in the flesh canfwt please God." (Rom. viii. 7, 8). 

It must then be admitted, that obedience to the 
law, no human being can render ; and that there is 
not a man who coidd be justified, if his pardon were 
the reward of one pure thought, or sinless act ; for each 
may exclaim with the candid apostle, " In me, that is in 
my flesh, there dwelkth no good thing" (Rom. vii. 18). 
Our goodness cannot save us, for it is written, " There 
is none righteous, no not one" (Rom. iii. 10). " There 
is no m^n that sinneth not" (1 Kings viii. 46). "By 
the deeds of the law, shall tw flesh be justified" (Rom. 
iii. 20). "All our righteotisnesses are as fllthy rags" 
(Is. Ixiv. 6). The law condemns us in whatever we 
do, and wheresoever we are. While engaged in what 
the world calls good actions, we sin. Even in our 
holiest duties — ^in the performance of our most sacred 
obligations, yea, even when lying lowly in the ashes 
before the throne of grace, we have reason to say, in re- 
ference to that very act, God be merciftd unto us sinners ! 
Let any man think of the elevation which the law 
requires us to reach— that we are to love God supremely, 
and our neighbour as ourselves, and then examine any 
act or duty done, in the light of these commands, and 
he will see how miserably short is his obedieni5e of that 
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sftrictness which is demanded — how fax is his love from, 
even, an approximation to the supreme devotion of 
heart he is to render. 

Yet, though it must be allowed, that man in his 
present fallen state cannot strictly obey the holy will 
of God, there is in the minds of all men a strong 
tendency to legality ; which is to be seen in the eflForts 
which they make to satisfy conscience, and please Gbd 
by their outward virtues. Many there are who, while 
they admit the impossibility of obedience, strive to 
purchase favour witii their good deeds, and rest their 
hope of heaven upon that righteousness, which they 
think may be acquired by their own eflForts. There are 
very few, except a sect of miserable sceptics and deists, 
who deny the fact of Christ's death for sin ; but though 
not renoimced, this doctrine is too often so covered 
over, that sinners cannot perceive it, and so they go on 
their way groping in darkness. KJaowing themselves 
to be deserving of punishment because of their sins, 
they are ready to catch at any legal and ceremonial 
observance — something more tangible and sensible 
than spiritual religion, to quiet their conscience and 
dispel their apprehension. Having some knowledge of 
scripture, they are prevented running altogether into 
those superstitions, which are plainly opposed to its 
letter, but they keep as near to them as they dare, and 
rest in an equally dangerous system of will- worship and 
legality. Losing sight of the purpose for which the 
rites and ceremonies of the Church are appointed, they 

F 2 
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rest in the outward act, and fancy that all is done when 
they have gone through their round of prescribed 
forms. Strangers to the power, they are very zealous 
for the shadow of religion ; and so are strict in their 
attention to its outward duties — ^to prayers — to sacra- 
ments — ^to fasts — to festivals and rubrical precisi(»i. 
Alas! how many there are, still in an unconverted 
state, — still the enemies of God by wicked works — 
stiU untaught by the Spirit — still uncircumcised in 
heart, who are most zealous in their advocacy of these 
externals, and who lay great stress upon the exact 
observance of all prescribed ceremonies : and to these the 
language of the prophet will apply: ^^ To what purpose 
is the multitude of your sacrifices unto Me ? saith the 
Lord, I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the 
f<^i of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of 
bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats. When ye come 
to appear before Me, who hath required this at your hand 
to tread My courts ? Bring no more vain oblations ; 
incense is an abomination unto Me ; the new moons and 
sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with ; 
it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new moons 
and your appointed feasts My soul hateth : they are a 
trouble unto Me; lam weary to bear them. (Is.i.ll — 14). 
Such as these should be assured, that, however 
proper and becoming the ceremonies they perform may 
be in their place, and when they are observed to the 
glory of Grod, they become an abomination in His eyes, 
when they are substituted for Christ; who is the only 
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way to glory; the only absolver of sin ; the only Mediator 
between God and man. 

But, it must not be thought that these are the only 
forms which legality assumes ; for we find it largely 
manifested often in those who despise all ritual service ; 
and pride themselves much in the simplicity of their 
doctrine and practice. 

True spiritual religion consists in the exaltation of 
Christ, €md the consequent abnegation of self. To one 
under this influence, Christ is all and in all. His hope 
rests only upon His finished work, and his comfort is 
derived, only from confidence in His Word. But how 
many are there, who, losing sight of Christ, are resting 
upon themselves P They believe the Gospel doctrine 
of Christ's sole redemption, and renounce the thought 
of purchasing Gt)d's favour by their righteousness; 
while, for comfort and peace, they are depending on 
their feelings, or their faith ; and resting their hope 
upon the ground of their conversion, or their predesti- 
nation. But, let such be assured, that in this there is 
as much legality, as in any of its grosser forms. The 
man who rejects with scorn the ceremonies of the 
ritualist, or the self-righteousness of the Pharisee, and 
is trusting to his faith, instead of using this grace, as 
the hand with which he must lay hold upon Christ, or 
the eye with which he must behold Christ — ^if he 
regard it as the cause, and not the instrument of his 
salvation — if he is endeavouring to obtain justification 
by it, instead of seeking this blessing, only and solely 
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in the merits of Christ ; irrespectiye of faith, feeling, 
or conversion ; he is legal — as legal as is the most self- 
satisfied Pharisee. Faith is a necessary and essential 
grace, for by it alone we can rest in Christ ; but it is 
Christ who justifies, and not faith ; and, therefore, from 
Christ alone, should the believer seek his peace. 

Seeing, then, that no man can justify himself, and 
that God will not pardon the sinner unconditionally, 
we must look for another way of salvation — one which 
wUl accomplish the merciful design of God to save His 
people, without any sacrifice of His glory and honour, 
— one which will justify the sinner, without compro- 
mising His justice. Now, such a plan of salvation has 
been provided, by which God can " be jmt, and the 
jmtifier of him who believeth in Je%u%y (Bom. iii. 26). 
'' For what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God sending Sis own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh : that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.'* 
(Rom. vui. 3. 4.) 

Willing, yea anxious, to save man from the dreadful 
consequences of his fall, and not being able, consistent 
with the claims of justice, to pardon him uncondi- 
tionally, or to accept his own defective merits as an 
expiation for sin, God, in mercy, planned and put in 
action a wonderful scheme, by which man could be 
pardoned, the law magnified, and justice satisfied. 
This was all accomplished by the substitution of Christ ; 
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who, though God, became man; entered this world ; 
obeyed the law ; and when He had accumulated a fund 
of merit, amply sufficient to satisfy the demands of 
justice, offered His sinless body to die, and took upon 
His head our curse, that He might pay the penalty 
due for our transgressions, and open to every penitent, 
anxious for life, a sure way of justification and salvation. 
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CHAPTEE VII. 

THE PURPOSE AND PEOMISE OF OUR C50VENANT GOD 
TO ttF.r>T<lT<lM MAN. 



*^ Lord, arise, help us and deliver us for Thine honour." 

Litany. 

In all the works of God we behold the marks of 
design; and, therefore, we conclude that for everything 
He created, and for every law He promulgated, there 
was a necessity and purpose. 

We do not, however, mean to assert, that the 
formation of any creature, or thing created was neces- 
sary to God's perfection or bliss; for God is an 
independent Being, and the source of all His glory and 
happiness is in His own breast. But when, in the 
exercise of His benevolence. He thought of creation, 
and opened His hand wide for the diffusion of life and 
joy among myriads of beings, everjrthing He called into 
existence was designed to promote these objects. Not 
an atom was created to be useless ; and for the life of 
every insect that flutters its hour in a sunbeam, or the 
minutest animalcule which the microscope has detected, 
there was a purpose. In the whole range of creation 
nothing can be found which was not necessary to 
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complete that grand scheme of happiness which the 
benevolence of God designed ; there was no waste of 
power, and no needless superfluity. 

N0W9 the marks of design, necessity, and purpose, 
which we behold in the physical world, we detect also 
in God^s moral government, and in His providential 
dealings with men. For the law there was a necessity, 
and for its execution there was a necessity. It was 
necessary that God's majesty should be upheld, and 
His justice magnified; — ^that the holy should be re- 
warded, and transgressors punished. Wheresoever, 
or in whatsoever we detect the hand of God, we are sure 
that it is not needlessly put forth. There is a purpose 
in all He does. "-Hi? doth not afflict willingly y nor grieve 
the children ofmen,^^ (Lam. iii. 33) ; and " all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpose.^' (Rom. viii. 28) . 

If, then, it is certain that the power of God in 
creation and providence is not put forth firom an 
arbitrary wish to exert it without a purpose, but for 
a benevolent design, we may conclude that in the far 
more glorious and wonderM work of redemption, 
nothing was done without a necessity for its accom- 
plishment; for to suppose otherwise, is to make the 
most stupendous effort of the Divine mind less worthy 
of our admiration than the least. It is, indeed, a 
marvellous thing that Christ should have come to 
suffer and die for man; but, as God appointed it, 
there can be no doubt of its necessity. He who is 
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infinitely wise selected this method ; and we hare no 
right to question His wisdom. We have no reason 
from the nature of God, or from the analogy of His 
other works, to suppose that he would adopt a plan 
which must inyolve a needless expenditure of power. 
He put forth His hand to rescue a lost world by the 
death of His Son, because He knew that *Hhere is none 
other name under heaven^ given among men, wherein/ tee 
must be saved" (Acts ii. 12). 

Here we might leave the question : but that I may 
disarm of all hope those who are looking for some 
other and better way of salvation, I shall endeavour 
to show how utterly impossible would have been our 
redemption if Christ had not, in love and mercy, 
undertaken the work assigned Him. 

But, before we enter upon this topic, it behoves us 
to ascertain the nature of that moral disturbance 
which the Atonement is designed to repair. The 
disease must be known, or the value of the remedy 
cannot be perceived. The condition to which man is 
reduced by sin, and the danger to which he is exposed, 
must be understood, ere we shall be able to comprehend, 
and appreciate that scheme of love and mercy, by which 
we are restored to all that was forfeited and lost by 
our rebellion. 

Man may be considered, figuratively, in two positions 
relative to God — as an insolvent debtor, and as a 
rebel. To the first condition he is brought by failing 
to perform the duty which he owed to God as his 
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Creator and Father ; and^ to the second, by his contempt 
for, and direct opposition to, the Divine authority and 
government. 

Man was required to render nnto Gk)d implicit 
obedience. The law was framed to be obeyed. Nothing 
could emancipate the servant from the obligation of 
this duty. That he should love God with all the 
powers of his soul, was the manifest will of the 
Lawgiver, and nothing short of the most perfect 
compliance with this demand could satisfy a just God. 

In the performance of this duty, man has woefully 
&iled. When Adam sinned, he violated this law of 
love. The simple act of disobedience of which he was 
guilty may seem, when superficially regarded, only a 
light offence ; but when it is considered that in it was 
involved the violation of this great principle, it is seen 
to be the same offence which has characterized sin in 
every subsequent age. He failed in the performance 
of his manifest duty, and incurred a heavy debt, which 
he was unable to discharge. 

From that moment to the present^ the whole pos- 
terity of Adam have walked in his footsteps. The 
change in man's condition by his expulsion from Eden 
did not change his position as a servant of God. He 
was, after his fedl, as much obliged to obey the law as 
he was before that fatal event, and nothing has ever 
removed from him that obligation. But, how has it 
been fulfilled? Alas! every man has fidled in the 
performance of his duty ; and, consequently, every one 
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is a debtor to God. We owe the most perfect love ; 
but, wherewith can we pay the debt P How can we, 
who are utterly insolvent, meet such an obligation ? 
How can we satisfy the claim of justice P If we could 
strictly obey from this- moment, will that be sufficient P 
Most certainly not. Justice demands the full payment. 
A paltry dividend cannot satisfy the creditor. Sub- 
sequent obedience, if faithfully rendered, may be 
sufficient to meet subsequent demands, but cannot 
compensate for previous defalcation. 

Eeader, thou art implicated in this awAil charge. 
God required thee to love Him, but this thou hast not 
done. Look at thy conduct, examine thine heart, and 
thou wilt see how much thou hast loved and served 
thyself morethan God. Thecreature has hadmoreof thy 
heart than the Creator ; and, therefore, thouhast incurred 
a heavy debt which no service of thine can liquidate. 
Thou art insolvent, and cannot pay one farthing of that 
sum which thou owest. Justice will demand, but 
demand in vain, the satisfaction of her claim. 

The state to which man is reduced by sin, may be 
regarded also, as one of rebellion. 

God is a Sovereign, and man is His subject. The 
most paternal government was constituted for the 
protection, comfort, and happiness of the human race ; 
and no higher duty was required of the subjects of this 
kingdom, than that of loyal submission and obedience. 
But this delightful harmony and loving relationship 
between the Sovereign and His subjects, was an offence 
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to the malicious spirit of evil. He hated God, and 
hated man for God's sake. He beheld a new exhibition 
of the greatness, goodness, and active benevolence of 
Jehovah, and he burned with a horrid desire to mar 
its beautiful arrangements, and frustrate the loving 
purpose of the mind which contrived it. He saw how 
inferior was man to himself in intelligence, subtlety, 
and power ; and perceived that there was an opportunity, 
at last presented, to manifest his diabolical hatred of 
that great Being who had thrust him out of heaven, 
and consigned him to eternal despair. 

Actuated by such feelings, the devil came to Adam, 
and easily persuaded him to violate the covenant which 
God had made with him ; and, from that moment, the 
relationship between man and his Maker was changed. 
God was stiU the Universal King. Nothing that was 
done could shake His authority, or weaken His power ; 
but man was no longer His loyal subject. Allied with 
the greatest enemy of God, he was now placed in 
opposition to heaven. His will, which before was in 
concord with that of God, was now, in all things, 
contrary thereto ; and, from a loving obedient subject, 
he was transformed into a daring rebel — the enemy of 
God by wicked works. (Col. i. 21.) From that 
moment, man has continued to rebel against the 
government and authority of God. Every one who 
has descended from Adam's loins, has inherited his 
spirit, and followed his example ; and now, there is 
not one faithfiil subject of the King to be found in this 
portion of His dominions. 
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The sentence pronounced against man for this 
rebellion is death ; and this condemnation is passed 
upon all men, for that all haye sinned. (Rom. v. 12.) 
It is not by Adam's sin alone, or by one overt act, 
that each is brought into this position. One act, 
indeed, would have been sufficient, as we see in the 
case of the first offender ; but one act is not the amount 
of each man's guilt ; and were one sin pardoned, there 
are thousands of accusations still recorded against him, 
for every one of which he is worthy of death. 

This being the situation of man in relation to God, 
justice stands forth to demand two things — ^the law's 
ftdfilment by man, and the full payment of the penalty he 
has incurred by his rebellion ; and no scheme of salva- 
tion, which does not effect these objects, can be accepted 
as a propitiation, by an infinitely holy and just Q-od. 

From this condition it is impossible for man to 
rescue himself. He has not wherewith to pay his debt ; 
and the penalty of his transgression must annihilate 
his hope. Neither is it possible that he can redeem 
his brother ; for the most thoughtless must see that no 
salvation can be obtained which depends upon man to 
accomplish. All the duty which he can render he 
already owes to God ; how then can he obey the law 
for another ? On account of his own sins he must 
die ; how then can his death atone for the sins of 
another? For such a sacrifice a victim pure and 
and spotless must be found ; but where, seeing that 
there is not a sinless man upon the earth ? 
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As the work of redemption, demanded by infinite 
mercy, was to be accomplished, and as sinfiil man 
could not undertake it, we see the necessity of a vica- 
rious atonement ; or, in other words, the substitution of 
another's obedience and death for man's : but where 
could a substitute be found, in whom centres all the 
requisite accomplishments for such an of&ce — ^who, 
though above the law, will yet place himself under it 
— ^who can fully discern all its demands, and then obey 
them ; and who, after rendering this obedience, is able 
and willing to suffer the penalty of a transgressor, and 
bear the weight of that curse which justice must inflict 
upon man for his rebellion P 

Doubtless, an angel might have been commissioned 
to imdertake this labour of love, had one been found 
with power sufficient for it ; but this great work, not 
even the highest archangel could accomplish. The 
cherubim and seraphim are servants of God, who 
delight to execute the commands of their King : yea, 
even Michael, the highest of heavenly princes, is 
bound as a subject, to render unto God the most per- 
fect obedience. Had an angel descended in human 
form for the purpose of honouring the law, he, doubt- 
less, would, as far as he perceived its import, most 
strictly have obeyed ; but as he owes already the best 
service he can render, as he is bound to love God with 
all his powers, he could not love for man also. Over 
and above the payment of his own debt of obedience, 
he could have spared nothing ; and, therefore, could 
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not, in man's name and stead, have obeyed for him. 
Thus we see that the same difficulty which presents 
itself to the mind, when we ask why man cannot 
redeem his brother, comes in as palpable a shape 
when we think of redemption by angels. We perceive 
that no creature under the Divine government could 
perform this work, because no creature is above law.* 
No intelligent being exists in all the wide dominions 
of Jehovah, who does not owe to Him the most perfect 
love which he is capable of exhibiting ; and whereso- 
ever he is, whether on earth clothed in human flesh, 
or in heaven shining before the throne, he cannot do 
more than obey; and this is what always, and in every 
place, is demanded of him. Of what folly, then, are 
those guilty, who talk of works of supererogation — 
who imagine that by some extra effort they may accu- 
mulate a fund of merit which shall avail for the souls 
of others, as weU as for their own ! Alas, these little 
know what God requires to redeem one sinful soul from 
that heavy curse which must sink it, if unredeemed, 
-to hell. But, if these are foolish, what shall we say 
of those, who, rejecting the Deity of Christ, talk of a 
• creature substitute for man, and dare to place their 
hope of pardon upon the slender foundation which 
they discern in a creature's merit P 
As, then, neither by man nor angel, could this 

* Angels sinned, 2 Peter ii. 4; therefore they must have been 
under a law ; for where no law is, there is no transgression. Bom. It. 15. 
IJohniii. i. 
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fallen world be rescued from the danger which threat- 
ened it, to whom can we turn for deKverance but to 
Him who is appointed by God to accomplish this 
work ? Who, but God himself, could have redeemed 
us from the curse of the law ; and who, but the Man 
Christ Jesus, could have paid our penalty? Had 
Christ not been God, He could not have obeyed for 
us, and, had He not been man, He could not have 
died for us. Here, then, was the necessity of that 
marvel of marvels, God in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself, (2 Cor. v. 19.) Ood manifest in the 
flesh, (1 Tim. iii. 16.) Christ made a little lower 
than the angels, (Heb. ii. 7) ; born of a woman, made 
under the law, that He might redeem them that are 
under the law. (Gal. iv. 4-5.) 

But, it may be said, if there was a necessity for so 
wonderful an exhibition of Divine love, surely we 
should have a clear iutimation of God's great and glo- 
rious purpose. This is a reasonable expectation ; for 
the first inquiry of every one iu search of truth should 
be, " What saith the Scripture ? '* God has given a 
written revelation of His will, and to this record we 
must resort iu every case of difficulty and doubt 
respecting that will. 

Now, as we presume from the infinite goodness of 
God that man shall be saved, we naturally turn 
to the iospired word to ascertain whether there 
are intimations of the Divine intention; and whether 
the promise of a vicarious atonement is sufficiently 

G 
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clear to warrant man in looking with confidence for 
its fulfilment. 

The Jews, who venerated the writings of Moses and 
the Prophets as the revealed word of God, ever enter- 
tained the hope of a Deliverer. But though this hope 
was well founded, their notion of the nature and work 
of the Messiah was most gross and extravagant. They 
looked only for a triumphant prince, whose mission 
would be for the purpose of restoring their nation to 
its pristine renown, and raising their mountain far 
above all other mountains. This error was owing to 
their partial view of the prophecies relating to Christ. 
They overlooked those which spoke of His first advent, 
which was one of humiliation and suffering, and fixed 
their eye upon those which tell of His future advent, 
when He will come again, in power and great glory, to 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever. 

With this view of their Messiah adopted by the 
Jews we have nothing further to do, than to urge it as 
presumptive evidence of God's intention to send into 
the world a Deliverer ; but we possess the same Scrip- 
tures from which they derived their hope, and may 
look into them to ascertain whether this presumption 
may be carried forward to a full and positive proof of 
God^s gracious purpose to send His Son. 

There must have been in the Divine mind an eternal 
intention to send the Saviour; but, though God 
foreknew His purpose, and predetermined every circum- 
stance of Christ's mission, it was only by degrees that 
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fhe light was connuunicaied which was finally to illu- 
minate the world. The doctrine of a Messiah was 
gradually unfolded; and not until the time of His 
advent drew neai, did it please God to make fully 
manifest His gracious design. 

At the first inroad of sin, the Eedeemer is promised 
as the seed of the woman who shall bruise the serpent's 
head (Gen. iii. 15) ; then as Abraham's seed, in whom 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed (Gen. 
xii. 3). Afterwards, the dying Jacob says of Him, 
" the sceptre shall net depart from Judahy nor a lawgiver 
from between his feet until 8hiloh come, and unto Him 
shall the gathering of the people be" (Gen. xlix. 10.) 
Then Moses affirms that in due time a prophet greater 
than himself should be raised up, whom all true 
Israelites shall serve. (Deut. xviii. 16.) 

Thus, in this early period of the Church, God was 
pleased to make known His ultimate design by a simple 
promise ; but as the world grew older, and the hour of 
deliverance approached, the trumpet gave a more cer- 
tain sound, and the prophecies relating to Christ were 
both more numerous and particular; therefore, from 
the time of David to the last of the prophets we may 
expect to find a more minute description of His person 
and work. 

The short and general descriptions of the earUer 
writers, te which reference has been made, all relate 
to a great and dignified person ; so that the Jewish 
people could not have been surprised when, in subse-, 

g2 
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quent times, the promised Messiah was spoken of as a 
King, whose inheritance should be the uttermost parts 
of the earth (Psahn ii. 8), and who should sit at Jeho- 
vah's right hand, until all His enemies are subdued 
and made His footstool (Psalm ex. 1) ; but, great must 
have been their astonishment when, by the same pro- 
phets, their Messiah is described as *' a man of sorrows 
and acquainted mth grief — as stricken of God, and 
afflictedy^ (Isa. liii. 3-4)— as *^poor and needy ^^ (Psalm 
Ix. 17), and ^^encompassed mth tnnumerabk evils,'' 
(ibid, V. 12) : yet this combination of glory and humi- 
liation they could not but see is the characteristic of 
Christ, which runs through the Messianic prophecies, 
and distinguishes Him from all other rulers and poten- 
tates who have, at any period, flourished in the Jewish 
state. 

But, lest these general descriptions of the Messiah 
might be misinterpreted, the Holy Spirit has conde- 
scended to give unto us certain particulars, which 
enable us to identify the person described. Thus we 
find that He was to come into the world during the 
existence of the regal power (Gen. xlix. 10), and 
before the destruction of the second temple (Mai. iii. 1). 
He was to come of Abraham's seed (Gen. xii. 3), of 
the tribe of Judah (Gen. xlix. 10), and of David's 
line (Psalm cxxxii. 11). He was to be bom of a 
virgin (Isa. vii. 14), in the city of Bethlehem (Mic. v. 2). 
'.Before Him a messenger was to prepare His way 
(Mai. iii, 1). He was to be a preacher of the gospel 
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(Isa. bd. 1), and a worker of miracles (Isa. xxxv. 4, 5, 6). 
He was to be despised and rejected of men (Isa. liii. 3), 
sold for thirty pieces of silver (Zee. xi. 12), taken from 
prison and from judgment (Isa. liii. 8), scourged (Isa. 
1. 6), and then cut off out of the land of the living 
(Isa. liiL 8). His hands and feet were to be pierced, 
his garments parted, and lots cast for his vesture. He 
was to be numbered with the transgressors, but make 
His grave with the rich (Isa. liii.). He was to rise 
from the dead (Psalm xvi. 10), and then ascend to glory 
(Psahn xxiv. 7). 

Thus, from the earliest dawn of sin, the promise of 
a Saviour was made ; and down to the hour of His 
advent, His faithful sons were eagerly looking for its 
fulfilment; so that when at last Christ came, and 
claimed the homage of men as the King of Zion — the 
predicted Deliverer, many, who saw meeting in TTim 
all that the prophets had told of their Messiah, at once 
acknowledged that he was, indeed, the Son of God. 
(Matt xiv. 33-.John i. 49.) 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
THE COVENANTS OP REDEMPTION AND GRACE. 



** Blessed be the Lord God of Israel : for He hath visited and redeemed 
His people ; and hath raised up a mighiy salvation for us — ^to per- 
f onn the mercy promised to our f oref atheiB, and to remember His 
holy covenant" Bemdictus. 

I HAVE, now, to point out the method by which man's 
salvation was accomplished ; but, before proceeding to 
the proposed investigation, let me guard the reader 
against any presumptuous questioning of the propriety 
of that arrangement which was made for our redemp- 
tion ; for, until we can fathom the Divine mind, and 
fully comprehend the motives and end of God's design, 
and until we are able to perceive the relation which our 
fall and recovery have to God's moral government of 
other portions of His wide dominions, we are incom- 
petent to reason upon its necessity : and are required, 
humbly and thankftdly, to accept it, in the firm belief, 
that it was the best contrivance which Infinite Wisdom 
could devise to save lost man from the condemnation 
he had brought upon himself 

Thus, guarded against a too curious and speculative 
questioning of God's power and ability to save our sia- 
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fill race, without the sacrifice he made for that purpose, 
and prepared to receive as His gift the blessed redemp- 
tion He has offered, we may proceed to consider the 
method of its accomplishment, by the obedience of 
Christ in His life and death. 

As Gbd, from eternity, knew all the circumstances 
of our fall, He knew likewise its remedy ; and as He 
could not know it, unless he had designed it, we must 
regard Christ's work as an eternal redemption. God 
knew, loved, and resolved to save His people, by the 
sacrifice of His Son, from the beginning ; for, though in 
the fulness of time, Christ came to enter upon His work, 
the promise to save mankind was an engagement or 
covenant, made with His Father, before the foundation 
of the world. (Luke xi. 60 ; Eph. i. 4 ; Rev. xiii. 8). 

The covenauts of redemption and grace differ only 
in this, that while the former (which is a covenaat of 
grace, inasmuch as it is Gt)d's gift) includes only, as 
parties to it, the triune Jehovah ; the latter embraces 
man; and is made with him through Christ. The 
covenant of redemption is an agreement made between 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to save mankind 
from destruction ; while, the covenant of grace is the 
promise of this salvation to man, upon conditions — 
conditions, however, which shall not affect thefreeness 
of the gift, or the sovereignty of the Giver. 

But, though the covenant of grace is new, and has 
come in the place of the old covenant of works, it does 
not dispense with, set aside, or chaage that covenant ; 
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for the oovenant of works is unalterable, and cannot be 
superceded. 

By Adam's act his position was changed ; but, God 
remained the same — His law the same — ^His promises 
and threatenings the same. Adam could no longer 
obey, but the law still demanded obedience. The 
covenant of works was broken, but remained unre- 
pealed ; and on man still rested the obligation of strict 
conformity to it, as the ground of God's favour. Obey 
the law and Kve, disobey and die, remained as God's 
covenant with man ; and shaU remain unto the end, 
unchanged and unchangeable. 

Man, having failed to perform his obligation, and 
being reduced by that failure to a condition which 
rendered his obedience to the law impossible, must 
have perished, had not Divine Wisdom contrived the 
scheme of redemption. The first Adam, disobeyed the 
law, and broke the covenant; but a second Adam 
was provided to obey the law, and fulfil the covenant. 
The first Adam involved his constituents in the penalty 
which he brought upon himself; the second Adam 
procured for his constituents, the blessings which his 
obedience earned for himself. Thus, in titie covenant 
of redemption, the covenant of works was included. 
Christ engaged to fulfil that covenant, and man in 
Christ fulfils it also ; and the only difference between 
our present state and Adam's is this, he was to obey 
the law in his person, but we obey it in the person of 
another. Perfect righteousness was the demand made 
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in the coyenant of works, and is demanded still ; but 
the lighteoosness required of Adam was personal, 
while ours is imputed. Both Adam and ourselves are 
called to purchase life by obedience ; but he was to 
obey in his own person, while we obey in the person of 
Christ. The covenant of works, was that which Christ 
came to fulfil for us ; and as Adam's righteousness was 
personal, so was Christ's ; but as Adam failed, Christ 
came to make good his failure. 

In the covenant of redemption, it may then be said 
with truth, that man's righteousness consists in his 
obedience to the covenant of works ; for he could 
not obtain salvation without righteousness, and no 
righteousness could be obtained without the fulfilment 
of that covenant: but though he cannot obey the 
law of works, and is personally unrighteous, yet the 
righteousness of Christ is so imputed to him, as to 
become his personal property ; and shall be rewarded 
as such. Thus, in Christ, the believer stands upon the 
covenant of works ; for, united to Christ by faith, he, with 
Christ, obeys. Asin Adam wesinned, and came underthe 
condemnation of death; soinChristwearerighteous,and 
come under the life-giving promise of a covenant God. 
In our federal head, man engages to obey the law, and by 
the mystical union which exists between Christ and His 
believing children, we do faithfully fulfil our engage- 
ment. There is so intimate an union between Christ 
and the believing soul, as to constitute them one person 
in the eye of God; who sees their iniquities in His 
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Son, and beholds His righteousness in them; who con^ 
demns Him as a sinner, and rewards them as the 
righteous : and so it comes to this, as was said, that 
man stands upon the coyenant of works ; for if the 
righteousness of the believer is the righteousness of 
Christ imputed, and this righteousness is that of 
obedience to the covenant of works, then is that 
covenant still the foundation upon which our hope of 
salvation is built; we are saved by that faithfdl 
fulfilment of the law, which we render in and by our 
head — our representative — our surety. 

There is one other remark which I deem it necessary 
to make, in connection with this subject, which is this : 
that if man obey not the covenant of works in Christ, 
he must still, as Adam did, obey it in his own person. 
He who rejects Christ's suretyship, or does not care to 
enter into Him as his refiige, stands alone upon, and 
shall be judged by the law of works. The believer is 
a party to the covenant of grace, the terms of which 
are " believe and Uve," and so by fiiith he is saved ; 
but the unbeliever is under the covenant of works, 
which sternly says " do this and live ; *' and unless he 
can plead a strict compliance with this demand, he must 
die. He has elected the law of a personal righteousness, 
by which he will be tried, and, therefore, he must be 
prepared to show to the piercing eye of God, a perfect 
conformity to His will— even such a conformity as was 
required of Adam before he fell, if he is to receive the 
promised reward. If any man can do this, he will, 
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tmcloubtedly, merit and receive life, as the consequence 
of his obedience ; but who can do so ? and if not, what 
folly is there to be compared with that which stakes all — 
present peace, and future bUss — ^upon this single throw P 

The covenant of redemption is, then, an agreement 
made between the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, by which, fallen man is enabled to fulfil the 
covenant of works, and obtain life as the reward of 
his obedience, in and through a surety ; and this surety 
Christ undertook to become by assuming our flesh, 
placing himself under the law, and fulfilling *o the 
utmost, its demands. 

Inasmuch, however, as Adam had broken the law, 
and brought himself, and all whom he represented, under 
the condemnation of death, an essential part of the en- * 
gagement which Christ undertook in the covenant of 
redemption, was the payment of this penalty due by man 
for his transgressions. The penalty wasdeath; therefore, 
Christ was to die, in order that man might die in Him, 
and so discharge his heavy obligation. For this purpose 
in the covenant of redemption, Christ agreed to come 
in human flesh, and stand in man's place. He was to 
become the representative of his elect, and do for them 
that which they were unable to do. For them He was 
to obey, and for them to die, in order that they might, 
in Him, fulfil the law, and pay their debt ; and this is 
the covenant of grace, that whosoevel', by faith, is 
made one with Christ, shall participate in all the work 
and reward of his Brcdeemer. 
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The parties to the coyenant of redemption being 
equal, were competent to entertain it. Had Christ 
been inferior to the Father, a covenant, properly 
spealdng, could not have been made. Covenants 
between God and man, it is true, are spoken of; but 
these are not covenants in the strict sense of the term ; 
for those who are already bound by other obligations 
to render certain services, or perform certain duties, 
cannot covenant or agree, upon conditions, to fulfil those 
obligations. A conditional covenant can only be made 
by perfectly independent parties, each of whom has 
the power to give or withhold assent ; and this was 
the position of God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost. There was no absolute necessity laid 
upon eitiier of these august persons to undertake man's 
salvation. Perfect love moved them — ^the Father to 
send His Son, and Christ to come ; but both might 
have declined the work without any dereliction of duty, 
or stain upon their moral character. It was not to add 
to the glory of God that the covenant of redemption 
was made, for that infinite perfection could not be 
increased. It was not because there was any excellence 
in man worthy of such a sacrifice that Christ undertook 
to ofier it, for to the far-seeing eye of God, the fajl, and all 
our subsequent rebellion — the total corruption of our 
race — ^the abomination of our hearts, and our hatred 
of all that is gbdly and good, were plainly discernible. 
God saw, indeed. His people ; but He beheld them as 
raised up and rescued by His own power. He discerned 
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all iheir graces ; but He knew that those graces were 
wholly derived from Himself. He saw them saved ; 
but He beheld in Himself the author and finisher of 
their salvation. 

Then, being perfectly independent and unfettered by 
any human claim upon them, God the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost entered into a covenant to effect man^s 
salvation ; and, though we venture not to speculate on 
the imrevealed details of this arrangement, as settled in 
the secret councils of eternity, we receive it as an acknow- 
ledged truth. There is, indeed, no specific mention 
made in Holy Scripture of any council held in heaven 
to take man's concerns into Divine consideration ; but 
none can fail to infer it from the nature of the Divine 
Three engaged in our redemption ; but, chiefly from 
what the Lord says of His work ; " Loy I come : in the 
volume of the hook it is written of me, I delight to do 
Thy tvill, my God : yea, Thy law is mthin my hearth 
(Compare Ps. xl. 6—11, with Hab. x. 5—10.) " Wist 
ye not that I must he ahout My Father's htmness ?" 
(Luke ii. 49.) I came doum from heaven, not to do 
mine oum will, hut the unll of Him that sent MeJ^ 
(John vi 38.) " Even so, it is not the will of your 
Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones 
should perish." (Ibid 14 — Luke xii. 32 — John vi. 
39, 40— ibid xvii. 12— Rom. viii. 28.) That there 
was a covenant, may be further seen in the declarations 
which Christ made of His fidelity, at the conclusion of 
His work; for when His mission of mercy had 
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terminated, He could, without fear of contradiction, 
exclaim, " Father ^ I have finished the work which Thou 
gavest Me to do/' (John xvii. 4,) and upon the cross 
cry out, with full assurance of His faithful fulfilment 
of all His covenant engagements, up to the moment of 
His death, " It is finished:' (John xix. 30.) 

Leaving, then, as a recorded truth, that Christ came 
to do the eternal wiU of God, — that He was " the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world," (Rev. xiii. 8) ; 
and that life eternal was "promised before the world 
began," (Tit. i. 2), — I shall proceed to consider the 
conditions of the covenant ; for as the Parties to it 
were competent, from their perfect independence, to 
enter into conditional engagements, and as promises 
were made by both God the Father and God the Son 
to perfect, and accept man's redemption; it is upon 
these, as the terms of salvation, that our thoughts 
should dwell. 

God the Father promised, in the covenant of 
redemption, to bestow upon Christ an eternal kingdom; 
the subjects of which should consist of redeemed men, 
(Luke xxii. 29 — ^xii. 32. James ii. 5. Ps. ii. 6, &c.) ; 
and upon this promise Christ undertook to do His will. 

We have seen that, as God was both infinitely just 
and merciful, two great purposes of His will required 
accomplishment ere man's salvation could be attained. 
A law had been given, and the penalty for its violation 
was death. This law man was commanded to honour 
by strict obedience ; but not having so done, he was 
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brought under condenmatioii* Having sinned^ he must 
die, ere justice could be satisfied. 

This condition of man, led to the covenant of 
redemption. Christ only could undertake the work of 
reconciling the two opposing attributes of the Divine 
nature, Justice and Mercy ; therefore, it was the will of 
Ood that He should accomplish it, — that He should 
take man's nature, and, as his federal head and 
representative, obey the law ; and then, as man again, 
and in man's stead, pay the penalty of death for the 
violation of the law by Adam and his posterity. 

This being the purpose of the Tri-une God in 
establishing the covenant, all the details of that 
agreement, which were necessary to carry it out, were 
settled. From Christ nothing was concealed ; and all 
the humiliation to which He was required to submit, 
was pre-determined. He knew the bitterness of that 
cup which He was to drink, and could have declined it 
had He any misgiviags of the result, or thought that 
the conditions were hard ; but with this knowledge — 
with aU His earthly trials before His eyes. He entered 
upon the work, and undertook to accomplish it; because 
He saw that unless it were fully — wholly — completely 
done, man must be eternally lost. The terms proposed 
were accepted. There was no shrinking from His 
engagement. A labour of love, involving great physical 
and mental suffering, was laid before the Redeemer to 
be accepted or declined; and it was willingly, yea 
gladly, undertaken. His Father's intention was 
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declared, and Christ exdaimed, '^ I delight to do Thy 
tciUy' (Ps. xl. 8). He came to obey the law, and to 
die for man, because it was His meat to do the will of 
His father who had sent Him. (John iv. 34). 

Then, as God the Father required a righteousness, 
both of obedience and satisfaction, as the condition to 
be performed by God the Son in the covenant ; and as 
Christ undertook to perform this condition, we must 
ascertain how He was qualified for His office, and then 
whether He faithfully fulfilled His engagements : and 
as these investigations are necessary, inasmuch as upon 
Christ's qualification for His work, and the fidelity 
with which He performed it, we can alone depend for 
a participation in the promised blessings, I shall proceed 
to examine, at large, the evidence which is adduced to 
prove that our Redeemer did fully and fidthfully 
comply with all the terms of the everlasting covenant. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

OUR CX)VENANT REDEEMEB*S DIVINE QUAUFICATION 
FOR HIS WORK. 



'^0 Gk)d the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us 
miserable smnexs." 

Litany. 

It was a great and glorious work which the Son of 
God undertook to perform, when He consented to atone 
for the sins of a world. The work of redemption was 
one which no man or angel could have undertaken. 
It was a work which God himself^ in His abstract 
spiritual nature, could not have undertaken; and 
therefore, Infinite wisdom contrived the plan of a 
vicarious atonement, to be effected by an union of the 
Divine and human natures in one person, who should 
thus be fiimished with power sufficient for the work 
of satisfying justice, and justifying sinners. 

The Divinity and humanity of Christ must, therefore, 
be ever regarded as fundamental doctrines, and should 
not be passed over in any treatise which pretends to 
unfold the true nature of redemption. If Christ be 
not God, we can have no confidence in His life ; and 
if He be not man, we can have no confidence in His 

H 
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death. Before we can trust in his full and perfect 
obedience to the infinite law of God, we must be 
assured of His Divinity ; and ere we can rest peacefully 
on His death, as the sacrifice for sin, we must be 
assured of His humanity. The separation of these 
two natures would be fatal to the whole scheme of 
redemption by a vicarious atonement. If we beKeve 
that Christ was but a man, we must reject His 
obedience as insufficient for the satisfaction of justice ; 
and if we believe not in His perfect humanity, we 
cannot rest our hope on His death. 

The doctrine of Christ's Divinity being, then, so 
important a part of evangelical faith, I shall, in the 
first place, proceed to examine it by the light of God's 
Word ; and may the Holy Spirit who indited that 
Word, assist both writer and reader in the investigation 
of this great mystery of godliness, God manifest in the 
flesh. (Tim. iii. 16). 

Great, indeed, is this mystery! Its depths are 
unfathomable, its wonders are imsearchable. That 
God, the Creator of all things, should condescend to 
dwell in our frail fleshy tenement ; that He should 
stoop to the littleness of infancy; that He should place 
Himself under the guidance of earthly parents ; that 
He should suffer poverty, and shame, and death ; are 
truths which cannot but fill the mind with awe. 

The incarnation of Deity is an unfathomable wonder. 
There is in it a mystery, which we presume not 
to unravel, knowing that our powers are inadequate 
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to the effort. But, though we willingly admit that the 
subject is above reason, we do not allow that it is 
contrary to reason. It is, indeed, beyond the stretch 
of any human intellect, and cannot be unravelled by 
the skill of man ; but, this we refuse to accept as a 
reason for its denial. 

Were we to reject all that our minds cannot grasp, 
pitiful, indeed, would be our knowledge. Where is 
there a single phenomenon, either in physical or moral 
science, of which all the causes can be assigned? 
A stone falls to the ground, and we call the law by 
which this movement is governed, gravitation. But, 
if we demand the nature of this attracting power, with 
disappointment we hear that it is a mystery. We 
stretch forth the hand ; and when the physiologist is 
asked how the will can so operate upon muscular 
fibres as to produce this result, he can only answer, it 
is a mystery. 

If, then, the most familiar phenomena of nature 
daily presented to our notice, are clouded in mystery, 
without affecting our belief — ^if we constantly receive 
as settled truths, facts which reason cannot explain, 
why should our faith be shaken, and our peace 
disturbed, because " nmo we see through a glass darkly y^ — 
" the tvisdom ofOod in a mystery'' ? (compare 1 Cor. xiii. 
12 and 1 Cor. ii. 7). Great is the mystery of 
Godliness ! How, then, can we hope to comprehend 
it P If we could understand it, it would cease to be a 
mystery ; but this cannot be accomplished by any 

h2 
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efforts of our mind ; and^ therefore, in our thoughts 
and meditations upon it, when we imagine that we 
are approaching towards a conception of its nature, we 
may be sure that we are further than oyer from the 
truth. 

But, though we cannot hope by the aid of reason to 
comprehend this wonderful incarnation of God, we 
Diay, by viewing the subject in the light of Scripture, 
in some measure divest it of the obscurity which 
envelopes it, and leads to its rejection. 

The two natures of Christ, the Divine and the 
human, are perfectly distinct ; and it is by confounding 
them together that the subject has been so conAised. 
That Christ should have been bom of an earthly 
parent ; that He should have suffered the pains and 
privations of infancy; that He should have spoken 
of God as His Father, and offered up prayers to Him ; 
that He should have been tempted in all points as we 
are ; that He should have been deprived of the 
countenance of God ; and, finally, that He should have 
suffered, bled, and died, are difficulties which embarrass 
the question when His Godhead is only before the 
mind : because we know that God, in His spiritual state, 
could not thus have suffered ; but, these difficulties 
vanish when we regard Christ as man — perfect man, 
as well as perfect God, — for we then see that what it is 
impossible for the Godhead to undergo, the manhood 
was qualified to accomplish. 

The human nature of Christ was perfect, having all 
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the parts and peculiarities of our frame- work, and a 
soul distinct from the Divinity to which it was united ; 
hence, we discover in Him all the ordinary charac- 
teristics of a man. He was bom of a woman. He 
grew in wisdom and stature. He was liable to suffer 
from hunger, thirst, weariness, pain, and death. He 
could be grieved in spirit. He could feel anguish of 
mind. He could weep with those who weep, and 
mourn with those who mourn. He could sorrow for 
our sorrow; sigh over our condition; bewail the 
hiding of His Father's face ; and tremble at the 
contemplation of those bitter woes which He was called 
to endure. 

These circumstances of His earthly condition are, 
however, aU referable to His manhood, and do not 
affect the question of His Godhead : and, we may 
thank Gh>d for this evidence of His humanity ; for had 
He not exercised the ordinary peculiarities of man, we 
should be deprived of the proofs of His manifestation 
in the flesh, and consequently lose that solid rock upon 
which our hope of life eternal, by the sacrifice of 
Christ, is anchored. 

By thus keeping in view the two distinct natures of 
Christ, His perfect Godhead and His perfect manhood, 
all difficulty from this source vanishes; and we are 
enabled to reconcile many of the apparently opposing 
statements of God's word. We read that Christ 
existed before Abraham, (John viii. 58) ; and again, 
that He was Abraham's seed, (GaL iiL 16) ; that He 
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was the Lord of David, (Ps. ex. 1) ; and the Son 
of David, (Matt. xxii. 42). We are told that the 
Father is greater than the Son, (John xiv. 28) ; and 
likewise, that Christ is one with the Father, (John 
X. 30.) In one place, we read that Christ was 
made lower than the angels, (Heb. ii. 9) ; and in 
another, that all the angels are commanded to worship 
him, (Heb. i. 6). These passages appear contradictory ; 
and they would be so, if we could not refer them 
respectively to the Divine and human natures of Christ, 
each of which is distinct in its essential properties ; 
the one is immortal, the other mortal ; one constitutes 
Him the Son of God, the other the Son of man ; the 
one proves Him to be God over all, blessed for 
ever and ever, the other a Man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief. 

The same description of phraseology we employ 
daily when speaJdng of ourselves. We say, man 
thinks, perceives, and wills; is learned, wise, and 
good; and we likewise say, he walks, or sleeps; is 
tall, or fair ; and yet these are the properties of two 
distinct natures, a spiritual and a material nature: 
but from the strict union which exists, we commonly 
and properly speak of them as the qualities of one 
individual, though we know how to distiaguish those 
which are purely mental, from those which are 
corporeal : and so, in like manner, do we discriminate 
between the two natures of Christ ; for there was no 
confusion of the properties of God and man, but two 
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natures distinct in one Person. The Godhead we 
behold in His great sanctity, His creating power, and 
the wonders He performed in His own name; the 
manhood we see in His bodily and mental sufferings. 
The Godhead may be discerned in the honour demanded 
by Him'self, (John v. 23) ; and bestowed upon Him 
by His followers ; the manhood in the Divine honour 
which He rendered to His Father. The Godhead we 
see in that prophetic eye with which He foresaw the 
horrors of Calvary ; the manhood in the agony He felt 
when contemplating those sufferings. 

Thus, do we distinguish between the two natures of 
Christ, and acknowledge Him to be both God and man : 
but, as the doctrine of His Divinity is one of funda- 
mental importance, it must not be passed, without 
subjecting it to Airther careful scriptural investigation. 

Christ's Divinity may be proved by three methods. 
First, by the positive declarations of the Spirit in the 
Word. Secondly, by the xmdesigned testimony of the 
Aposties ; and. Thirdly, from its necessity in the scheme 
of redemption. 

The positive testimony is ample. 

In the Old Testament we find numerous prophecies 
relating to the Messiah, in many of which His Divinity 
is asserted. 

Was it not to Christ the Messiah that David referred, 
when he exclaimed, " The Lord said unto my Lord, 
^t thou at my right hand, until I make I%ine enemies Thy 
footstoor ? (Ps.cx. 1). 
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To whom does the prophet Jeremiah allude, hnt to 
Chriat, when he says, " Behold^ the days come, saith the 
Lard, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, 
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth. In His days Judab 
shall be saved, and Israel shaU dwell safely : cmd this is 
Sis name whereby He shall be called. The Lord our 
Bighteousness.''? (Jer. xxiiL 5. 6). Again, to what 
child, but Jesus, did Isaiah refer, when he said, " Unto 
us a Child is bom, unto us a Son is given: and the 
government shall be upon Sis shoulder : and Sis name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace'' ? (Is. ix. 6). 
Who is David speaking of, when he says, *' Oird 
Thy sword upon Thy thigh, most Mighty, with Thy 
glory and Thy Majesty, — I%y throne, God, is for ever 
and ever : the sceptre of Thy kingdom is a right sceptre '' f 
(Ps. xlv. 3. 6). Let St. Paul reply, « unto the Son he 
saith, Thy throne, God, is for ever and ever : a sceptre 
ofrighteottsnessis the sc^tre of Thy kingdom; " (Heb.i. 8). 
And, lastly, have we not apostolic assurance, (Kom. 
xiv. 10. 11. ; Phil. ii. 9. 11) that the prophet Isaiah 
had Christ Jesus in view, when he said, " Look unto 
Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth : for I am 
God, and there is none else, I hmve sworn by Myself, 
the word is gone out of My mouth in righteousness and 
shall not return. That unto Me every knee shall bow, 
every tongue shall swear J' ? (Is. xlv. 22. 23). 

In these passages, Christ Jesus is positively and 
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emphatically dedared to be Jehovah — ^The Mighty 
God — The only God unto whom imiversal adoration 
shall be given. Can we then, for one moment, suppose, 
that the Person thus designated, was only a man — a 
poor frail dependent man P 

Passing from the Old to the New Testament writers, 
we find that they are equally positive in their dedara- 
tions of Christ's Divinity. St. John says, at the very 
beginning of his gospel, " The Word was with Gody and 
the Ward was God. All things were made by Him ; 
and without Him was not anything made that was made " 
— and " the Word was made fleshy and dwelt among usJ^ 
(John L 1. 3. 14). St. Matthew says of Christ, 
'' They shall call His name Emmanuel, which being inter- 
preted is, God with usJ* (Matt. L 23). St. Peter 
exclaims of Christ, ''He is the Lord of all" (Acts x. 36), 
and St. Paul affirms, that Jesus "is over all, God blessed 
for ever" (Rom. ix. 5). " Great is the mystery of 
Godliness, God was manifest in flesh" (1 Tim. iii. 16.) 
In Chnst'^dwelleth all the JUlness of the Godhead bodily" 
(Col. ii. 9,) and ''God was in Christ,^ (2Cor. v. 19) ; all 
which, is ihe plain and positive testimony of evangelists 
and apostles to Christ's Divinity; — testimony so decisive 
of the doctrine, as to enable the believer with confidence 
to exclaim, " The Son of God is come," " this is the true 
God, and eternal life" (1 John v. 20). 

To this testimony may be added many passages, 
which, though they do not give to Christ the names of 
the Supreme God, are equally positive in their declara- 
tion of His Divinity. 
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To the Jews, ever jealoue of the honour due unto the 
only and true God, Christ says, ** I and My Father are 
one : " (John x. 30) ; and when Philip said unto Him, 
^^Lordy show us the Father" He replied, " Save I been 
so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known Me, 
Philip ? he that hath seen Me hath seen the Father; and 
how sayest thou then^ Show us the Father ? Believest 
thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me f 
The words that I speak unto you I speak not of Myself : 
but the Father that dicelleth in Me, He doeth the works. 
Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
Me : or else believe Me for the very u^orks' sake" 
(John xiv. 8—12). 

As this is the Word of God, we need no more testi- 
mony to the truth of the doctrine of Christ's Divinity; 
and should be willing to leave the subject, without 
requiring further evidence ; but that I may not injure 
the cause of truth, by omitting anything which can 
support it, I will proceed to notice another class of 
positive texts, which prove that Divine honours were 
paid to Christ. 

I must, however, premise, that many acts of adora- 
tion were not paid to our Lord during His ministry on 
earth. He was not universally acknowledged as the 
Messiah ; and it formed a part of the Divine plan, to 
unfold only by little and little this truth. Hence, 
Christ Himself rarely made the avowal, except to his 
tried friends, and then only towards the dose of His 
life. It is not surprising, fiierefore, that so few acts of 
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adoration are mentioned in the Gospels ; but there are 
a few, and to these I must briefly refer. 

Among the instances of homage done to Christ, we 
may first examine those of prostration, and inquire 
whether these acts of reverence may be regarded as 
Divine worship. 

It is well known that oriental nations entertained the 
highest veneration for their kings and heroes, whom they 
classed with their gods — and these, not only arrogated 
to themselves, but received divine honours. The act 
of prostration was, therefore, primarily, an act of wor- 
ship, though, subsequently, it may have degenerated 
into a mere civil saluation or mark of respect. Christ 
however, says "/ receive not honour from m^ni* 
(John V. 41) ; that is, the honour which men were 
accustomed to demand, and to bestow ; and, therefore, 
when this adoration was jpermitted by Him, we cannot 
suppose that He contradicted His declaration ; rather 
let us believe that it was considered by those who 
bestowed it, and Christ who received it, as an acknow- 
ledgment of His right to Divine honour. We cannot 
suppose that Christ would have sanctioned a practice 
so closely allied to idolatry, and which partook so much 
of the pride and fashion of the world, had He not been 
convinced of the propriety of motive by which Hia 
worshippers were actuated. When St. John fell down at 
the angel's feet and worshipped him, he was rebuked and 
told to worship God, (Eev. xix. 10) ; and when Corne- 
lius prostrated himself before Peter, he was commanded 
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by the Apostle to stand np ; because he also was a man, 
(Acts X. 21) ; and thns would Christ have rebuked His 
worshippers^ had He not been conscious of His Divine 
right to their adoration.* 

However condusive this argument is to some minds, 
as it may not be so to others, I will pass on to examine 
acts of worship which are of a less equivocal character. 

When Christ proved His identity to Thomas, after 
His resurrection, the astonished disciple said, ^^ My Lord 
and my OodJ* (John xx. 28.) It has been urged that 
this exclamation was one of surprise ; but if so, Thomas 
was guilty of profanity. He uses the form of expression 
which was the distinctive appellation of the Supreme 
Jehovah, and yet receives no reproof firom Jesus, in 
whose sacred presence it was uttered. This explanation 
is, therefore, obviously wrong, inasmuch as it not only 
charges the disciple with profanity, but makes Christ 
an accessory to the sin ; a supposition as xmtenable as 
it is revolting. 

Another explanation of this transaction, and one 
most commonly received, is, that Thomas, being 
satisfied that his risen Lord was standing before him, 
gives utterance to his belief in His Divinity, by the 
memorable acknowledgment he m^e. 

But, methinks, that there is, in the disciple's ex- 
clamation, " My Lord and my Qod^^ something more 



* For instances of this worship, see Matt il 2, 11— viiL 2 — 
ix. 18— xiv. Sa— XV. 26— XX. 20— xxviii. 9, 17— Mark ▼. fr— Luke ▼. 8. 
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than a mere acknowledgment of Christ's Divinity. 
Could Thomas have felt a certain assurance that he 
was standing in the very presence of the Great Jehovah 
without giving to Him that homage which was His 
due? Would he have been satisfied with a mere 
cold declaration of Christ's Deity, and have had no 
disposition to worship Him P Surely, such a state of 
eool indifference as this supposition implies, is, to say 
the least, highly improbable ; but, on the contrary, how 
natural was it for the disciple, when convinced tiiat he 
was in the Divine presence, to exclaim in accents of 
profound adoration, "-3fy L&rd and my QodP 

It was not, however, xmtil after the ascension, that 
the most decided instances occur of Divine worship 
offered to Christ. 

When the martyr Stephen was resigning his soul 
to God, and had his eyes fixed upon the glory of the 
celestial abode, at a moment when he was ihe least 
likely to violate the law, he prayed to Christ, saying, 
" Lord Jesm, receive my spirit. And he kneekd daum, 
and cried toith a loud voices Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep J* 
(Acts vii. 59, 60.) 

St. Paul prayed to Christ three times for deliverance 
from the thorn in his flesh ; and added, ^*Ee said unto 
me. My grace is sufficient for thee : for My strength is 
made perfect in weakness. Most gladly, thereforey" 
continued the Apostle, "will I rather glory in my 
infirmity, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.'* 
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(2 Cor. xii. 9.) In his vision, seen in Patmos, St. 
John beheld angels and redeemed men falling down 
before the Lamb that was slain, and exclaiming, 
" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, 
and riches, and vnsdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing,*^ And he himself cried out, 
" blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever." (Eev. v. 12, 13.) 

The conversion of Saul of Tarsus presents us with 
another instance of prayer offered to Christ, for, said the 
stricken sinner to Jesus, " Lord, what unit thou have me 
to do" (Acts.ix.6.) And, lastly, Ananias said to Christ, 
" Lord, I have heard from muny of this man, how much 
evil he hath dons to Thy servants in Jerusalem : and 
here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all 
that call upon Thy name" (Acts ix. 13, 14.) Thus, 
did the Apostles and Martjrrs pray to Christ, as to 
God ; and if so, we have no need of farther evidence 
to convince us of His right to Diviue honour. We see, 
in the acts of these worthies, that the command " at 
the name of Jesus, every knee should bow, in heaven, and 
in earth, and under the earth ; and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of Qod the 
Father" was obeyed, (Phi.ii. 10, 11.) and that they well 
imderstood the Spirit when He said, ^^aUmen shall honour 
the Son, even as they honour the Father" (John v. 23.) 

The worship of Jehovah is alone authorized ; for it 
is written, " Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
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Him only ahatt thou serve.*^ (Matt. iv. 10.) "J aw the 
Lord : that is my name : and My glory will I not give 
to another" (Is. xlii. 8.) " See thou doit not : for I 
am thy/ellow'sermnt : — worship Ood; " (Rev. xxii. 9.) 
said an angel to an apostle, when he fell at his feet ; 
and yet Christ received worship, adoration, praise, and 
honour, both from men and angels. What conclusion, 
then, can we arrive at but this, that Christ is God — equal 
in honour and power with the Father, and worthy of 
aU glory and service, as the Supreme Jehovah P 

Having now adduced a small portion of the positive 
evidence in proof of Christ's Divinity, with which the 
Scriptures aboxmd, I shall proceed to examine the 
undesigned allusions to the doctrine which we discover 
in the sacred writings. 

Of the various descriptions of evidence, there is none 
which is so convincing as indirect and undesigned 
testimony ; for, however valuable positive statements 
may be to confirm those who are already settled in 
their opinions, this kind of evidence often fails when 
adduced for the conviction of unbelievers, because it lies 
open to the charge of corruption, or interpolation. All 
the passages which directly prove Christ's Divinity 
have been thus assailed and discarded by impugners of 
the doctrine. At one time by an ingenious transposi- 
tion of words, the sense of a passage is changed, while 
at another, the same result is obtained by a different, 
though still granmiatical translation ; but when the 
grammatical structure of a passage will admit of no 
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other rendering than that which our English transla- 
tors have given, and its sense cannot be disputed with- 
out the grossest violation of the established rules of 
interpretation, its genuineness is boldly denied; and 
so, the difficulty and the doctrine are got rid of together. 
But, when we argue from the undesigned proofe 
afforded by the sacred text — ^from the practice of the 
Apostles and primitive Christians, together with the 
testimony of their enemies to the nature of their 
opinions— we spread wide, deep, and solid, the base 
upon which our positive testimony may be built. 

The Evangelists and Apostles, when speaking of 
Christ and His work, frequently quote passages from 
the Old Testament writers which they apply to Him ; 
many of which, when examined, will be found appli- 
cable to Jehovah alone, and could not, without mani- 
fest blasphemy, be applied to an inferior being. Some 
of these I shall adduce, in order to show that, as they 
were used by inspired men to describe Christ and His 
wotk, they afford most valuable and conclusive proof 
of His Divinity. 

St. John, in his gospel, after speaking of Christ's 
miracles, says, '^ These things said JEsaias, when he saw 
His glory, and spake of Him," (John xii. 41.) 

Now, if we turn to the passage in Isaiah to which 
the Evangelist refers, we shall find that the glory he 
speaks of was that of God ; for thus says the Prophet, 
" In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and His train 
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filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims : each 
one had six mngs; with twain he covered his face^ and 
with twain he covered his feet, and with troain he did fly. 
And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, 
is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory. 
And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that 
cried, and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, 
Woe is me ! for I am undone; because I am a mun of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips : for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
of hosts," (Isa. vi. 1-5.) 

Now, without intending at the time he quoted this 
passage to speak of Christ's Divinity, the evangelist 
has here given the most convincing testimony to its 
truth. He says, that Isaiah saw Christ's glory ; but 
the prophet declares that the brightness he witnessed 
was the glory of Jehovah ; therefore, Christ and Jeho- 
vah are one ; or, in plain language, Christ is God. 

In his epistle to the Corinthians, St. Paul gives 
this caution to these Christians, " Neither let us tempt 
Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed 
of serpents," (1 Cor. x. 9.) Now, if these persons here 
addressed, turned to the account of Israel's murmuring 
and punishment, to which the apostle alludes, they 
would discover undesigned yet evident proof of Christ's 
Divinity ; for it is said, " The people spake against God. 
And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. 
Therefore the people came to Moses, and said. We have 

I 
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sinned, far tee have spoken against the Lord (Jehovah), 
and against thee.'* (Num. xxi. 5-8.) 

But, should it be said that St. Paul simply cautions 
the Corinthians against tempting Christ, as the mur- 
muring Israelites tempted God in the wilderness, I 
reply, that even this interpretation of the passage, 
goes far to prove the Divinity of Christ, inasmuch as it 
leads us to suppose that to tempt Him is an offence 
similar to that committed by the Jews when they 
tempted Jehovah. But, that this is not the meaning 
of St. Paul, we discover by referring to the context^ 
where we see that he is speaking of Christ as the 
tempted one ; He being with Israel in the wilderness, 
and the refreshing stream that followed them from the 
smitten rock. After having asserted that Christ was 
with Israel in their wanderings, and that the faithful 
did spiritually discern Him in the smitten rock, and 
its refreshing water, and after warning the Corinthians 
against tempting Christ as the Jews tempted God, the 
Apostle would have been guilty of the most dangerous 
carelessness, if he, at the time, thought that a dis- 
tinction exists between the Jehovah of the Old Testa- 
ment and the Lord of the New. After such language 
spoken by authorized teachers, and inspired apostles, 
who would be guilty of idolatry in giving Divine 
honour tp Christ? And who does not see in this 
undesigned testimony the proof of Christ's Divinity. 

In the first chapter of Genesis, the creation is 
ascribed to God ; and, in another place it is said " in 
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9w daps JehomA made the heavens and the earth/* 
(Ex. XX. 11) ; but, by St. John and St. Paul, Christ is 
called the Creator ; for the fonner dedares that " all 
things were made by Him; and without Sim was not 
anything made that was made** (John i. 3.) And the 
latter says, '^ Ood hath in these last days spoken unto 
us by His Son, whom He hath appointed heir of all 
things; by whom aJsoSe made the worlds** (Heb.i. 1-2.) 
In these declarations we possess the undesigned, 
and therefore invaluable, testimony of two inspired 
writers to the Divinity of Christ — testimony the more 
weighty when we consider the relation of John to 
Christ, as one of His immediate disciples, and the 
learning of St Paul, with his skQl in the use of the 
language in which he wrote. Surely, if Christ be not 
God, these men have involved us in a dangerous diffi- 
culiy; for we must either believe that Christ was 
Divine, or tiiat the words of these writers are false. 
If the early Christians were acquainted with the Old 
Testaiqent, they would remember that the Supreme 
Jehovah, and none else, created all things; and, 
therefore, when they heard an evangelist and apostle 
declare that Christ made the world, they must either 
have supposed that their declaration was contrary to 
that of Moses, or that Christ and Jehovah are one. 
We see that St. Paul makes no attempt to qualify his 
language, and gives to his hearers no warning of 
danger ; but, on the contrary, he confirms his declaration 
by his subsequent description of Christ, as the upholder 

i2 
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of all things by the word of his power ; as more exalted 
than the highest seraph ; as an object of adoration 
and worship to the angels ; as the brightness of the 
Father, and the express image of His person ; and, 
finally, as God sitting upon His everlasting throne, 
ai^ swaying over His universal kingdom, the sceptre 
of righteousness. (Heb. i. 3-8.) 

Again, one more instance of the same description 
of testimony may be adduced. In the Psalms are 
these words, addressed to Jehovah, " my God, take 
me not away in the midst of my days : thy years are 
throughout all generations. Of old hast Thau laid the 
foundation of the earth : and the heavens are the work 
of Thy hands. They shall perish, but Thou shalt endure : 
yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment ; as a ves-^ 
ture shalt Thou change them, and they shall be changed: 
but Thou art the same, and Thy years shall have no end.'* 
(Psahn cii. 24-27.) 

Now these words, which are addressed by the 
Psalmist to the Supreme Jehovah, are quoted, by St. 
Paul in his ascription of praise to Christ (Heb. i. 10-12) ; 
therefore must we regard this application thereof by 
an inspired apostle as the most conclusive evidence of 
that Divinity which this eminent servant of Christ 
was ever willing to ascribe to his Lord and Master. 

Now, having endeavoured to prove the doctrine of 
Christ's Divinity by the positive testimony of Scripture, 
and the undesigned evidence of evangelists and apostles, 
I proceed to show that it is essential to the perfection 
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of the Gospel scheme ; by wliich I mean not to assert 
thai, it was impossible for God to have adopted another 
plan of salvation, but that, in the one he was pleased 
to appoint, there was a necessity for the Divinity of 
of the chief agent who was to be employed in its 
execution. 

It may sound like presumption to say, that there is 
anything which God cannot do ; but surely no one is 
chargeable with that offence who declares, that it is 
impossible for God to sin, or that God cannot deceive ; 
and in the same sense we may ai&rm, that it was 
impossible for God to redeem the world by a vicarious 
atonement, without the sacrifice of a Divine and inde- 
pendent being. A creature, inferior to God, could not 
have undertaken the work of redemption; for none but 
a being who is above the law, could have merited for 
man salvation by his obedience ; and, with all rever- 
ence be it spoken, God could not have created such a 
being, because the relationship to God of any creature 
He might create, would necessarily entail upon him 
tiie obligation of obedience, and, if obliged to obey^ 
if in duty bound to love God at all, he would be re- 
quired to Tender Him the best service which his nature 
was capable of performing; and, therefore, as no 
creature could be emancipated from the law, it became 
necessary that our Redeemer should be God Himself. 
He who owed no debt, could alone, by his volimtary and 
perfect obedience to his own law, procure for man a 
fond of merit sufficient to meet the claims against him ; 
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therefore, Jehovali came as ** The Lord our righteous^ 
ness" (Jer. xxiii 6) ; therefore " tvas Ood in Chrkt 
reconciling the world unto himself y* (2 Cor. v. 19); 
therefore He took a body, and placed himself under 
the law as a creature, that He might '' redeem them 
that are under the law^ (Gal. iv. 6.) 

Thus only, by the mystical union of the Divine and 
human natures, could the atonement have been per- 
fected« By stooping to our flesh, God was able to make 
Himself a servant ; and by raising our flesh to an union 
with Himself, He enabled it to render a perfect obe- 
dience ; which obedience . not being offered as a debt, 
but as a work of merit, could all be transferred to man's 
account, in liquidation of the heavy obligation under 
which he was laid. 

The union of the Divine with the human nature was 
also necessary to give an infinite value to the atone- 
ment. The law which man dishonoured was an infinite 
law — ^it was the transcript of God's mind ; and, there- 
fore, could not have been perfectly obeyed by any 
being, who possessed not the power of discerning its 
extent and fulness: but, what creature could have 
measured its vastness or fathomed its depths P What, 
but an infinite imderstanding could have comprehended 
it? and who but an Omnipotent Being could have 
AilfilleditP 

To this it may be objected, that as finite angels and 
men were placed under a law, and required to render 
perfect obedience, the law cannot be infinite ; for God 
would not have demanded of them an impossible duty. 
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But, it has never been asserted that Qtxi required 
of man or of angels, such an amount of obedience as 
an infinite law would demand of a being capable of 
comprehending and obeying it. God's law is adapted 
to the nature of the creatures who are required to obey, 
and He is fully satisfied when they act faithMly 
according to their capacity. As perfect a love was 
required of Adam as he was capable of feeling, and no 
more ; but the capacity of angels being larger, a higher 
degree of the same affection is demanded of them, 
though still no more than they can render ; and, if 
there were other beings higher in power and intel- 
ligence, rising in their several orders towards the 
perfection of God, from each would be required a 
degree of obedience exactly proportioned to the degree 
of his ability ; and still, the excellence of the highest 
would be but an approach to the perfection of the 
Divine mind, and could be no more regarded as an 
infinite obedience than can that of men. But, though 
God did not impose upon man the duty of an infinite 
obedience, it was, nevertheless, an infinite law which 
he violated. Adam broke the whole law, and cast 
dishonour upon the majesty of God, by only one trans- 
gression ; and so, in like manner, do we still offend 
against an infinite law, and deserve its condemnation 
whensoever we sin. The magnitude of our wickedness 
is not diminished by our inability to comprehend the 
extent of God's will, any more than the criminality of 
the felon is lessened, by his ignorance of the whole 
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statute law of the land ; and as the latter hy one crime 
pffends against the majesty of the whole law, so does 
the former, hy a finite transgression, offend against an 
infinite command. 

Then, as man had hroken an infinite law, an infinite 
satisfaction was necessary. It was not simply to pay 
the deht which man had incurred, that an atonement 
was required, hut to give honour to that law which had 
heen dishonoured ; and in the most puhlic manner, to 
vindicate its claim to the obedience of all creatures 
throughout the vast dominions of God: therefore, 
when Christ undertook to do His Father's will, He 
engaged to honour the law in its every demand, and, 
hy an infinite satisfaction, give all glory to God. 

Now, as this honour to the law could not have heen 
rendered hy a finite creature ; — as neither man nor angel 
could have accomplished a work so vast; God, the only 
infinite, engaged to perform it; and this He did 
effectually in the person of Christ, who " was made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the 
lawy' (Gal. iv. 4. 5) and ''fulfil all righteoumessJ' 
(Matt. iii. 16). 

Having, in this rapid manner, glanced at the great 
doctrine of Christ's Divinity, I must, before passing on 
to other matters, endeavour to impress upon the reader 
its absolute necessity as an article of faith. In all 
ages of the Church, it has been regarded as an essential 
and fundamental truth ; and against no other doctrine 
of Christianity has the enemy so powerfully contended^ 
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From the times of the apostles down to the present 
moment, there have heen those who have striven to 
rob Christ of this glory ; yet, what do they gain by 
their zeal against the truth P but a cold, hollow^ 
philosophical system, which can give to man no com- 
fort in life, and no hope in death. The atonement of 
Christ derives aU its virtue from His Divinity : take 
this away, and you remove the very foundation of 
Christianity ; for " None can by any means redeem his 
brother, nor give to God a ramom/or him.'' (Ps. xlix. 7). 

Seeing, then, the necessity of upholding the doctrine 
of Christ's Divinity, and keeping the faithful always 
fully persuaded of its truth, the Church, ever alive to 
the best interests of her children, has placed the sub- 
ject most prominently before us in aU her services. It 
was to guard us against the growing heresy of Arians, 
and other kindred corrupters of the truth, that she 
enlarged her creeds from time to time, by more 
particular declarations of the catholic faith ; and it was 
to expose all such heretics, that she called upon her 
faithful children, in the most public manner, to ''honour 
the Son even as they honour the Father," (John v. 23) 
by bowing the knee lowly at the name of Jesus. 
(Is. xlv. 23; Eom. xiv. 11 ; Phil. ii. 10) see 18th 
Canon. 

Let us then, as we value this truth, preserve intact 
those fences, which the Church, in her wisdom, saw fit 
and necessary, at the moment of her greatest danger 
from Arian apostates, to place around it. They were 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



122 OUR COVENANT GOB. 

needful once, and God only knows, how soon they may 
be found necessary again. Many of those Churches 
which cast them aside as useless forms, have fallen into 
^ocinian darkness, rationalism, or infidelity; while 
we, through the mercy of God, have been preserved as 
a Church faithful to the truth committed by Christ 
unto His saints. The enemy of aU righteousness has 
aimed a blow at her articles, her creeds, and her 
liturgy; he would have them expunged; or so ex- 
plained, as to mystify and destroy them; but let us 
cleave to " the form of sound words'* (2 Tim. i. 13) 
committed to our care — ^let us maintain our landmarks, 
or, peradventure, we, as a Church, may soon wander 
into the devious ways, which error, in its hundred 
forms, has marked out for itself to walk ih» 
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CHAPTER X. 

OUB CJOVENANT REDEEMER'S HUMAN QUALIFICATION 
FOR ms WORK. 



^^ It is veiy meet, ngH and our bonnden diity, th&t we should at all 
times, and in all places, give thanks nnto Thee Lord, Holy 
Father, Almighty, Eyerlasting God, becanse Thon didst give Jesus 
Chiist Thine only Son to be bom for ns, who by the operation of 
the Holy Ghost was made veiy man of the substance of the Virgin 
Mary His mother ; and that without spot of sin, to make us dean 
from all sin." CommuniotL 



As I have endeayoured to sbow how well Chiist 
qualified for His office, by reason of His Divinity ; I 
shall now proceed to point out the perfection of His 
humanity ; and strive to prove how necessary it was, in 
order to fit Him for the work which He undertook to 
accomplish. 

When God prepared for His Son a body, He 
&shioned it in all things like imto man. It was not, 
as the Manicheans and Marcionists taught, a mere 
spiritual body that our Lord occupied, but a body of 
flesh and blood — bone of our bone, and flesh of our 
flesh ; and it wias not a mere body, as some believed, 
who supposed that the Word occupied the place of a 
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soul, but a body like man's, animated by a spirit sucb as 
we possess ; in short, in soul and body Christ was a 
perfect man, and only differed from us in the superior 
holiness of His nature, and the wonderful union which 
existed between Him and God. 

That Christ possessed a true and perfect human 
nature, is fully proved by His whole history. He was 
bom after the manner of men, — of a woman. He was 
first a babe, but grew up to manhood. There was 
nothing in His form or habits, in which He differed 
from His disciples : with them He lived in poverty, 
sharing their privations, rejoicing with those who 
rejoiced, and weeping with those who wept. His acts 
were those of a man ; He mingled with men in their 
daily pursuits, sat with them at their boards, refreshed 
Himself when weary with food and repose, passed 
through temptations, sorrows, and afflictions; and, 
finally, suffering the pains of martyrdom, ended His 
earthly work by a violent death. 

Does any man need further proof of Christ's perfect 
human nature P let him \mfold his Bible, and he will 
find there a chain of positive evidence, which cannot 
fail to convince the mind fliat is open to conviction ; 
indeed, the wonder is, that it should ever have been 
questioned ; and, I believe, it never would have been 
doubted, had it not clashed with the foolish pseudo* 
philosophical notion of the Docetaa, who held, that as 
matter was created by a wicked and malicious being, 
and was the cause of all evil, the Son of God would 
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not have entered and occupied a material body ; and 

therefore, that which appeared to be a body, was but 

a phantom or shade. But, the inquirer after truth 

whose mind is not pre-occupied with any of man's 

conceits, will find to his comfort and joy, that Christ 

was ^^ found in fashion as a man,*' (Phil. ii. 8.) and 

tempted in all points as we are; (Heb. iv. 15.) 

that a body was prepared for Him (Heb. x. 6) ; and, 

when the hour had come for His humiliation. He was 

bom of a virgin, in Bethlehem of Judea. (Luke i. 27.) 

From the time of His birth to the hour of His death, 

we find in Christ the prophet's words fulfilled, " Se 

was a man of sorrows, and acqttainted with grief 

{Is. liii, 3.) He waded through a sea of bodily and 

mental sufilering ; for, though we behold in His 

character aU the finer qualities of our moral nature, — 

patience, meekness, humility, gentleness, compassion, 

love, and inexhaustible benevolence — He was despised 

and rejected, maligned, hated, and persecuted. 

In all points, Christ's human nature was like ours, 
with one exception, for " in Him is no sin,' (1 John 
iiL 5). Had He been aflfected with our original 
depravity, or had He, like Adam, fallen from His 
state of purity. He could not have offered Himself up 
as our sacrifice. Sin is of the same nature in one 
beiag as in another; and is as abominable in the 
sight of God, when seen either in angels or men ; and, 
therefore, had the body of Christ been sinful, or had 
He been a sinner, God could not have regarded Him 
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with pleasure ; but must hare required His entire 
cleansing, ere He could have received Him to favour. 
If Christ had been born with our &llen and corrupt 
nature, instead of being our substitute, and our 
righteousness, and our sacrifice. He would have needed 
for the pardon of His own sins, and the purification of 
His own soul, a Saviour for Himself; but where could 
He have found one? and to whom could He have 
looked for cleansing without one P Alas ! in our 
present state of knowledge, we have no reason to 
believe that He could have been saved from merited 
destruction, had one spot of sin, or the smallest taint 
of our corruption, been found upon Him ; and if He 
had been lost, where should the ungodly and sinner 
appear P 

It is not, however, necessary that we should carry 
these speculations further, for we are well assured that 
our beloved Saviour came into the world pure, and 
continued holy throughout His pilgrimage. To Mary 
the angel said, " that Holy Thing that shall be bom of 
thee shall be called the Son of Gody^ (Luke i. 35) ; and 
Satan himself was compelled to say, " I know Thee who 
Thou arty the Holy One of Gody (Luke iv. 34). Si 
Peter tells the Jews that they denied " the JBLoly One 
and the Justy' (Acts iii. 14) ; and the Church at 
Jerusalem, with united voice, exclaimed, in prayer to 
God, ^^of a truth against Thy holy child JesuSy whom 
Thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilatey 
with the GentileSy and the people of Israely were gathered 
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together J^ (Acts iv. 27). When tempted of the devil, 
He came out of the trial as holy as He entered it ; for 
in Him there was no depravity of nature upon which 
Satan could act, (John ziv. 30) ; and all through SSs 
eventfiil and sorrowing career '' He was hoh/, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners/* (Heh. vii. 26) ; 
*• He did no sin, neither was there guile found in His 
mouthy" (1 Pet, ii. 22) ; therefore was Pilate con- 
sirained to acknowledge, after the most searching 
examination, that he could detect in Him no fault or 
crime worthy of death, (Luke xxiii. 4). With this 
single exception of its holiness, the human nature of 
Christ was like our own corporally and spiritually. 
As a man He was subject to man's infirmities. As a man 
He required the use of all the ordinary means which 
God has given to us for the preservation of our souls 
and bodies. As a man He looked to God for protec- 
tion imder all the trials of life. As a man He was 
sustained by faith in the promises and assurances of 
the Father; and, as a man He was guided, supported, 
comforted, and aided in His work by the Holy Ghost, 
(John iii. 34 ; Luke iv. 1 ; Acts i. 2, x. 38). 

Now, if it should be asked why such humiliation of 
the Son of God was necessary, we should sufficiently 
answer the question, by sapng, that as it was God's plan 
of redemption, it must have appeared necessary to the 
Divine understanding. But, we may go further, and 
say, that if God determined to save man by a vicarious 
atonement, there was both a moral and a physical 
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necessity for the incarnation : for Christ was to comd 
into the world, first, to obey the will of God, and 
honour the law, which man had dishonoured ; hence 
was it necessary that He should be made under the 
law, that He might fulfil this portion of His worL 
Secondly, Christ was to come as the substitute and 
representative of man, that He might satisfy the justice 
of God, by paying the penalty of death for his trans- 
gressions ; hence was it necessary that He should be 
a man, in order to stand exactly in his position, and 
possess a body liable to death. Had He come down 
only in His Divine nature. He could not have died — 
he could not have become a curse for us by hanging on 
the tree. In short, as Christ's Divine nature was 
necessary to enable Him to comprehend the full 
meaning and scope of His Father's will. His human 
nature was necessary to place Him in a position to obey* 
He came to do the will of God. He came to fulfil all 
righteousness. He came to offer Himself as a sacrifice 
for sin ; therefore He was " made of a womauy made 
under the law^^ that He might "redeem them that were 
under the lawy^ (Gal. iv. 4, 5) ; therefore He came 
♦* in the likeness of sinful flesh, and far sin, condemned 
sin in the flesh" (Rom. viii. 3.) 

These are, doubtless, the principal reasons for the 
incarnation of the Son of God ; but there are many 
subordinate purposes which were accomplished by this 
humiliation. In no other way could God have given 
to the universe a more manifest proof of His holy 
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hatred of sm^ than in the gift of His only Son to be a 
sacrifice^ and satisfaction to justice : but this He has 
done ; and, therefore, none can say that sin is a light 
thing — a thing too insignificant for God to notice, 
seeing, that to counteract the evil which it had brought 
into the world, the King of Glory became flesh, and 
hmnbled Himself, that He might, as a man, die the 
just for the imjust. 

As God determined to redeem man and snatch 
him from deserved punishment, it was necessary to his 
comfort that he should have a full assurance, and the 
most convincing evidence of the fact ; and what could 
better convince him of the loving intention of God 
than the incarnation of His Son P When the promise 
of a Deliverer was fulfilled in the advent of Christ, 
and all things that the prophets had foretold, were 
accomplished in Him, no one could reasonably doubt 
the faithfulness of God ; and now, when the believer 
beholds Him, and witnesses His work of love, and sees 
in His resurrection, not only the accomplishment, but 
the acceptance of that work, he has the strongest 
assurance of his complete justification, and the broadest 
foundation for his hope. 

Again, as it was God's desire, not oidy to justify and 
glorify those whom he had chosen in Christ, but also 
to "purijy unto Himself a peculiar people zealous of 
good uxyrliSi^ (Tit iL 14), He could not more effectually 
have accomplished His purpose, than by giving unto 
man the most perfect example of holiness ; and this 
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He did when He assumed our flesh, and came to dwell 
among us. In the whole walk and conyersation of 
our great exemplar, we have exhibited constantly 
before us that perfection which the law of God requires ; 
at the view of which we are not only humbled under 
a sense of our defidendes, and led to a more entire 
confidence in the su£Glciency of our Saviour's merits, 
but are enabled to reach an elevation in holiness, which 
we could not hope to attain in any other way than by 
following in the footsteps of Christ. The Christian, 
beholding the perfect love of Christ to God and man, 
seeing His faithfulness, His obedience to the Divine 
wiU, His patience, His meekness, and His disinterested 
sacrifice of Himself, has before him a pattern which, 
if he will but follow, even at a distance, must lead to 
the restoration of the Divine image in his soul, and 
prepare him for that eminent holiness which hereafter 
he shall possess when made perfect in glory. 

But, it is as the medium of man's communion with 
God, that the human nature of Christ is, among the 
subordinate purposes of the incarnation, the most 
inestimable gift that the love and tender compassion 
of our heavenly Father could have bestowed upon us. 

Limited as the faculties of man are by their necessary 
connexion with a material body, they could afford 
him but little aid in his investigation of the nature of 
God. Things that are palpable to our senses we can 
scarcely comprehend, how much less those which are 
beyond their reach P The material world is shrouded 
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in mystery ; how much more mysterious and unsearch- 
able must, then, be the things that are spiritual? and, if 
man himself is so difficult a subject of human investiga- 
tion, how much more incomprehensible must be God ? 
" Camt thou hy searching find out God ? Canst thou 
find out the Almighty unto perfection ? It is as high as 
heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what 
canst thou know ? The measure thereof is longer than 
the earth, and broader than the sea" (Job. xi. 7 — 10.) 
It has been asserted, that there is implanted 
in man an innate idea of God; which opinion is 
grounded on the universality of some kind of reKgious 
belief existing among men of every country, and every 
shade of barbarism. Modem discoveries have, how- 
ever, been fatal to this hypothesis ; for people have 
been found, among the African tribes especially, so 
profoundly ignorant, and so completely debased, as to 
be destitute altogether of everything approaching to 
reKgion, or a belief in the existence of God. How- 
ever, it must be allowed that the idea of some Deity 
who presides over and regulates human affairs, is very 
general; but why may we not suppose this to be 
traditional? We see that other ideas have been 
transmitted from age to age, and people to people ; why 
may not then a belief in the existence of God ? The 
religious sentiment, and the many superstitions into 
which it has degenerated, have always taken a firm 
hold on the imaginative and ignorant, and would 
easily pass down from generation to generation; in 

k2 
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which way it is not unreasonable to account for the 
almost universal idea of God, and the practice of some 
religious observances. Besides, as God has furnished 
all men with powers of observation, and given to all 
alike, the evidence of His existence in the works and 
wonders of creation, why may not the same process 
of thought and reflection which results in our belief, 
produce in the savage mind an idea of God, and lead 
him to honour and serve Him P St. Paul seems to 
think that the testimony thus given by God in creation, 
is sufficient to prove His existence to all men ; for He 
says, " That which may be known of God is manifest 
in them ; for Ood had shewed it unto them. For the 
invisible things of Him from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even His eternal power and Godhead; so that they 
are mthout excuse.*' (Rom. i. 19.) 

That a knowledge of God's existence, power, and 
goodness may be obtained by all who rightly exercise 
the faculties with which they are furnished, there can 
be no doubt ; and when men deny God, or dishonour 
Him by idolatry, they do violence to a law of their 
nature ; and incur the displeasure of Him who has 
lavished upon them evidence of His existence, and 
given them powers sufficient to comprehend ttat 
evidence. But, after all our efforts to know God, 
through the medium of His works, how meagre are 
our conceptions of Him, Though " the heavens declare 
the glory of Ood ; and the firmmnent stieweth His handy 
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ttwA " (Ps, xix. 1.) ; yet, how Utile could we leam of His 
moral character from such sources ; and how impossible 
would it be from such investigations to ascertain His 
grand purposes of mercy and pardon. 

We may go further, and assert that even a revelation 
of His nature and will would be insufficient for the 
purpose of communicating to man a correct idea of 
God. So far is the nature of God from anything with 
which we can compare Him, that any description of 
ffim, however wisely adapted it may be to our limited 
faculties, must fall, almost infinitely short of the real 
greatness, glory, and excellence of His perfections. 

Seeing, then, that the knowledge of God, in respect 
to those parts of His moral character which are most 
interesting to man in his present relationship to his 
Divine Father, is placed so far beyond the reach of his 
understanding, how thankfully and joyfully should we 
hail such a manifestation of Himself as would bring 
Him within the scope of our senses, and enable us to 
realize the beauty and goodness of His nature ; and 
this we affirm, is one of the subordinate purposes of the 
incarnation of God. " God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto Simself." (2 Cor. v. 19.) He that 
hath seen Me,'' says Christ "hath seen the Father." 
(John xiv. 9.) " Grreat is tlie mystery of godliness ; Ood 
was manifest in the flesh.'' (1 THm. iu. 16.) " No man 
hath seen God at any time ; the only begotten Son, which 
is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him." 
(John i. 18.) 
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Then, as God was manifest in the flesh, and was 
in Christ, man has had an opportunity afforded him 
of obtaining a knowledge of His nature, attributes, 
and will, which could in no other way have been 
communicated to his mind. Instead of an abstract, 
and necessarily obscure idea of His being and perfections, 
we have been privileged to see, and handle, and hear 
the living God. The aU-powerful and glorious Jehovah 
has drawn near to us in a way the most conducive of 
any that could have been devised, to draw us near to 
Him. By taking our nature He has levelled Himself, 
for the purposes of mercy, to a dose and comprehensible 
relationship to us. He has become a brother, yea, a 
sympathising friend that sticketh closer than a brother. 
He has experienced our sorrows ; He has passed through 
our temptations ; He has tasted our afiSictions ; and 
has well fitted Himself for the mediatorial office which 
He assumed, at the right hand of the Divine Majesty. 
*^ Forasmtich, then, as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, He also Himself liketvise took part of the same ; " 
— " For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels ; 
but He took on Him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore 
in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His 
brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High 
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make recon- 
ciliation for the sins of the people. For in that He 
Himself hath suffered being tempted. He is able to succour 
them that are tempted." (Heb. ii. 14—18.) ^'For u:e 
have not an High Priest which cannot be touched with 
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the feeling of our infirmitiea; but was in all points 
tempted Uke as we are^ yet without sin" (Heb. iv. 15.) 
Thus has Christ, the High Priest of the Church, passed 
into the heavens, with the body which He inhabited 
on earth. The same body which bore our griefe, and 
carried our sorrows; which was stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted ; which was tempted, and persecuted, 
and slain ; the very body, with all its fine sensibilities 
which give such beauty and interest to the character 
of Christ — His tender heart. His affectionate bosom, 
and His benevolent disposition— He has carried with 
Him into glory, to be seated at the right hand of God, as 
man's Mediator and Intercessor ; and, now, when we 
approach Him in prayer, when we have any sorrow to 
pour into His ear, any confession to make, or any 
blessing to solicit, we may come boldly to the throne 
of grace ; for we remember His earthly character — how 
accessible He was, and how ready to receive sinners ; 
how kindly He Listened to His supplicants, and how 
readily He granted their petitions. We remember 
how tenderly he loved us — how deeply He sympathised 
with us— how patiently He suffered for us. We re- 
member that He wept with the Mends of Lazarus ; 
that He pitied the widow of Nain ; and had compassion 
for the hungry multitude ; and we forget not how often, 
yea, how constantly He expressed tender solicitude for 
man in his guilt, and called, and entreated him to come 
unto Him, though weary and heavy laden, that He 
might give him rest ;— and remembering all this, we 
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approacli Him with the confidence of brethren. It is 
not to a great, distant, and incomprehensible Spirit, that 
we go in prayer; but to One we know, One we have seen 
on earth, One of ourselves, bone of our bone, and flesh of 
our flesh ; and, therefore, we draw near unto TTim ^th 
hxmible confidence, and adoring love— love inspired by 
gratitude, and called forth by every recollection of our 
earthly Saviour; and confidence, grounded on the most 
delightfdl, cheering truth, that Christ Jesus, the once 
suffering, now glorified Redeemer, ^^istheaame yesterday , 
and tO'day, and for ever" (Heb. xiii. 8.) 
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CHAPTER XI. 

PEOPHETIC TESTIMONY TO THE WORK OP OUB 
CJOVENANT EEDEEMEB. 



*^ The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise Thee." 

TeDeum. 

The tenns of the covenant being settled, the period at 
length arrived, when those circumstances transpired^ the 
fore-knowledge ofwhich was the occasion ofthis covenant 

God created the world, and placed Adam in Para- 
dise ; where he sinned, and brought upon himself and his 
posterity the penalty of death. Yet, no sooner did he 
forfeit life, than life was offered; and the moment 
of Satan's power over the fedrest portion of the creation, 
was that of his sentence to a discomfiture, far more 
dreadful and humiliating than that of his victim. 

The covenant of works, which was made between 
God and man, being broken, a new covenant of 
grace was established ; and Adam was encouraged to 
hope, that, though worthy of eternal death, a Child 
should spring from his own loins, who should have 
power over &tan to subdue him ; and he might justly 
have inferred from this promise, that as the power of 
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the devil was to be overthrown, so would be conquered 
aU the evils which, by his malice, had been cast into 
the world ; that the human race would be once more 
emancipated from sin, sorrow, and death, and restored 
to holiness, happiness, and immortality. 

On this promise did the Church rest through many 
years of suffering ; and the people of God were anxi- 
ously waiting for its fulfilment, when in the fulness of 
time, Christ Jesus made His entry into our world, to 
commence that work, which in the eternal covenant of 
redemption. He had undertaken to accomplish. 

Though it was from eternity that the work of Christ 
was prepared for Him, it is from the moment of His 
advent that we must date its actual commencement ; 
for *' when the fulness of time was came, Oad sent forth 
His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem them that are under the law^ (Gal. iv. 4. 6.) 

This work theologians have usuallyseparated into two 
parts ; calling one the active, and the other the passive 
obedience of Christ: in the former of which they 
include His obedience to the law ; and, in the latter, 
His sufferings and death. But, there appears no good 
reason for this division ; as, in the first place, there is no 
Scriptural authority for it ; and, secondly, we cannot 
regard any portion of the work which our Bedeemer 
undertook as passive. He came to act — ^He came to do 
the will of His father ; and His sufferings constitute a 
portion of that active work which His Father gave Him 
to accomplish, and which He willingly performed. *'/ 
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gwce^' says He, " My hack to the smiters, and My cheek 
to them that plttcked off the hair ; / hid not My face 
from shame and spitting." (Is. 1. 6) " Se hath borne 
our griefs, and carried our sorrows " (Is. liii. 4.) ; and 
when His hour came, He went up of His own free will 
to Jerusalem, to die. He had power to put down His 
life, and power to take it again. " JVb man," says He, 
•* taketh it from Me, butllay it down of Myself : I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 
This c&mmandment have I received from My Father." 
(John X. 18.) " To this end was I bom, and for this 
cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness 
of the truth." (John xviii. 37.) 

But, though there is no such division, as some have 
made, in the work of Christ, which, from the first 
moment of His existence to His death, was one of 
active obedience and love, we may sepsu'ate it into 
these two parts; His obedience to the moral law, and 
His obedience unto death; the former undertaken, 
because it would have been derogatory to the infi- 
nite glory and perfection of God, had He permitted 
His law to remain dishonoured ; and the latter, 
because man's sentence had been pronounced, and the 
continuance of God's authority over the myriads of His 
creatures who are still obedient to His will, called for 
the most clearly m£u*ked and open manifestation of 
His absolute sovereignty; and now it behoves us 
to consider whether Christ did faithftdly perform 
these two conditions of our redemption; for upon 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



140 OUR CJOVENANT GOD. 

the detenmnation of this question will depend our 
hope. K we believe that the will of God was in all 
points obeyed, then we may expect, that aU He has 
promised on the condition of that obedience, will be 
awarded to us ; but, if we have no confidence in the 
record which is given of Christ, there is no ground upon 
which we can securely build the hope of God's favour, 
or any reward, but that punishment which our iniqui- 
ties deserve. 

Now, it is to the Bible only that we can appeal for 
the solution of this question. We cannot by any 
d priori reasoning attain unto an answer. The record 
of Christ's work and labour of love here on earth, as 
given unto us by the Spirit in the Word, is all we have 
to prove that He has redeemed us : but here the be- 
liever stands upon a rock ; for the proof is as full as 
his timid heart could wish. We are told by the 
Prophets, by Himself, and by His Apostles, that the 
object of His advent was man's redemption ; and the 
acts of His mission are detailed with sufficient fulness, 
to convince us of the truth of this declsu'ation. 

It is, therefore, to these points, that our inquiry 
should be directed; let us then consider, first, the 
declarations of God's Word concerning the purport of 
Christ's mission ; and, secondly, the acts of our Lord's 
life, which are recorded to sustain these declarations. 

The declarations of Scripture may be divided into two 
parts, — the testimony of the prophets antecedent to the 
advent, and that of Christ and His apostles subsequent 
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to that event : from both of which, we gather much 
valuable information respecting the Deliverer, given at 
various periods of the world to man for his comfort, 
and for the establishment of his hope. 

When considering the Messianic predictions, I en- 
tered ftdly into the prophetic proofe of God's intention 
to send a Deliverer ; and, therefore, now it will be 
only necessary that I should give similar testimony to 
the work which He was to accomplish. 

When Adam fell, how consoling must have been the 
afisurance of a Saviour, which the merciful Father, 
against whom he had revolted, gave to him, in the 
moment of his deepest sorrow and disgrace ; and how 
cheering to his soul must have been the Hght which it cast 
down the dark and dreary path upon which he was now 
to walk. Though betrayed and vanquished, he might 
hope for an hour of triumph. Though for the present 
stung by the deadly and subtle serpent, he could look 
onward to a time, when one of his own offspring— a 
man like himself, should appear as the victorious foe 
of Satan ; whose power He should humble, and, in 
doing so, destroy the evil, which by his malice he had 
brought into the world. He is told, that the promised 
Dehverer should be the woman's seed ; and the grand 
purport of His mission, the conquest of Satan in the 
seat of his strength and power : and though he saw, 
that in this conflict the Conqueror must suffer, he 
could perceive, that at last He would overcome, and 
drag His foe in triumph at His chariot-wheels. 
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And when, after the first proclamation, many years 
had passed, and the world had seen great and wonderful 
changes, how delightM and refreshing must have been 
the reiterated promise to Abraham, then an agedman and 
childless, that in his seed should all the nations of the 
earth be blessed. And who did the patriarch (as he 
looked down the long vista of time) see approaching 
to fulfil this heavenly assurance, but the seed of the 
woman— Christ our Eedeemer P He saw by faith His 
day, and was glad. (John viii. 56.) The same blessed 
promise which Adam had received, and the same Gk)s- 
pel which cheers and supports the humble Christian 
now, cheered and supported Abraham then ; and so 
strengthened him, that he went forth from his own 
land at the command of God, not knowing whither, 
but looking with the eye of faith to the time, when the 
promise he received should be fulfilled. And then, 
when Abraham's seed multipHed upon the earth, the 
promised Deliverer was never allowed to be forgotten. 
To Isaac, and then to Jacob, the same assurance was 
given by God Himself ; and after them to their pos- 
terity, with more and more distinctness, by prophet 
after prophet, for their instruction and comfort. 

Hitherto the promised seed was known as a man, 
who was to come to destroy the power of Satan ; and, 
as one of Abraham's race, to bless the nations with 
His presence ; but, in due time, the Church was told 
that this long-promised DeKverer was to be its head 
and ruler, to go before it in the wilderness of this world. 
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even as Moses led the tribes of Israel through the 
desert, instructing it by His counsel, governing it by 
His laws, and leading it on from victory to victory, 
until He should place it in possession of that glorious 
Canaan, which was its promised inheritance. But 
though promised to Abraham, the founder and father of 
God's ancient Church, as a blessing to the nations, and 
to the tribes of Israel as their ruler, law-giver, and 
iiig> yet, this hoped-for Messiah was to come as a 
great innovator ; to overturn the whole economy of that 
Church which God's people venerated aud loved. The 
period of His advent was to be the hour when all those 
time-honoured rites and ceremonies, which were ap- 
pointed as the types of Himself, were to be abolished ; 
that a more spiritual religion, with a better foundation 
for the hope of man, might be established in their 
place. Long before, in the covenant engagement with 
the Father, Christ had said, ^^ Sacrifice and offering 
Thou didst not desire; mine ears hast Thou opened: 
burnt offering and sin offering hast Thou not required. 
Then said I, Lo, I come : in the volume of the book it is 
written of Me, I delight to do Thy will, my God : yea. 
Thy law is within my heart/' (Ps. xl. 6—8.) 

To the worldly carnal Jews this declaration must have 
been an inexpKcable mystery ; but the believing child 
of faithful Abraham could, from it, anticipate the time 
of the Messiah's advent as one of change indeed, but 
of change from a mere portrait to the living face of a 
beloved object — ^the passing away of venerable and 
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gorgeous ceremonial observances, but the establidiment 
of a better sacrifice, one that would cleanse the soul, 
dark and foul with sin, far more effectually than 
oceans of blood shed upon Jewish altars ; and more 
certainly propitiate the Father of the spirits of all 
flesh, than all the bum-tofferings and sin-offerings that 
thousands of priests could present before His throne. 
To such an Israelite, how comforting the assurance 
would be, that this ardently wished-for Messiah would 
bear his griefs, and carry his sorrows ; would be wounded 
for his transgressions,andbruisedfor his iniquities ; would 
take upon His shoulders the chastisement for his peace, 
and heal him with His stripes. What comfort would the 
believing sinner, even in the times of Jewish saciifioe, 
derive from the prophet's words, " The Lord hath 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all i-^for the transgres- 
sion of My people was He stricken ; — He hare the sin 
0/ many^ and made intercession for the transgressors.'* 
(Is. liii. 6, 8, 12.) 

But, though the knowledge of the Messiah's work 
and labour of love must have been as a cordial to the 
fainting heart, and as balm to the wounded spirit; 
with what astonishment must the believer haveregarded 
the method of salvation, even though at that time it 
was but dimly revealed to his understanding. 

He read in all the prophets, from the fall downwards, 
of the approach of One who was to be a great Deliverer ; 
a King of Israel ; a leader and commander of the 
people ; a law-giver and ruler in Jacob ; One who was 
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to bruise the head of Satan, and to cover the earth 
with blessing; before whom all nations were to fall 
down in adoration, and kings stand with awe and 
reverence; and yet, with all this promised eminence 
and dignity, He was to be a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief. The believing reader of pro- 
phecy saw, with astonished eyes, that the work of Christ 
was to be one of humiliation and suffering; and that the 
will of His Father required an obedience even unto 
death. He could see that it was no smooth and easy 
path in which man's Redeemer was to walk ; but one 
that was thorny and rough; entailing upon Him who 
trod it, only sorrow, and shame, and painful labour. 
He beheld the Righteous One treated as a malefactor 
by man, and as a sinner by God ; and Him, who was 
the hope of Israel — ^the long expected and desired of 
nations, hanging upon the cross, and dead, and buried. 
He saw all this plainly recorded in the writings of His 
prophets ; and had he seen no more of the work of his 
Redeemer, his hope of the eternal favour of God, which 
rested on Him, must have perished for ever. But, 
beyond the dark and gloomy cross, what did he behold ? 
Who did he see rising from the tomb, bursting the 
bars of death, and triumphing over the grave ? The 
same Messiah who was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He could see in the now living body of His Lord, the 
faithfulness of God, who would not leave His soul in 
hell, neither suffer His Holy One to see corruption : (Ps. 
xvi. 10.) and then he could look beyond the grave. 
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— ^beyond all time, yea, through all eternity, for the 
blessings promised to Adam, to Abraham, and to all 
the Israel of God ; for He who was dead, and alive 
again, he could see now ascending on high, leading 
captivtiy captive, that He might receive gifts for men ; 
yea, even for the rebeUions, that the Lord God might 
dwell among us. (Ps. Ixviii. 18.) 

Thus, the ancient reader of prophecy was privileged 
to know much of that Holy Gospel, which subsequently 
has been so clearly revealed. He saw that a Saviour 
was promised, and when he asked why He was to 
come? the answer he received from his prophets 
was, — to pardon sin, by bearing on His own head the 
curse of the law; and as he read these words: 
^^ Surely Se hath home our griefsy and carried our 
sorrows : yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities : the 
chastisement of our peace was upon Him ; and with His 
stripes we are healed,^' (Is. liii. 4, 6) ; he must have felt 
and acknowledged that the work of Christ was that of a 
Redeemer, and His death an atoning sacrifice for sin. 

In examining the prophetic references to Christ's 
work, we must not expect the same clear and positive 
declarations which were made at a subsequent period. 
In reading these communications of the Spirit, we 
should not forget that they are prophetic ; and as such, 
were only intended to give a partial glimpse to the eye 
of faith, of God's intentions ; and where they seem 
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dear and perfectly ondouded in their testimony, we 
must remember that they are so to ns, because they 
are now fulfilled. To the Christian's eye, the prophecies 
relating to Christ are transparent, and he is able to see 
them all accomplished in Him ; but to those who lived 
at the time of their delivery, they had all the obscurity 
of unfulfilled predictions. The time of prophecy was 
but the dawn of that day which has now reached its 
meridian glory. There was then, indeed, light enough 
to cheer the hearts of believing Israelites with a hope 
of the coming Messiah ; but, as the morning mists 
often more obscure the landscape than the darkness of 
night itself, so, to the great body of the Jews, the 
prophetic declarations, wrongly interpreted, only con- 
fiis^ their understandings, and made them more 
ignorant of God's purposes, than without them they 
would have been. Even the spiritual Jew had but 
little to help his imderstanding in the examination of 
prophecy ; while to us is given the privilege of viewing 
the writings of the Old Testament in the Ught of the 
New ; and so we are able to see more clearly than he 
did, God's great purpose of mercy in man's redemption, 
by the gift of His Son. Now we see all the dark types 
expanding in the great anti-type ; and the full blaze of 
cur glorious salvation, bursting from the shadows of 
ritual ceremonies. 

Then, from the dawning of the prophetic mom, let 
us turn towards the Sun of Bighteousness, who is 
shining in His glory ; and behold, in the dedarations 

L 2 
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of Oluist Himself, the clear teBtimony which is giyen 
to the purpose of that coyenant, which, from eternity, 
was settled between the Father and the Son. 

But, first, in connexion with the evidence which I 
purpose to draw from the testimony of Christ, I 
may refer to the announcement of the Messiah's 
birth, by the cmgel who appeared to Joseph in a dream, 
and said " Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take 
unto thee Mary thy wife : for that which is conceived in 
her is of the Holy Ohost And she shall bring forth a 
son, and thou shalt call His name JE8JJ8 : for He 
shall save His people from their sins" (Matt. i. 20, 21.) 

This name, which was given to Christ by God, indi- 
cates the grand object of His mission. Jesus, or the 
Saviour He was to be called because He was to come 
as a great Deliverer ; to rescue men from some diffi- 
culty or danger to which they were exposed. But, had 
the angel only announced His name, it might have been 
supposed that He was to come as a temporal deliverer, 
like Joshua; and this would have well accorded with 
the notions entertained by the Jews, of the Messiah's 
mission ; which they supposed was chiefly as a Saviour 
of their nation, sent to deliver it from the thraldom of 
BrOme, and raise it to its former glory : but, to the 
name Saviour, the angel gave a definition, which 
pointed out the spiritual character of His mission ; for, 
says he, He shall save His people from their sins — ^that 
is, redeem them from the penalty which they were re- 
quired to pay, because of their transgressions, and save 
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those wlio are tlixis redeemed^ from the power and 
dominion of sin. 

Another remarkable testimony to the proper work of 
Christ, we have in the prophetic words of Zacharias, 
the father of John, who, at his birth, was filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and said of him : "TAow child, shalt 
be called the prophet of the Highest : for thou shalt go 
before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways ; To 
give knowledge of salvation unto Sis people by the rC" 
mission of their sins, through the tender mercy of our 
God; whereby the day spring from on high hath visited 
us, to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace,'* 
(Luke i. 76—79.) 

Old Simeon gives the same testimony to the purpose 
of Christ's mission, for, when the child Jesus was 
brought to the temple to be circumcised, he took Him 
up in his arms, and said, " Lord, now lettest Thou Thy 
servant depart in peace, according to Thy word : for mine 
eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people; a light to lighten the Cfen- 
tiles, and the glory of Thy people IsraeV* (Luke ii. 
29—32.) 

Here was a remarkable instance of the power of 
Mth — a faith, which could only have been given to 
Simeon by the Holy Spirit ; for it was not of a man 
already known to be great in wisdom, power, and 
virtue, that he spake, but it was of a babe— an infant 
of eight days old that he pronoimced this prophecy ; 
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whicli not only reiterated the words of the angel and 
of Zacharias, but adds the important fact, that Jesns 
was to be the Saviour of all men — Gentiles as well as 
Jews — ^and to fulfil the promise to Abram, that in his 
seed all the nations of the earth should be blessed. 

We have seen that John was to precede the Messiah, 
and prepare His way ; then, it may be asked, what said 
he of Christ P and we find that he " bare witness of 
Him, and cried, saying, This is He of whom I spake 
— Behold the Lamb of Ood, which taheth away the sin 
oftheworW^ (John i. 15.29.) Now, remembering the 
efficacy and purpose of their sacrifices, the hearers of 
John, if spiritually minded, would see in the lowly man 
before them, the great anti-type prefigured in their 
gorgeous ritual service, by the sacrificial blood-shedding 
of the paschal lamb, as an atonement, and memorial 
of mercy ; and, therefore, when they listened to the 
words, of this witness " He taheth away the sins of the 
world/' they would clearly understand, that the work of 
Christ on earth, was to be one of salvation to sinners — 
a fuU atonement and sacrifice for sins. 

From these witnesses, I now turn to the testimony 
of Christ Himself. 

Of His whole work, Christ sometimes speaks in 
general terms ; but, when He particularizes any por- 
tion of it. He usually refers to His death as the grand 
object of His advent. When, however, He mentions 
God's will as His work, He means the whole will of 
His Father ; which required obedience to the law, and 
obedience unto death. 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



OUR COVENANT GOD. 151 

Directly His mind was suffidently expanded to en- 
able Him to enter upon His work, we find Clirist engaged 
in it. When only twelve years old, He said to His 
mother, " Wist ye not that I mmt he about My Father's 
business ?" (Luke ii. 49.) On another occasion, in 
reply to the cavilling Jews, He said, " / seek not Mine 
oivn willy hut the mil of the Father which hath sent Me^ 
(John V. 30.) Again, to His own disciples He said, 
" My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me^ and to 
finish His work.'^ (John iv. 34.) And when He had 
accomplished all that was required of Him, He said to 
His Father, " I have finished the work which Thou gavest 
Me to do" (John xvii. 4.) 

But, Christ did not confine Himself to these general 
descriptions of His work ; for we find that He also 
particularly specified its nature. 

That He came to fulfil the law. He often asserted 
in distinct terms. In His sermon on the mount. He 
says, " think not that lam come to destroy the law and 
the prophets; lam not come to destroy, hut to Julfil" 
(Matt. V. 17.) Again, He said to John, in reference 
to His baptism, " Suffer it to be so now, for thus it 
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness." (Matt. iii. 15.) 
To the Jews He said, *' the Father hath not left me alofie, 
for I do always those things that please Him, (John 
viiL 29.) ; and lastly. He gave this important and dear 
testimony to His obedience, in His parting address to 
His disciples, " If ye keep My commandments ye shall 
abide in My hve, even as I have kept my Father^s com- 
mandments and abide in His love." (John xv. 10.) 
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But, the portion of His work, which Christ men- 
tioned more frequently and emphatically, was His 
death. When He was standing at Pilate's bar, and 
knew that He would be condemned, He said of His 
death, " To this end was I bom, and for this came cam^ 
I into the world, that I should hear witness unto the 
truth : " (John xviii. 37.) And, in reference to this 
portion of His work. He said to the Jews, " destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up^ (Johnii. 19.) 
This, says the evangelist, ^^He spake of the temple of His 
hody^ (ib. 21.) To Nicodemus He is even more explicit 
in His testimony ; for He said to him, " «s Moses lifted 
np the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
Man be lifted np (John iii. 14.) ; and to His disciples 
He thus spake of the death He should die, "I,ifl be 
lifted up from the earth, mil draw all men unto Me^ 
(John xii. 32.) 

It was not, however, until the close of His ministry, 
and the approach of His death, that Christ plainly 
stated the manner of it to His disciples. However 
obscure His language may have appeared before, now 
it was perfectly distinct ; for when His hour was come. 
He said to the twelve, ^^ Behold, we go up to Jerusalem ; 
and the Son of Man shall be betrayed unto the chief 
priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn Him 
to death, and shall deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock, 
and to scourge, and to crucify Him ; and the third day 
He shall rise again^ (Matt. xx. 18, 19.) Immedi- 
ately before His betrayal, He again said to His 
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disciples, " Ye know that after two days is the feast of 
the passover, and the Son of Man is betrayed to be 
crucifiedJ^ (Matt. xxvi. 2.) 

Then, as Christ thus clearly testified to His death, and 
the manner thereof by crucifixion, we may now inquire 
what He afltens respecting the purpose of this portion 
of His work. 

In a passage before quoted, He says, " I, if I be lifted 
up, tcill draw all men unto Me^ Here, then, we see 
that His death was to effect a great revolution in the 
world ; the final consequence of which was to be a 
general acknowledgment of the crucified One, as the 
Head and Ruler of the earth. But, it was as the pro- 
pitiation for sin, and the way of salvation, that Christ 
chiefiy speaks of His death. " I am^^ says He, " the 
living bread which came down from heaven : if any man 
eat of this bread, he shall live for ever : and the bread 
that I give is my flesh, which IwUl give for the life of the 
worlds* (John vi. 51.) Now, if it be asked, how 
Christ^s fiesh can give life P let Him answer. As the 
disciples were eating the last passover with Him, "JET^? 
took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, Take eat; this is My body. And Se took 
the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink 
ye all of it ; for this is My blood of the New Testament* 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins." (Matt. 
xxvi. 26-28.) Again, Christ says, " The Son of Man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give Sis life a ransom for many." (Matt. xx. 28.) 
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In other places our Lord says, " lUy down My life for 
the sheep J^ (Jolm x. 15.) " The good Shepherd giveth 
His life for the sheep." (John x. 11.) " Ghreater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lap doum his life for 
his friends." (John xv. 13.) " Thm it is ivritten, and 
thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead 
the third day : and that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in His nams among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem." (Luke xxiv. 46, 47.) 

In these passages, most precious to the sinner, we 
see, that the great design of Christ's manifestation, was 
our salvation by His death ; and we might be satisfied 
to pause at this point : but that the fullest evidence of 
the power of His death may be given, I wiU now show, 
that the same truth may be inferred from many other 
of His declarations, which, though not positive, are as 
dear and convincing as any description of testimony 
that could be given. " The Son of Man is come" says 
Christ, " to seek, and to save that which is lost," (Luke 
zix. 10.) Now, as none can be saved, until his sins are 
pardoned, it follows, that the Son of Man had power 
to blot out the transgressions of men. In like manner, 
we may interpret those gracious words, " I am not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance" (Matt, 
ix. 13.) The mission of Christ was to the defiled. 
He was sent to rescue sinners from the curse ; which 
He could only do, by cleansing them in the fountain 
of His blood ; hence. He could affirm of Himself, that 
He had "power on earth to forgive sins" (Matt ix. 6.) ; 
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and to any sinner He could say, " be of good cheer, thy 
aim be forgiven thee,'^ (Matt. ix. 2.) 

In these portions of Scripture we see that Christ 
testifies, respecting His work, three things ; first, that 
He came in obedience to the will of His Father, that it 
was God who first loved us, and gave His Son to die 
for us. Secondly, that He came to fulfil all righteousness, 
and to honour the law. And, lastly, that the great design 
of His mission was to die a cursed death — the death of 
the cross, for the sins of a world lying imder the 
sentence of death. Then let me here pause to ask, 
how these great truths should effect us P I wish, as I 
proceed, from time to time to press home to the 
conscience of any who may peruse these pages, the 
blessed Gospel as it is unfolded to us in the course of 
our investigation. I write, that those who read may 
believe ; and« believing, be saved. 

The work of Christ is the only foundation upon 
which a sinner can rest his hope with comfort to his 
mind, and safety to his soul ; and, therefore, we cannot 
have too much evidence to prove the nature of that 
work; we cannot dwell too long upon it. To the sinner, 
each point of additional evidence shoxdd convey a new 
feeling of joy and peace ; and every fresh proof of a 
Saviour's death for sin, should call forth a renewal of 
his oonfidence—fltrengthenhis faith — enliven his hope — 
increase his love ; and ever lead him to glorify the God 
and Saviour who has thus lived and died for him. 
But, there are many whose minds are so hardened^ 
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tinder the influenoe of sin, as to be unaffected by these 
truths. What, shall Christ Himself affirm, that He 
shed His blood for the remission of sins, and there be 
sinners who can listen with indifference to the pro- 
clamation P Shall He assure us that he came to seek 
and save the lost ; and yet, receive no attention from 
those who are wandering from God, and ever in 
danger of falling iato the pit of destruction ? Strange 
doth it seem, bat it is not more strange than true, that 
all which God has accomplished for man's salvation, 
has been by man not only neglected, but rejected with 
contempt, and treated with derision and scorn ! God 
forbid that any of my readers should thus trample upon 
the blood of the Son of God ; and, in casting away the 
thought of an atonement by His death, cast from him 
the only foundation upon which he can build a hope 
in his last hour ; when, like a drowning man, he will 
eagerly seize upon anything within his reach, to save 
him from sinking into the abyss, which is ready to 
swaUow him up. 

But, though there may not be any of my readers 
who treat the blood of his Redeemer with scorn, I fear 
there are many who wiU listen with indifference to 
His overtures of mercy ; and regard with apathy the 
testimony which He has given to the power and 
efficiency of His sacrifice. But let these beware that 
they do not too long disregard the remedy appointed 
for their soul's salvation; and so, at last, lose the 
blessing ; and, with the more daring infidel, sink down 
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into perdition. Clirist has died for all, that all who 
come unto Him may be saved ; but we must come, 
we must beUeve His Gospel, we must be converted 
from dead works, to serve the Kving and true God — a 
change which we shall know has taken place, by the 
new hopes, new views of ourselves, and new views of 
God, which we shall have, — or we cannot share in the 
glory which shall be revealed at His second coming. 
We must come to Christ, and put our trust, as sinners, 
in Him ; then, by the merits of His obedience — His 
work and labour of love in His life and death — ^we shall 
live; all our sins shall be forgiven, and our souls 
endowed with everlasting life. 
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CHAPTEE Xn. 

APOSTOLIC TESTIMONY TO OUB COVENANT 
REDEEMEB'S WOBK. 



^^ The glorious companj of the Apostles praise Thee." 

TeDeum, 

The declarations made by the prophets, and by Christ 
himself relative to His mission, having been considered, 
I must now, in order to give the whole Scripture 
testimony, turn to the writings of the apostles and 
inspired teachers under the New Testament dispensa- 
tion, for their evidence. 

Now, here we must be prepared to meet with clearer 
Ught, than has yet shone forth from God's "Word; 
for, though we had Christ's own words, descriptive of 
the purpose for which He came, we had not the Gospel 
truth so distinctly set before us by Him, as it was 
afterwards by the apostles and evangelists. When 
Christ came, it was to commence the establishment of 
His kingdom, and, having done this. He delegated 
the work of settling the new order of things to the 
inspired apostles He left behind Him. And as Christ 
did not complete His kingdom with its laws and 
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goTemment, so likewise. He did not make a fall dis- 
closure of Gospel truth ; but left to His apostles the 
business of promulgating His doctrines, and building 
up the Church in the beauty and glory of the faith. 

While the disciples followed their living Master, 
they were but partially instructed. They were treated 
as children, and carried an step by step, in the know- 
ledge of Christianity. They had made great progress, 
indeed, when they knew and acknowleged that Christ 
was the Messiah ; but, beyond this, they had scarcely 
gone a step ; for, though Christ plainly told them of 
His death and resurrection, they displayed, at the time 
these events occurred, scarcely any evidence of faith in 
His declarations: and it was not until after His 
resurrection, in His private interviews with them, and 
still more clearly by the effusion of the Holy Ghost 
subsequent to his ascension, that He gave them those 
full instructions which they required, as teachers of 
men. 

It is, then, to the writings of the evangelists and 
apostles that we are to look for the fullest accoimt of the 
accomplishment and end of Christ's ministry ; but there 
we meet with proofs at every turn ; and the testimony 
is so clear, that a child need not mistake the way of 
salvation, or the way-faring man, though a fool, err 
therein. 

The witnesses now to be examined are credible, both 
from their endowments and position. Compared with 
what they were during the life of Christ, the apostles 
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seemed, after His death, like other men. All the 
timidity which led them to desert Christ in the moment 
of danger, was removed ; their ignorance was changed 
into knowledge ; and the little faith, which so often 
called forth the rebukes of their Divine Master, was 
now so enlarged, as to make them bold even nnto 
death, in defence of their principles. But, how was 
this great change effected P surely, we must acknowledge 
that it could only have been the work of Divine power. 
In it we behold a miracle, wrought by the hand of 
God, as conclusive of His power as any other recorded 
in Scripture ; and we may, therefore, believe, that 
what they teach us in their writings as God's Word, 
thus verified, is true. 

If we regard the position of the apostles among the 
Jews and heathen nations, we have further reason to 
confide in their sincerity. Had there been anything 
to gain, of wealth or reputation, by the preaching of 
the Gospel, we might suppose, that some would be 
moved by interested motives to promulgate those 
opinions ; but, when we remember, that instead of 
honour, riches, and worldly distinction, bonds and im- 
prisonment awaited them ; that they were treated as the 
scum of the earth, and driven firom place to place by 
cruel persecutions; and, so far from gaining, lost all 
they possessed, by their adherence to Christ ; we may 
surely confide in their testimony, as in that of men who 
firmly believed in its truth, and were anxious that 
others should believe also : and when we add to this 
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the fact of their miraculous power — ^power with which 
they could only have been furnished by God — we 
possess evidence enough to satisfy the most doubting 
mind of the truth of their statements. 

We may, then, proceed to ascertain, what these 
witnesses affirm relative to the purpose of Christ's 
mission ; and, in the first place, consider the evidence 
they give to prove that the work of Christ was one of 
obedience to His Father's will. 

When St. Paul was exhorting the Christians of 
Rome to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to 
please themselves, he placed before them the example 
of their Lord, saying, ^^Even Christ pleased not Himself J^ 
(Rom. XV. 3.) It was not the object of His mission to 
gratify Himself, but to execute the will and command- 
ment of His Father; for, says the Apostle again, 
" Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by 
the things which He suffered (Heb. v. 8.) ; and again, 
" Being found in fashion as a man He humbled Himself 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross " (Phil. ii. 8.) ; and, once more, the same apostle 
says, " When He," that is Christ, "cometh into tlie 
world. He saith, — Lo, I come to do Thy will, God,*' 
(Heb. X. 5, 9.) 

As we find that Christ came to obey His Father's 
will, we may here inquire, what God's will demanded, 
and why Christ became obedient? In reply to the 
former question the Scriptures teU us that, in the first 
place, God willed man's salvation; ''For," says Christ, 

M 
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" / carM down from heaven, not to do Mine own will, 
but the will of Him that sent Me. And this is the 
Father*s will which hath sent Me, that of all which He 
hath given Me I should lose nothing, hut should raise it 
up again at the last day. And this is the will of Him 
that sent Me, that every one which seeth the Son, and 
believeth on Him, may have everlasting life : and I will 
raise him up at the last day.^' (Jolm vi. 38 — 40.) 
Secondly, we are informed, that God willed that His 
people should inherit blessings, ^^ Having predestinated 
us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
Himself, accordmg to the good pleasure of His will; — 
That in the dispensation of the fulness of times He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven, and which are on earth ; even in Him ; 
in whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the purpose of Him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of His own will: 
that we should be to the praise of His glory, who first 
trusted in Christ." (Eph. i. 5, 10—12.) And, thirdly, 
we are told that it was God's will, that all these 
blessings should be procured by the sacrifice of His 
Son; who exclaimed, at the climax of His work, " O 
my Father, if this cup may not pass away from Me, 
except I drink it, Thy will be done." (Matt. xxvi. 42.) 
Such was the Father's will ; and that will Christ 
fulfilled, as St. Peter testifies, when he exclaimed in the 
hearing of the Jews, " Ye men of Israel, hear these words : 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by 
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miracles and wonders and signs, which God did hy Him in 
the midst ofyoii, as ye yourselves also know : Him, being 
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
Oody ye have taken, and by tcicked hands have crucified 
and slain : Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the 
pains of death : because it was not possible that He should 
be holden of it." (Acts ii. 22—25.) 

Now, these transactions occurred at Jerusalem, where 
Christ, but a short time previously, was crucified ; and 
the speaker was the same man whose timid heart led 
him to deny his Lord, in order to protect himself from 
the fury of an angry and excited mob ; yet, now, mark 
what a change has been effected in his character, and 
how boldly he stands up for the truth. What courage 
he displays in the delivery of this declaration, made in 
the presence of those, who could have detected in a 
moment the falsehood, had he uttered one with reference 
to Christ ; and yet, without a fear of being so con- 
founded and contradicted, he speaks of the crucified 
One as risen from the dead. How can we then 
doubt the fact, unless we suppose, what is a most 
improbable thing, that these inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
who yielded their assent to the doctrines of this same 
Jesus, knew nothing of the events which had transpired. 
But, Christ's crucifixion was a public execution, and 
His tomb was at hand. All the circumstances of this 
wonderftil event must have been known ; and, therefore^ 
had they not been folly persuaded of the truth of the 
apostle's declaration regarding the death aad resur- 

m2 
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rection of Christ, their conversion appeans a most 
incomprehensible thing. The boldness of this declara- 
tion goes far to prove its truth ; ajid if it be true, what 
a clear and important testimony is here given to the 
great facts of the Gospel — Christ's death and resurrec- 
tion, appointed, pre-determined, and settled in the 
council of heaven, as the great covenant engagement 
between the Father and the Son, before the foundation 
of the world. 

To the same purport, yet with a more direct allusion 
to the work of Christ, is the address of Peter to the 
Jews who witnessed, with great astonishment, the 
miracle performed on the lame man, at the beautifiil 
gate of the temple ; of whom he said, " Ye men of Israel, 
why marvel ye at this ? or why look ye so earnestly on m«, 
as though by our own power or holiness we had made this 
man to walk ? the God of Abraham^ and of IsaaCy and 
of Jacobs the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son 
Jesm ; whom ye delivered up, and denied Him in the 
presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go. 
But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a 
murderer to be granted unto you ; and killed the Prince 
of Life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof 
we are toitnesses. And Sis name through faith in Sis 
name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know : 
yea, the faith which is by Him hath given Sim this per- 
fect soundness in the presence of you all. And now, 
brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did 
oho your rulers. But those things, which God before had 
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showed by the mouth of all His prophets, that Christ should 
suffer, He hath so fulfilled. Repent ye therefore, and he 
converted, that youx sins may be blotted out — Unto you 
first God, having raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to 
bless you, in turning away every one of you from his 
iniquities.'' (Acts iii. 12—19. 26.) 

Here we have, once more, unimpeacliable testimony 
to the feet of Christ's death ; and the blessed conse- 
quences thereof ; and, in giving it we find the apostle 
Peter, with the same courageous spirit which he before 
displayed, standing up in Jerusalem among the mur- 
derers of Christ, to charge them with the crime : which 
crime he aggravates, by accusations of cruelty and 
injustice; and yet, of this malefactor, as he was 
supposed to be, he affirms that He was raised from the 
dead by God ; yea, moreover, that this crucified man 
was no less a person than the Holy One, the Just, and 
the Prince of Life ; that it was by faith reposed in 
Him, that the miracle, which excited their astonishment, 
was performed ; and that the same power which ha^i 
been exerted in restoring the lame man, would be put 
forth to pardon their iniquities, if they would repent 
and turn to God. 

Again, when questioned by the high priest and other 
Sadducees respecting this miracle, Peter, filled with the 
Holy Ghost, after speaking of Christ as the power by 
which the man was restored, exclaimed, " This is tJie 
stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is 
become tJie head oftJie coiifier. Neither is there salvation 
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in any other : for there is none other name under heaven 
given among fnen, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 
iv. 11, 12.) And, when brought ];)efore the csouncil, 
after their escape from prison by the hand of God's 
angel, to the command that they should no more 
preach Christ Jesus, Peter and the other apostles 
answered and said, " JFe ought to obey Ood rather than 
men. The Ood of our fathers raised v^ Jesus, whom ye 
slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath Ood exalted mih 
His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.'' (Acts v. 
29-31.) 

Seeing that we possess this clear testimony to the 
death and resurrection of Christ, in obedience to His 
Father's wiU, we may next inquire what the same 
witnesses testify to prove the design and effect of 
Christ's obedience. 

Now, we shall find it clearly stated by these 
unimpeachable witnesses, that Christ is not only 
our appointed Saviour, in whose name alone we can 
approach God, and by whom only our souls can be 
cleansed ; but also that it is solely by His death that these 
inestimable blessings are obtained : and the first 
witness to be examined is St. Paul ; and what was 
said of the other apostles will apply equally to him ; 
for he was wonderftdly converted from a persecuting 
Pharisee to a humble follower of Jesus; and was 
most completely changed in his character, as weU as his 
opinions. He had, moreover, the witness of God that 
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he was His chosen minister, in the power which was 
given him to perform miracles in the name of Jesus ; 
and fiirther, like all the other disciples, he had nothing 
to gain, but eyerything that he once loved and valued, 
to lose by his adherence to the persecuted and despised 
Nazarene. The testimony of this witness should 
therefore be received with confidence. He had 
experienced in his own conversion the power of Divine 
grace ; and from that moment he determined to know 
noliiing among men, but Christ Jesus, and Him 
crucified. (1 Cor, ii. 2,) 

That the death of Jesus was regarded by St. Paul 
as a vicarious sacrifice, appears evident from what he 
says to the Ephesians, " JFaUc in love, as Christ also 
hath laved uSy and hath given Himself for us an offering 
and a sacrifice to Ood for a sweet-smelling savour,^' 
(Eph. V. ii.) ; and again, to the Corinthians, *^ Christ 
our passover is sacrificed for us^" (1 Cor. v. 7) ; and 
to the Hebrews,, " Now once in the end of the world 
hath He appeared to put away sin hy the sacrifice of 
Himself" <Heb. ix. 26); and again, "This man," 
(Christ), " qfter He had qfered one sacrifice for sins for 
eocTy sat down on the right hand of God." (Heb. x. 12). 
St. Peter, also, refers to the sacrifice of Christ when he 
says, " Te were not redeemed with corruptible things, — 
but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot" (1 Pet. L 18, 19) . St. 
John, also, had in his mind the remembrance of the 
sacrifice of Christ for sin, when he said, "/ beheld, and 
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fo, tn the midst of the thrane and of the four beasts, and 
in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been 
slain,'' (Rev. v. 6) ; and " thep simg a new song, 
saying. Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open 
the seals thereof, for Thou wast slain and hast redeemed 
us to Ood by Thy blood,'' (Rev. v. 9) ; and again, 
'* Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing," (Rev. v. 12). 

But, the same witnesses who testified that the death 
of Jesus was a true sacrifice, have also clearly declared 
that it was expiatory, and offered up as an atonement 
for the sins of the whole world. On this point the 
evidence of St. Paul is decisive. To the Romans, he 
says, '' What the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, Ood sending His oivn Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh ; " or, as it might be read, by a sacrifice for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh. (Rom. viii. 3). And here I 
observe, in passing, how impossible it would have been 
for the sinner to obtain the favour of God, had Christ 
not died for him. The law Vas but the sentence 
of death; it could only bring man in guilty before 
God, and doing this was constrained to condemn him. 
It was, indeed, a righteous law; but, by reason of 
man's corrupt will, it failed to make him righteous. 
No man ever obeyed the law, and no man ever will do 
so ; and therefore, " by the deeds of the law there shall 
no fksh be justified." (Rom. iii. 20.) But, when the 
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law failed to make man righteous, and justify him in 
GK)d's sight, Christ came to take that work upon 
Himself; and, by becoming a curse for us, and a 
sacrifice for sin. He sustained our condemnation in 
His flesh, and brought in an eyerlasting righteousness 
for all who believe in Him : " blotting out the hand- 
writing of ordinances that was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to 
His cross." (Col. ii. 14.) 

To the Romans, again, St. Paul thus speaks of the 
results of Christ's death : " When we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For 
scarcely for a rightecais man vnll one die : yetperadven- 
ture for a good man some would even dare to die. But 
God commendeth His love toioard us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more, then, 
being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through Him. For if, when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much 
morBj being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
And not only so, but we also joy in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the 
atonement." (Rom. v. 6 — 11.) 

This is clear and decisive evidence in proof of Christ's 
vicarious sacrifice of Himself for sin ; for, when man 
was without strength, with no power to help himself — 
dying under the curse of a broken law, with no remedy 
for his mortal disease — pursued by the avenger of 
Llood, and without a refuge to which he could fly for 
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safety, then, when helpless and utterly hopeless, Christ 
died for him : and 0, what wonderful love was thus 
manifested ; for it was not for the righteous that He 
died, but for sinners. Had He oflfered Himself up to 
purchase blessing for the holy and good, His death 
would still have been a most astonishing act of 
condescension and favour; then how much more so 
was it, when He suffered for the wicked, for His 
enemies— for rebels against His authority, and the allies 
of His malignant foe, that they might be justified by 
His blood, acquitted by their eternal Judge, and in 
consequence thereof, saved from wrath through Him. 

The same apostolic witness, jjmting to another 
Church, says, " Grace he to you and peace from Grod, 
the Father, and from our Lord Jesm Christ, who gave 
Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this 
present evil toorld, according to the will of God and our 
Father." (Gal. i. 3, 4.) Now this passage presents to 
us, in a small compass, the whole Gospel of salvation. 
Here we behold God the Father, as willing to save 
and deliver us by the death of His son; Christ, as 
giving Himself up to suffer and to die for our sins ; 
and all so done, that the children of God may be 
delivered from this present evil world. 

To the same purport speaks St. Peter, " Christ 
also hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the 
unjust, that He might bring us to God" (1 Pet. iii. 18.) 
In these words the apostle clearly shows why the 
atonement was made. Christ, he teUs us, was just ; 
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therefore He needed not an atonement for Himself. 
Had He not been just, He must have sought for 
Himself a saviour, and some other sacrifice to cleanse 
His soul; but He was God's Holy One — a spotless 
Lamb — a just and perfect man ; and yet He suffered 
as a sinner, for sinners. He died not for Himself, and 
not to rescue any that deserved God's favour by their 
rigbteousness, but for sinners, that their transgressions 
might be pardoned ; and that they, though unjust, and 
still feeling the corruption of their flesh, and the plague 
of their wicked hearts, might be brought to God — 
restored to his favour here, and hereafter put in 
possession of a glorious inheritance. 

This passage is one of the most comforting to be 
found in the word of God ; for, if Christ died for the 
unjust, any man who knows himself to be a sinner, 
unholy, unjust, impure, a breaker of the law, a cursed 
thing, may come to God, through this Redeemer, with 
confidence. The very knowledge of His character 
affords the ground of his hope ; for if he can say, " I 
know that I am unjust," he may also say, " I may 
trust that I am one of those for whom Christ died " : 
and if God will give to any sinner, even the chief 
of sinners, faith sufficient (it may be but the smallest 
portion ever bestowed upon man) to enable him to 
receive this annoimcement, that Christ, the Just One, 
died for the sins of the unjust, he may go on his way 
rejoicing in the hope of hereafter being brought to 
dwell with God for ever in His holy habitation. 
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But, while this passage is most comforting to the 
sin-convinced penitent, it must come like the stroke 
of death upon every self-righteous Pharisee ; for, if 
Christ died for the unjust, how can the man who 
fancies that there is some merit in his works, some 
righteousness of his own which he can put forward as 
a plea, claim a participation in the virtue of His death ? 
If any man is just, Christ died not for him ; for He 
came not " to call the righteous, hut sinners to repent- 
ance." (Matt. ix. 13.) 

The truth of our utter sinfulness must be so brought 
home to our consciences, as to humble us before God, 
or we can never be saved ; for unless we are made to 
feel that we require cleansing by reason of the guilty 
stains which pollute our souls, we shall never come to 
Christ heartily for the washing of His blood. And if 
we come not to Christ, to whom else can we go ? for 
He only has the words of eternal life. 

But, if a sinner applies to Christ, and flies to His 
cross for salvation, how wonderful is the result ; his 
sins, which are many, are pardoned ; and he, though 
guilty, is justified before God; for, exclaims the 
apostle Paul, " He hath made Him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin ; that we might he made the righteousness of 
Oody in Him, (2 Cor, v. 21.) Here, we seem to 
change our respective positions : Christ the righteous, 
who knew no sin, becomes a sin-offering for us, and 
suffers as a sinner ; while we who are sinners are made 
the righteousness of God in Him. We are made to 
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partake of the Divine holiness ; and, for the sake of His 
Son, are treated, and regarded by God, as just persons 
who have never offended. And, here we may mark 
once more, the wonderful condescension of Christ — the 
Holy and Just One, as He hangs upon the cross. Why' 
is He there P The witnesses all tell us, as an offering 
for sin — a sacrifice on the altar for our cleansing— a 
Lamb without spot or blemish, pouring out His blood 
as the propitiation for our sins. He hangs there also 
as a cursed being, sustaining the curse of God; for, 
says St. Paul, " Christ hath redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, being made a curse for us : for it is umtten, 
cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.*' (Gal. iii. 13.) 
Then, if Christ in taking our place, took upon Himself 
our curse, it follows that we were, in the sight of God, 
accursed : an awful fact for the sinner's consideration ; 
for, if he is not in Christ by faith, he has no part or 
lot in the merits of Christ's death ; and is, therefore, 
accursed still. The curse of a broken law is on the 
head of every unconverted man ; and, if not taken 
away here, must remain on him for ever. And, as it is 
with every impenitent man, so would it be with every 
sinner who has ever lived, had not Christ, by dying on 
the cross, redeemed us from that curse: but, ^'now there 
is no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus," 
(Eom. viii. 1,) because He has taken this condemnation 
on Himself. There is no condenmation, for Christ has 
" abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law of com- 
mandments contained in ordinances — that He might 
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reconcile both (Jews and Gentiles) unto God, hy the 
cross,** (Eph. ii. 15-16). There is no condemnation, for 
Christ hath " loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood,*' (Rev. i. 5) ; hath given " Himself a 
ransom for all," (1 Tim. ii. 6.); and " is the propitiation 
for our sins." (1 John ii. 2 ; iv. 10.) There is no con- 
demnation, for " ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things — but with the precious blood of Christ" (1 Pet. i. 
18, 19 ; Rev. V. 9,) "bought with a price," (1 Cor. vi.20) ; 
Christ having " offered Himself without spot to God" 
(Heb. ix. 14,) " obtained eternal redemption for us" 
(ibid. 12.) 

Yet, notwithstanding this testimony of approved 
and unimpeachable witnesses to the feet that Christ 
died upon the cross to rescue sinners from the curse and 
condemnation of sin, how many there are who disbe- 
lieve or doubt their word ; and how many and various 
are the devices of Satan to weaken our confidence in 
the blood of Christ, as an atoning sacrifice. We perhaps 
do not now reject this truth ; but the time may come, 
when our faith shall be severely tested by our own 
doubts, and the infidel suggestions of the enemies of 
God. Many who call themselves Christians, believe 
not that Christ's death was an atonement for sins; 
but, that He died as a martyr, and for the purpose of 
exhibiting that fortitude and patience under sufferings, 
which should be to us a perpetual example while 
passing through the trials of life. Alas, if this were all 
that Christ accomplished by His death, how poor is the 
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consolatloii it affords us, even under the sorrows and 
sufferings we are called to endure. We have martyrs 
who have borne, with more apparent fortitude, the 
sufferings of persecution and death ; we can even 
point to heathen examples of courage, patience, and 
endurance, which will bear a comparison with His; 
and, therefore, if this were all we gain by His death, 
we may, indeed, say it was superfluous. But, thanks 
be unto God, for giviQg us so much evidence to prove 
that Christ died, not as an example merely, but as a 
sacrifice for sin. Before we can reject this truth, we 
must expunge from the sacred page one half of all that 
is recorded of Christ; and cast away the testimony 
given by prophets, apostles, and evangelists to prove 
that the chief efficacy of His blood, is in its cleansing 
power ; and the grand end of His death the atonement 
for sin. 

In order, however, fully to understand the testi- 
mony of the apostles to the effect of Christ's death, 
we should clearly comprehend the meaning of the 
terms they use to express the grand idea which is 
ever uppermost in their minds when speaking of that 
fact. 

The words sacrifice and offering for sin, were very 
ftequently used by the apostles in connexion with this 
subject, and this was done for two reasons; first, 
because the death of Christ was the great sacrifice, of 
which all other sacrifices were but types or shadows ; 
and secondly, because they were addressing Jews, who 
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would, by the use of these terms, better understand 
the purport of that sacrifice. 

From the very first development of God's inten- 
tion to save man from the consequences of the fall, 
the sacrificial rite was established. We read of 
the sacrifices of Cain and Abel ; of Noah, and 
Job; of Abraham, and the patriarchs, even before 
the regular establishment of the ceremony by God's 
command to Moses. Now, though we have no 
proof that God established this rite during the 
patriarchal period, we have reason to presume that He 
did so, from the universality of the practice, even from 
the beginning. But, however obscure its origin, the 
sacrifice of animals was, in due time made by Divine 
authority, the grand ceremonial rite of the Church ; 
and was considered as the great means of propitiation 
and atonement. 

There were various sacrifices : some for the benefit 
of individuals, and others for the general good. Of the 
former, there were burnt offerings, peace offerings, sin 
offerings, and trespass offerings, which were continually 
presented, as the occasion required ; in each of which 
a pure and faultless animal was slain ; and all, except 
the peace offering, were to make atonement for sin. 

The great national sacrifices were, however, the 
most important and significant of these rites. These 
were the weekly sacrifice, offered up on every Sabbath 
day : the monthly, and the yearly sacrifices ; and of 
the latter, the Passover, the feast of Pentecost, on the 
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first day of the seventh month ; and the great day 
of Expiation, or Atonement. 

Now, all these sacrifices, with the one exception 
mentioned, were for the purpose of expiation ; they 
were offered up on account of sin, and to avert the 
wrath of God ; but, their moral purpose was to keep 
before the eyes of God's servants their guilt, and death as 
its proper punishment, to produce humble confession, 
and bring the penitent to Gt)d for pardon. 

In the performance of the rite there were many 
significant ceremonies. The victim to be sacrificed was 
to be spotless, and perfect. It was to be led to the 
altar by the person whose offering it was, and there 
presented before God as the sinner's substitute. The 
person making the sacrifice was then to lay his hands 
on the head of the victim, and confess over it his sins, 
saying, " I have sinned, I have done iniquity, and do 
return with repentance before Thee ; and with this I 
make atonement." The animal was then to be slain 
for him, or in his place ; this signifying that he himself 
deserved to die for the violation of God's law ; but that 
God could pardon sin, and would be satisfied by a 
vicarious expiation. 

Of all the Jewish sacrifices, the one most significant 
and solemn was the annual feast of atonement or 
expiation, for, on this occasion, the high priest made 
an atonement for the whole congregation, in order 
that all their sins committed against God during the 
precediug year might be pardoned. 
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On the moming of this solemn and, to the Jew, most 
eventful day, the high priest, first purified himself by 
certain ceremonial ablutions. He then brought as a 
sin offering to God, for himself, his household, and all 
the priests and levites, a young bullock for sacrifice, and 
a ram for a burnt offering. After which he took two. 
young goats, to present as a sin offering for the whole 
congregation, and a ram for a burnt offering. 

Thus prepared with his victims for sacrifice, the high 
priest first offered them before the tabernacle. He then 
proceeded to sacrifice the bullock for himself and 
the priests ; the blood of which he carried into the 
holy of holies, and with it sprinkled the mercy-seat. 
Having sanctified the holy of holies, and his own person 
with blood, the high priest, now cleansed, proceeded in 
like manner to offer a sacrifice for the people. For this 
purpose he took one of the goats, and having slain it, he 
went again into the holy of holies, with its blood, 
and there sprinkled the mercy-seat. This having done, 
he led the second goat before the altar, and with his hands 
placed upon its head, confessed over it all the sins and 
transgressions of the people. The goat was then sent 
far off into the wilderness to bear away the iniquities 
which had been transferred to it, that they might be 
found and remembered no more. 

In this rapid sketch I have given but an outline of 
the sacrificial rite ; many particulars of which are neces- 
sarily omitted; but all that is important to know, in 
order to understand the relation of the anti-type to the 
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fype, is here stated. Now, we must perceive that in these 
ceremonies, two great truths are kept in view, namely, 
man's sinfulness, and the expiation of his sins by blood 
shedding ; and, therefore, when Christ is called the 
Sacrifice for sin — the Lamb of God — our Passover — 
and an offering unto God for a sweet smelling savour, 
we kaow that these terms express the full and perfect 
remission of our sins, by the great sacrifice of Himself. 
The spotless animal represented Christ's purity and 
sinlessness, and its death tj^ified His own; and, as He 
was the Great High Priest, as well as the Sacrifice, He 
took His own blood with Him into the holiest of holies 
— heaven itself — and there presented it before the real 
mercy-seat, for the sins of His people ; then, as the 
goat, to which were transferred all the sins of an 
offending nation, was sent far away with his load, to be 
lost and never found, so were the sins of all for whom 
Christ suffered, imputed to, or placed upon Him, to be 
for ever cast away and forgotten. Thus does the anti- 
type correspond with the type ; and, therefore, when 
Christ is called a sacrifice, as He is by all the witnesses 
who speak of His death, we are to understand that 
term to mean the expiation of our sins by His blood, 
and the most complete obliteration of our iniquities by 
their transfer to Him, who " hath home our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows, (Isa. Hii. 4.) ; " Who His oum self 
bare our sins in Sis own body on the tree^^ (1 Pet. ii. 24) ; 
" Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that wa^ 
against us, — and took it out of the way nailing it to His 
cross." (Col. ii. 14.) n 2 
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Next in importance to the term sacrifice, is that of 
reconciliation, as used to describe the eflfect of Christ's 
work. This word impKes a former state of variance 
between the parties to be reconciled ; and, as God and 
man are these parties, it follows that they were at 
enmity and open disagreement with each other ; though 
God was not man's enemy, but man was the enemy of 
God by wicked works. (Col. i. 21.) Now, Christ is 
represented as coming between these parties as a 
Mediator, to reconcile the one to the other; which 
reconciliation is often referred to by the witnesses, as 
the result of His work. St. Paul speaks of Jews and 
Gentiles as being reconciled unto God by the cross ; 
(Eph. ii. 16.), and of God, as having reconciled us unto 
Himself by Christ, (2 Cor. v. 18.), and again, he says, 
" Yoit, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in 
the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy 
and unblamable and unreprovable in His sight." (Col. 
i. 21, 22.) 

Then, from the use of this term in connexion with 
Christ, we perceive that the effect of His death, is a 
complete restoration of man to the friendship and 
favour of God. These, once opposite and contending 
parties, are no longer at enmity ; but the believer in 
Christ becomes, through and by Him, the friend of 
God — yea, the favoured and beloved child of God: 
and he has this consolatory reflection to cheer his 
soul that Tf, when we we7*e enemies, we were reconciled 
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to God hy the death of His Son, much more, being recon- 
ciled, we shall be saved by Mis life, (Rom. v. 10.) ; for, 
**Se ever liveth to make intercession'* for liiin. (Heb. 
vii. 25.) 

The terms remissioii, deUverance, redemption, and 
ransom, are also of frequent occurrence in the writings 
of the apostles, when the subject of their testimony is 
Christ's work and labour of love ; and these, like the 
former, axe strikingly figurative. 

The condition of man, in his state of alienation from 
God by sin, is often represented as that of a debtor, or 
captive. He owes a heavy debt of love and obedience 
which he can never liquidate ; and he is, besides, the 
slave of Satan, and in bondage to his own corruptions. 

Now, from both these conditions the believer is 
freed. His debt is paid; the yoke that was upon 
his neck is broken, and he is delivered; Christ 
has remitted our debt of love, by the pajnnent of 
His perfect love : and, in His death He offered 
to God an acceptable ransom, that the captive 
sinner might be redeemed and delivered from his 
bondage. These terms, therefore, express the justified 
sinner's freedom from all the consequences of his 
transgressions, and his perfect ransom and rescue from 
the power and dominion of his spiritual enemies ; so 
that now he is made one of God's freemen (1 Cor. 
vii. 22.). ^^ If the Son therefore shall make you fresy 
ye shall be free indeed,*' (John viii. 36.) 

The significant terms washing, cleansing, and healing. 
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are also frequently used to describe the work of Clirist, 
because man, by reason of sin, is so corrupt that his 
guilt is like filth upon the soul; and his pollution is so 
complete as to be compared to that of a leper diseased 
throughout his frame, and obliged to cry, unclean, 
unclean. Now, from the use of these terms, we perceive 
that Christ possesses the power to change this state of 
corruption and pollution, to one of purity ; and, there- 
fore, when we are told that His blood " ckameth us 
from all sifiy*' (1 John i. 7.) that He healeth all 
our diseases, (Is. Hii. 5. ; 1 Pet. ii. 24.) ; and hath 
" washed us from our sins in Sis blood," (Rev. i. 6) ; 
we have the fullest confidence in the power and effi- 
cacy of His death, for we know that our sins are 
completely obliterated. Therefore, in the language of 
the Psalmist, the sinner may caU upon God, and say, 
*• Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse 
me from my sin," (Ps. li. 2.) and be assured, that if we 
thus " confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 
(1 John i. 9.) 

We see, I trust, now, that the great object of Christ's 
death, or rather it should be said, His whole work of 
obedience, was man's pardon, and reconciliation to 
God. This has been proved by incontrovertible evidence. 
Christ, Himself, bears witness of His sufferings and 
the reason thereof, and we know that His witoess is 
true; and the apostles, who were sent by Him as 
ministers of reconciliation, by evidence the most clear 
and full, corroborate that testimony. 
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The object of Christ's work having been explained, I 
proceed to show that the way of pardon pointed out 
by all the witnesses is by the same witnesses, declared 
to be the only way. 

This, it is most important to understand, before I enter 
upon the examination of our Lord's life ; for, though we 
may be fully satisfied on aU the points which have been 
brought under review ; though we may firmly believe 
that the blood of Jesus Christ has the property of 
cleansing the soul, we have no evidence, as yet, beyond 
a mere presumption, that this is the only mode of 
salvation, and that there is no other way of redemption, 
— no other fountain opened for sin, and uncleanness. 
The necessity, then, for examining this part of the 
subject is clear; as, unless we are persuaded that 
there is no other Saviour but Christ, and no other way 
of pardon and peace, except through faith in His 
blood, we shall not come to Him with that earnestness 
with which a djring soid should grasp the only remedy 
presented for its rescue. 

And, here I cannot help observing, and drawing 
attention to the many and various methods which 
have been devised and adopted for the purpose 
of accomplishing that end which by the work of 
Christ Jesus, we have already attained. It would 
seem that the simplicity of the Gospel is distasteful to 
us ; or, that our pride is offended at the total exclusion 
of our own works as a means of justification ; and 
I cannot account for this, but by referring all the 
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opposition to Christ, and the terms of His salvation, 
to the n^alice of Satan, who knows well that there is 
but one way of life, by a simple reliance on the finished 
work of Jesus Christ ; and is, therefore, ever busy in 
his efforts, either to draw away our attenticm from it 
altogether, or, if that cannot be done, to offer unto 
dying sinners other nostrums as infallible remedies for 
their mortal disease. 

Now, as there may be some of my readers who are 
thus deceived, it might be profitable in this place to 
examine Satan's wiles, and expose his craft, by pointing 
out the many, many ways which, though they 
may seem right unto men, are the ways of death, 
(Pro. xiv. 12) ; but I could not enter profitably on 
this subject, without giving it a fuU examination, 
which could not be done without digressing too much 
from the argument we are pursuing; but, happily 
this will not be required, for if it can be proved that 
the blood of Christ is the only way of salvation, it 
must follow that every other expedient ia a delusion. 

We might, without further evidence, rest upon the 
fact of Christ's sufferings and death, as condusive 
on this point ; for we cannot well conceive the reason 
for such a wonderful instance of Divine condescension, 
if man's salvation coidd have been effected without it. 
Here, I say, we might leave the question ; but for the 
sake of those who require the most positive *and 
complete scriptural proof of a doctrine, I will proceed 
to show that this is fully established by the testimony 
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of the same unimpeacliable witnesses we have already 
examined. 

As I referred to our Lord's own testimony before 
that of His chosen apostles, to prove that the object of 
Christ's death was the remission of sins ; I shall pursue 
the same course in the present investigation ; and 
solicit the reader's attention, first, to the words of Him 
who has said of Himself, "Jam one that hear witness 
of Myself f^ (John vui. 18) ; and " though I hear record 
of Myself, yet My record is true^ (John viii. 14.) 

Now, this witness most distinctly and positively 
proves, that there is no other salvation than the one 
God has appointed in and through His Son : for He 
saith of Himself, " / am the way, the truth, and the 
life : no man cometh unto the Father hut hy Jfe." 
(John xiv. 6). In this passage we have the truth 
stated as clearly as it could be expressed in words. 
Christ had been comforting his screwing disciples on 
the eve of His departure. He had assured them that 
there were mansions in the heavens for them; and 
though He was going away for a season, to make 
preparation for their admission into those blissful 
abodes. He would return in due time to receive them 
unto Himself, that where he dwelt, they might be 
also. And then He said, " Whither I go ye know, and 
the way ye know," To this Thomas replied, " Lord, we 
know not whither Thou goest, and how can we know 
the way?" then Jesus answered, ^* I am the way" ; 
if you would reach those glorious mansions, you must 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



186 OUR OOYENiLNT GOD. 

enter through me. I am "the truth.'* If you would 
not believe a lie, and be led astray from the happiness 
prepared for you in heaven, you must build your hope 
on Me. lorn "the life" If you desire to live with God 
for ever in the mansions above, you must Uve in Me ; 
for no man under any circumstances, or professing any 
doctrines, or occupying any position in the Church, or 
in the estimation of men, can come unto the Father for 
the blessings which he has to give of life and happiness 
hereafter, but by Me. ; the living way, the appointed 
way, the only way. 

Surely, after such evidence as this we need no more ; 
but, that the subject may stand in the clearest light, I 
will show that Christ is the only way of salvation by 
proving that out of Him, that is, without the application 
of His blood to the soul, every sinner must be, assuredly, 
lost. 

When our Lord was conversing with Nicodemus on 
the absolute necessity of the new birth. He said, " As 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up : that whosoever 
believeth in Sim should not perish, but have eternal life. 
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." (John iii. 14.) 
Now, here, twice does the Lord connect eternal life 
with His advent and death ; and though he does not 
positively say in the passage quoted, that those who 
reject Him must perish. He infers it; for He 
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speaks of faith in His work as the way God has 
appointed unto men, by which they escape destruc- 
tion. But, though Christ only shows this by an 
inference in the passage quoted, he positiyely as- 
serts it in the verse immediately following; for He 
saith, " he that believeth on Him is not condemned, but 
he that believeth not is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God.'' (John iii. 18.) Now, if the unbeUever is 
condemned because he rejects the Gospel of Christ, and 
if, in order to be saved from perishing eternally, he must 
believe in Him whom God hath sent, then it follows 
that there cannot be salvation in any other way. 

Again, our Lord said to the Jews, ''if ye believe 
not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins" (John 
viii. 24.) Now, if any persons on the face of the 
earth could look with a degree of plausibhty for 
salvation by some other way than Christ, they were 
the Jews. These were God's chosen people ; and they 
had sacrifices for sins appointed by Divine authority ; 
yet to them Christ said, ye shall die in your sins if ye 
believe not in Me. then, let the sinner beware, who 
is trusting in his own works, or in his church-member- 
ship, or in his strict attention to religious duties for the 
pardon of sin. All these the Jew had to depend upon ; 
yea, and did so more strictly than any now can do ; and 
yet out of Christ, andirrespectiveof His atoning sacrifice, 
and lacking faithinHim, he died and perished inhis sins. 
All his sacrifices and works, and ceremonial strictness. 
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were valueless in the sight of God while he rejected 
Christ, or did not place his whole trust in the merits 
of Him whose blood alone cleanseth man from sin. 

Lastly, when our Lord was about to ascend up into 
heaven, He called His disciples together, in order to 
give them His parting counsel ; and when this He had 
done. He sent them forth as His ambassadors, with 
this commission : " Go ye into all the worlds and preach 
the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned" (Mark xvi. 15, 16.) 

This Gospel, or glad tidings of salvation through 
Christ, was to be preached to every creature ; and this 
was the decision of God, he that believeth shall be 
saved; but, on the contrary, every man, in every 
part of the world, who rejects Christ as his Saviour, no 
matter what other methods of salvation he may adopt, 
or however moral he may be, shall be condemned. 

Such being the testimony of Christ, I turn to a class 
of witnesses, whose evidence is even more clear and 
positive, though not more conclusive than that we have 
examined. The words of the apostles must not, however, 
be received as those of men, but as the declarations of 
God. As men, the apostles are no more worthy of re- 
gard than any other fallible witnesses ; but as inspired 
men, their words are weighty ; as weighty as those of 
Christ Himself, for they ** spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost." (2 Pet. i. 21.) 

But, as the apostolic evidence is very fall, I must 
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pass by much that might be adduced, and confine my- 
self to the most positive and direct proofc : and the 
first I offer is the testimony of Peter, who, in his address 
to the rulers and elders of Israel, after performing the 
miracle at the beautiful gate of the temple, said, " Be 
it knoum unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that 
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye cru- 
cified, whom God raised from the dead, even by Sim doth 
this man stand here before you whole. This is the stone 
which was set at nought of you builders, which is become 
the head of the comer. Neither is there salvation in any 
other : for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be savedJ^ (Acts iv. 10-12.) 
Here again, it should be remembered, that Jews were 
addressed ; yea, the rulers and elders of Israel — men 
most zealous for God, who thought, that in upholding 
their prescribed forms of worship, and adhering to the 
venerable usages of their fathers, they were doing a 
service most acceptable to God; yet these, though 
following the beaten track which Moses, and Samuel, 
and Jephthah, and David had walked in, were assured, 
that without Christ they must perish. No work, or 
labour, or devotion, or strict adherence to the Church 
of their fathers, could save them from the wrath of 
God, if they despised and rejected their Messiah, in 
whose name only, salvation could be foimd. 

Of the same truth, we are again informed by St. 
Paul, who says, " Other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. iii. 11.) 
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These words are a positive proof of the doctrine. The 
apostle speaks of a foundation which is already laid. 
He tells us, that this foundation was laid by God, 
who appointed His Son Christ Jesus to be the Saviour ; 
and then he plainly informs us, that another foundation 
can no man lay — ^there is nothing upon which the 
sinner can build his hope of life but Christ Jesus, and 
Him crucified. And once more, says St. Paul, ^^ There is 
one God, and one Mediator hetueen Ood and men, the man 
Christ Jesm" (1 Tim. ii. 5.) Does the sinner need a 
Mediator to go between his soul and God ? then here 
he learns that there is only one — Christ Jesus : and 
if he cannot be saved without being reconciled to his 
offended God, and, cannot obtain this reconciliation 
but through the one and only Mediator, it follows that 
there is no salvation out of Christ. 

Having examined the testimony of St. Peter and 
St. Paul, I now turn to that given by St. John, who 
says, in corroboration of the evidence before given, 
" This is the record, that Ood hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. Se that hath 
the Son hath life : and he that hath not the Son of God, 
hath not life." (1 John v. 11, 12.) In this passage the 
infinite mercy of God is fully manifested in the free 
gift of eternal life to man. God gives him life ; but 
how is it bestowed? Has He many and various 
methods of mercy P Has He contrived and pointed 
out more than one path in which the man who desires 
life is to walk ? No ; for He has said that life is in 
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His Son, and nowhere else can it be found; for he 
that hatti not the Son of God — ^he that is not a beKever 
in, and follower of Christ, hath not life. The eternal 
life which Gk)d gives to man, is in Christ, and he who 
desires it, must seek for it there : he must possess 
Christ; he must cleave unto Him, as a drowning 
mariner would to a friendly rock, or he cannot be 
saved ; for he that hath not the Son of God, but is 
trusting to some other saviour, hath not life ; he is 
dead in trespasses and sins now, and hereafter he must 
die eternally. 

So earnest was St. Paul to establish this great and 
important trutti in the minds of his converts, that he 
never failed to hold up conspicuously before their eyes 
the dangers which beset those who deny it. To the 
Hebrews, he says, " How shall toe escape, if toe neglect 
80 great salvation ? " (Heb. ii. 3.) Where can the 
sinner look for a covert from the storm which shall 
descend upon the wicked, if he neglect that haven of 
peace, which invites him to enter P How can he be 
protected from the avenger of blood, if he run not 
into the city of refuge appointed for his salvation P 
For, saiih the same apostle, " if we sin wilfully after 
that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sin ; but a certain fearful 
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which 
shall devour the adversaries. He that despised Moses' 
law, died without mercy under tuH> or three witnesses : 
of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be 
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thought worthy, who hath trodden underfoot the Son of 
Ood, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, where- 
with he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done 
despite unto the Spirit of graceJ^ (Heb. x. 26 — 30.) 
Apostaoy, or the rejection of Christ as the way of life, 
by men who have been instructed in the truth, is fatal ; 
because the sinner who tramples upon the Son of God, 
and despises the blood of the covenant, cuts from 
beneai^ his feet the only ground on which he can 
stand ; there being provided no other way of pardon — 
no other way of salvation — no other saviour — ^no more 
sacrifice for sin, and, consequently, no other salvation 
for those who wilfully cast away and despise this. 

Lifting a warning voice to the Church of Thessa- 
lonica, this apostle again proclaims the danger of 
rejecting Christ; for he teUs them that ^^ when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven unth Sis mighty 
angels," it will be witti '* flaming fire takifig vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. i. 7, 8.) 

Now, if there be another gospel, then, those who 
walk in that way shall be saved ; but this cannot be, 
for it is said that the vengeance of God shall fall on 
all who obey not the Gospel of Christ; therefore, there 
can be no other way of salvation. The rejecter of 
Christ and His doctrine stands on the same ground as the 
man who is without God ; and, in the eye of the Supreme 
there is not a greater sinner than is he, however moral, 
however admired, however devoted as a son or servan 
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of the Churcli, who obeys not the Gospel of Christ, 
who despises its simplicity, who scorns its humbling 
truths, and who would raider rest his hope of life upon 
any other foundation. 

I have now proved by witnesses, whose evidence 
cannot be controverted, that there is no salvation for a 
sinner out of Christ, and none other name under heaven 
by which we must be saved ; but I cannot, and ought 
not to leave ttie subject without one practical deduction 
from what has been set forth. The Saviour of whom 
I have spoken, is " the Lamb of Chdy who taketh away 
the sins of the world," which great service He has 
accomplished by the shedding of His blood. This has 
been done, and nothing more. No other method or 
plan of salvation has been devised or appointed. One 
remedy, and one only, is offered for the cure of that 
mortal disease, which is hurrying us to endless per- 
dition, but it is aU sufficient for this purpose. It has 
cleansed many souls already, and it can wash white as 
snow, ten million times ten miUion more, without the 
loss of one atom of its potent virtue. Notlung that 
Christ has done for the salvation of the countless 
numbers of redeemed soiJs now rejoicing in glory, has 
weakened His power to receive as many more; for 
" He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by Him" (Heb. vii. 25) ; and no misconduct 
of man can change His purpose, stiU " to seek and to 
save that which was lost" (Luke xix. 10) ; His " hand is 
not shortened, that it cannot save; neither His ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear." (Is. lix. 1.) o 
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Then, if this is true, let every one apply to this 
Saviour. To whom else can we go, for He has the 
words of eternal life. (John vi. 68.) Let every sinner 
hasten to accept the salvation which God, in mercy, 
offers through Christ ; for there is no other provided, 
and no other can be hoped for : let each eschew all 
vain and foolish plans of human invention to quiet 
the conscience or administer a false peace to the mind; 
and, discarding every form of self-reliance, or human 
merit, come humble, poor, naked, and helpless to God, 
and he shall not be rejected ; for, in the kindness of 
His tender heart, Christ hath said, ^^Him that cometh 
to Me I will in no wise cast out." (John vi. 37.) 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
OUB COVENANT REDEEMEB IN HIS WOHK. 



" By the mystery of Thy holy mcamation ; by Thy holy nativity and 
ciicnmcision ; by Thy baptism, fasting, and temptation, Good 
Lord, deliver us. Litany, 

I HAVE now to consider the accomplishment of God's 
grand and merciful design to save from merited death, 
those who, by the violation of the law, had brought 
themselves under condemnation. This was, as we 
have seen, settled in the council of eternity, and, from 
age to age, made known unto men with more and more 
distinctness, up to the moment when God saw fit to 
send His Son into the world, to fulfil the condition of 
the covenant, which He had undertaken to accomplish. 
The hour at length arrived, when this work and 
labour of love must be performed. The fulness of time 
had come, when the world was ripe for the Messiah's 
advent, and then, without fiirther delay, God sent His 
Son on His holy, but painful and humiliating mission. 
As it was essential to the performance of His work 
that our Redeemer should be one of ourselves, God, in 
His love towards us, and in kind consideration to our 
limited powers of comprehension was pleased, not only 

o 2 
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to give Him a body, but to aflford unto us every 
possible proof of His perfect humanity, by sending Him 
into the world in the ordinary manner of men ; there- 
fore He was bom of a woman. (Luke ii. 7 ; Q-al. iv. 4.) 

This wonderful event occurred in Bethlehem, one of 
the royal cities of Judaea, during the reign of Augustus 
Caesar, to whom the province of Judaea was then subject, 
as appears from the testimony of Luke, who says, " It 
came to pass in those days^ that there went out a decree 
from Ccesar Augustus, that all the world should be 
taxed *^ ; — ^^And Joseph also went up from Galilee^ out 
of the city of Nazareth, into Judcea, unto the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because He was of 
the home and lineage of David :) to be taxed mth 
Mary his espoused wife, being great mth childJ' (Luke 
ii. 1, 4, 6.) 

But, although Judaea was, at this time, a Roman 
province, there was still reigning over the Jews, a king 
who governed them according to their own laws. Herod 
the Great, though appointed by, and a creature of the 
Roman Emperor, was the king of Judaea ; and it was not 
until after the destruction of Jerusalem, and the disper- 
sion of the Jews by Titus, that the sceptre and the law- 
giver may be said to have departed from Judah. It was, 
therefore, during the existence of Jewish regal and legal 
powers, that Jesus was bom ; and if He were not the 
Messiah — ^the Shiloh promised by Jacob, (Gen. xlix. 
10,) when are we to look for Him, seeing, that long 
ago the power and dominion of Judah have passed away P 
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According to the word of prophecy, Christ was bom 
of the seed of David. (2 Sam. vii. 11 — 17 ; Is. ix. 6, 
7 ; xvi. 5 ; Jer. xxiii. 5.) By a most wonderful ar- 
rangement, made, doubtless, in order to defeat cavil, 
Jesus was the seed of David, both through Mary His 
mother, and Joseph, His reputed father : and, therefore, 
the Jews who counted His lineage up from Joseph, 
never could dispute His royal descent ; and we who 
know that He was not the son of Joseph, but bom of 
the virgin Mary, have also the undeniable testimony 
of God's word to flie same fact. This circumstance 
will account for the apparent discrepancy between the 
two statements of our Lord's descent, given by Matthew 
and Luke. The former, writing for the Jews, gives 
the pedigree of Joseph, supposed by them to be the 
father of Christ ; while the latter evangelist gives his 
genealogy through Mary, who was the daughter of 
Heli, a direct descendant of king David, through 
Nathan. 

With regard to the immediate place of Christ's 
nativity, there is also an apparent contradiction in 
the prophetic writings. Micha had said, " But thou, 
Seth-lehem Ephratah, though thou he little among tJie * 
thousands of Judah, yet outof thee shall He come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have 
been from old, from everlasting." (Micha v. 2.) But 
the prophet Hosea, when speaking, primarily, of Israel, 
and in a second sense, of the Messiah, said, ^^when 
Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son 
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out o/Hgt/pt" (Hosea xi. 1.) And, lastly, most of the 
prophets speak of ttie contempt with which Christ should 
be treated, even as " a root out of a dry groundy^ in whom 
was "«o comeliness" nor any quality that would render 
Him desirable, (Is. liii. 2) ; which reproach was usually 
expressed by the tenn Nazarene ; when, therefore, it 
is said He shall be called a I^azarene, (Matt. ii. 
23,) it is only another mode of expressing the witness 
of the prophets, to His treatment as a Nazarene, or 
person of a mean and contemptible character. 

Here, then, we are told of three distinct places ; 
each of which is mentioned or alluded to as the one 
from which the Messiah would come. Beth-lehem, 
Egypt, and Nazareth of Galilee ; and we find that in 
His infancy He was so situated with respect to them 
all, as to lead to the reconciliation of these seeming 
contradictions; for, though bom in Bethlehem, He 
was immediately carried into Egypt, to escape the 
cruelty of Herod, (Matt. ii. 14, 15) ; and, subsequently, 
from the fear of Archelaus, His parents conveyed Him 
into Galilee, where they resided in the city of Nazareth. 

The birth of Jesus was remarkable; for, by the 
power of the Highest (Luke i. 35), a wonderful thing 
was accomplished, such as the world never knew or 
heard of, but in the prophecies relating to the Messiah, 
(Is. vii. 14) ; a virgin, under the miraculous influence 
of the Holy Ghost, conceived and brought forth a Son. 
(Luke L 27 ; ii. 7). Thus commenced the Saviour's 
work of himuliation. He was made of a woman, and 
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80 came into the world in the form and fashion of any 
other human creature ; but, He wa£i bom of a virgin 
by the power of the Highest, and, therefore, differed 
from all other men, in the perfection of His nature. 

Since the hour of Adam's creation, no other man 
has come into the world free from depravity. By the 
sin of Adam, aU his posterity have been made sinners, 
like a disease that is hereditary, the moral taint of 
his soul has passed down through each succeeding 
generation ; so that, in every period of the world, it 
could be said, ^' there is none righteam, no not oneJ' 
But, by His miraculous conception, Christ came into 
the world free from this taint, and its consequences. 
A pure body was prepared for Him, (Heb. x. 5) ; hence 
said the angel to Mary, '^ Thou hast found /aisour with 
God. Andy behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and 
bring forth a &on, and shalt call His name J£SU8, 
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 
Highest : and the Lord God shall give unto Him the 
throne of His Father David : and He shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever ; and of His kingdom there 
shall be no end^ — " The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee : 
therefore also that holy thing which shall be bom of thee 
shall be called the Son ofGodr (Luke i. 30—33, 36.) 

But, notwithstanding this superiority to all other 
men, how wonderfcd was the condescension of God 
in thus stooping down to enter our world in the 
humble form of an infant ;— a condition to which He 
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never would have submitted, had it not been necessary 
to the perfection of His work. This circumstance must, 
therefore, be regarded as the first act performed by the 
Bedeemer for our salvation — ^the first act of obedience 
to the will of God — ^the first step towards the perform- 
ance of the covenant into which He had entered. Did 
He come to stand in man's place, and to die for man ? 
then was it necessary that He should be " made of a 
woman, made tmder the law." (Gal. iv. 4.) Hence it 
was, that though " in the form of God" " Se made 
Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men," 
(Phil. u. 6, 7) ; and hence was it that " As the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood. He also Himself like- 
wise took part of the sa/m^ " ; — "/or verily He took not 
on Him tlie nature of angels : but He took on Him the 
seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved 
Him to be made like unto His brethren, that He might 
be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things per- 
taining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the 
people. For in that He Himself hath suffered being 
tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted." 
(Heb. ii. 14, 16, 18.) 

But, when we speak or think of Christ's human 
body, we must never suppose that He inherited the 
same mortal nature that we have. As Adam was 
made immortal, and continued so until he sinned ; so 
was Christ, by reason of His sinlessness, free from the 
dominion of death. There was no necessity in Him, 
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as there is in us^ to die. Death is a consequence of 
sin ; but in Him was no sin : therefore in Him there 
was no seed of death. As the cause was absent, Hie 
effect could not be looked for ; therefore death was 
not an essential law of His nature, as it is in that 
of all the fallen family of Adam. Christ came into 
the world witti an immortal body, and when He died, 
He did so not on account of BEs own, but of man's 
sins ; not of necessity, but voluntarily, of His own free 
and sovereign will. 

This voluntary humiliation must, therefore, be 
regarded as the conunencement of His work. Nothing 
that He did was forced upon Him; but, His entrance 
into a himian body, His submission to infancy, and to 
the law of death, were all His own voluntary acts. 
He made Himself of no reputation; He took upon 
Him the form of a servant ; He passed by the nature 
of angels, and took on Him the seed of Abraham ; all 
which He could do in the exercise of His fall uncon- 
strained will, because He was God. Had He been a 
created being He could not have done so. Of no man, 
nor angel could it be said, that he took upon himself 
or assumed, by his own will, his form or nature ; but 
Christ being very God of very God, had the power 
to become man, and this He did of His own will ; even 
stooping so low as to infancy and childhood, that He 
might, under all the circumstances of our being, submit 
to the law of God. 

And, as the birth of Christ was the commencement 
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of His work, the manner of it, by which He came into 
our world pure and undefiled, must not be omitted 
when we are enumerating the acts of His loving 
mission. The miraculous conception in the virgin's 
womb, was an act of mercy. Had He been conceived 
in the ordinary manner of men. He must have had in 
His own soul the sinM taint which has separated us 
from God, and made us subject to the law of death. 
Had He been bom with the same depraved will as 
man's, He could not have kept the law, and made it 
honourable. Had He been contaminated with original 
sin. He could not have atoned for sin; and His death, 
though a voluntary offering, could not have been 
meritorious ; seeing that He must, of necessity, have 
paid the penalty of sin, and died as a consequence of 
His own transgressions. It was the freedom, with 
which He acted throughout His ministrations, that 
gave such virtue to His sufferings. He was under no 
obligation to obey, or to die, as created human beings 
are ; but was free to stipulate with His Father in the 
covenant, — free to enter upon His self-appointed 
obligations, — free to come in any way His infinite 
wisdom should tell Him was the best, — ^free to place 
Himself under the law, and bow to the authority 
of God, — and free to give up His life, when He pleased, 
as a ransom for the souls of men. Every act of Christ 
was volimtary ; and nothing was done by any other 
compulsion, but that of love. 
That the work which Christ undertook, and came on 
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earth to accompKsh, was among the first thoughts of 
His dawning mind, we have a remarkable proof recorded 
in the Q-ospel of St. Luke. At the age of twelve years, 
when found in the temple discoursing with the Jewish 
doctors. He replied to the gentle rebuke of his parents, 
" Haw is it that ye sought Me ? wist ye not that I must 
he about my Father* s business?" (Luke ii. 49.) Thus 
early, Christ commenced His ministry; but, as He had 
other important duties connected wii^ His childhood to 
perform. He relinquished for a time His public, to re- 
enter upon His private work. Obedient to the wishes 
of His parents. He returned with them to His home, 
and " was suhject unto themy* (Luke ii. 51.) ; and so 
ftdfilled the command which says, ^^ Honour thy father 
and thy mother ^ (Ex. xx. 12.) " Childrenobey your 
parents in the Lord, for this is right. (Eph. vi. 1.) 
" Children obey your parents in all things, for this is 
well pleasing unto the Lord." (Col. iii. 20.) 

From this time, to the proper commencement of His 
public ministry, we have no record, and, therefore, can 
only imagine His holy progress at that early period. 
We know, indeed, that He " increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favour unth God and man," (Luke ii. 52.) ; 
but, of the beauty of His youthful character, the 
correctness of His deportment, the sweetness of His 
disposition, the amiability, gentleness, and guileless 
innocence which marked this most interesting period 
of His life, we can only form a faint conception. On 
this subject the sacred writers are silent ; and, therefore. 
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with ihem let us pass on to that period of His earthly 
sojourn which was devoted to the more active duties 
of TTiR ministry. 

In studying the doctrines of Christ's perfect obedience 
to God's will, we should consider, in the first place, His 
holiness of character ; for on this rests the whole fabric 
of His work ; and, I hesitate not to say, that the 
Scripture testimony on this point, is most dear and 
satisfactory. 

The sinless perfection which Christ brought with 
Him into the world He never marred by word or deed. 
Not one instance can be alleged of a deviation, the 
slightest, from the strict path of rectitude. Exposed 
as He was, more than other men, to the trial of His 
virtue, yet, never was He overtaken in a fault. To the 
necessities of His humanity, and the natural passions 
which He possessed in common with other men, there 
were added temptations and allurements, which none 
but Himself could have overcome. Satan assailed Him, 
but was foiled in ttie encounter. He was persecuted 
by men, but He never relinquished His purpose of 
doing them good. He was forsaken by His Fattier in 
the very midst of His sorrow, yet. He failed not in His 
filial obedience and love. 

See Him in the depth of His poverty, having no 
place ^^ where to lay His h^ad" (Matt. viii. 20.) wander- 
ing about, dependent upon Providence alone for the 
supply of His wants, and without, even, sufficient of this 
world's wealth to pay the tribute which was demanded 
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for Himself and His disciples; yet, where do we 
behold one covetous act which would lead us to 
believe that He desired the things of this world? 
or when do we hear the expression of one repining 
thought, or one sigh, even, on account of His low and 
abject state P 

Behold how His doctrine is disputed, and His motives 
are assailed by the proud doctors of the law, and the 
hypocritical Pharisees ; yet, how patiently does 
He listen to their calumnies, and meekly, though 
promptly, answer their sophistries. See Him in the 
presence of sinners — a holy and pure Being in contact 
with the vile of the earfli, yet, look we in vain for 
any signs of disgust; or hear we any other expressions, 
than those of gentle reproof. 

Behold the forbearance and patience which He 
exercised towards His disciples, when their ignorance 
and unbelief might have provoked a less gentle spirit. 

Witness His tenderness, when called to reprove the 
woman who was taken in adultery ; and behold how 
beautiful the kindness of His manner appears, when 
contrasted wiih. that of her accusers. 

See Him in converse with the woman of Samaria ; 
or with the timid inquirer Nicodemus, and nothing can 
be discovered, but the marks of that tender love, and 
merciful regard for the spiritual welfare of man, which 
bears with his ignorance, and is unprovoked by his 
folly. 

Regard Him on the eve of His betrayal, in the very 
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presence of Judas ; see Him conveyed into the hands 
of His enemies by the traitor; watch His conduct 
when brought to Pilate's bar, and when delivered over 
to an insolent mob to be scourged, and mocked, and spit 
upon : and behold how meekly he submitted to the 
accumulated taunts and revilings which were heaped 
upon Him, without uttering one word of reproach, or 
impatience. 

Thus did the sinless perfection, which Christ brought 
with HiTTi into the world, continue to characterize His 
humanity to the last From infancy He grew up 
through childhood and youth to manhood ; and passed 
through a life of suffering, to the grave, without one 
violation of the will of God in thought, or word, or 
deed ; and nothing can be found in the history of His 
life to invalidate the testimony of God, who tells us 
that He was ^^holyy harmlesSj undefiled, separate from 
sinnerSy^ (Heb. vii. 26.) ; that ^^He 'pleased not Himself ^^ 
(Rom. XV. 3.) but, was " meeky and hwly in heart" 
(Matt. xi. 29.) : that He did " no violence, neither was 
any deceit in His mouthy" (Is. liii. 9.) ; that " when He 
was reviled, reviled fiot again : when He suffered He 
threatened not," (1 Pet. ii. 23.) ; and, though oppressed 
and afflicted ; despised and rejected of men ; though 
wounded, and bruised, and insulted, and brought as a 
lamb to the slaughter, " He opened not His mouth " 
(Is. Uii. 7) to utter words of reproach or complaint. 

It was not, however, only in His conduct that our 
beloved Lord exhibited the marks of unsullied purity of 
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soul, but SO did He, likewise, in His moral precepts. If 
we look, for example, into His sermon on the mount, 
there we find principles of the purest morality and 
subKmest wisdom inculcated. Humility, purity, and 
meekness are pressed upon our attention, as qualities 
blessed by God. The merciful and peaceable are 
commended; while anger, cruelty, evil-speaking, 
covetousness, revenge, hatred, malice, implacability, 
uncleanness, perjury,uncharitableness, pride, vain glory, 
hypocrisy, inordinate worldliness, carefulness of spirit, 
censoriousness, and unjust judgment of others, are, with 
many other vices and heart sins, condemned ; and held 
up to view as evils to be avoided by all who seek for the 
sanctification of the Spirit, and that purity ofheart, which 
will make them in some small measure, approach unto 
the likeness of Christ. what a lovely character must 
that have been, which, free from the vices condemned, 
was formed on the principles here commended ; and 
such a pure Being was Christ. What He urges others 
to do. He did. The virtues He extols. He practiced ; 
and the vices He condenms, He knew nothing of, but 
from His observation of their evil working in others. 
In short, to use the language of an avowed infidel, 
whose testimony to the character of Jesus is more 
valuable on that account, we may say, that "In Christ 
we have an example of a quiet and peaceful spirit, of a 
becoming modesty and sobriety; just, honest, upright, 
and sincere ; and, above all, of a most gracious and 
benevolent temper and behaviour. One who did no 
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wrong, no injury to any man ; in whose mouth was no 
guile ; who went about doing good, not only by His 
ministry, but also in curing all manner of diseases 
among the people. His life was a beautiful picture of 
human nature, in its native purity and simplicity, and 
showed at once what excellent creatures men would be, 
when under the influence and power of that Gospel, 
vhich He preached unto them."* 



♦ ChubVs Trae Gospel of Jeauft Christ 
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CHAPTEE XIV. 

OUB COVENANT REDEEMER IN HIS WORK OF 
OBEDIENCE. 



" Almiglitj Qod, who madest Thj blessed Son to be circnincifled, and 
obedient to the law for man ; Grant us the true circmndsion of the 
Spirit ; that onr hearts and all our members, being mortified from 
all worldlj and carnal Insts, we may in all things obej Thy blessed 
will, through the same Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord." 

Circumcision, 

In the former chapter I considered, partially, the moral 
character of Christ, in order to show how admirably 
He ftdfiUed the conditions of that covenant by which 
our salvation is secured. I observed upon the unsullied 
and undeviating purity of His nature, and pointed out, 
as clearly as a frail creature can, the extent of His 
holiness. Judging from the absence, in His moral 
character, of those evil passions, habits, and propensi- 
ties, which we observe in ourselves, and in the very 
best of men, I considered that we are justified in 
presuming, that the particulars in which Christ chiefly 
differed from us, were His holiness and righteousness. 
Now, this truth, which I say may be presumed from 
a consideration of the negative character of Christ, is 
made clear and certain by an examination of His mind 

p 
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in active operation. It is possible for a person to be 
harmless, and yet useless; and, therefore, we must 
look for something more than mere negation in the 
Redeemer's moral character, before we can pronounce 
our belief in the testimony of Scripture, to His complete 
uprightness in the sight of God : and, as righteousness 
consists in a strict conformity to the will of God, as 
expressed in His law, we must examine the whole life 
and conduct of Christ by this test ; for, the slightest 
deviation from its requirements, in His personal 
character, in His words, or acts, would stamp Him 
with the dark mark of our corruption, and overturn 
all our expectations of redemption through Him. 

Our Lord has informed us, that the two grand prin- 
ciples upon which the law is based, are, love and 
charity; the one being devotion of heart to God, 
and the other, the flowing out of our affections to 
man : for, " on these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophetsJ* (Matt. xxii. 40.) In bringing, 
therefore, the moral character of Jesus to the test of 
the law, it will be only necessary to view Him in the 
light of these principles, and ascertain the quality of 
His love to God, and of His charity to man. 

Did Christ Jesus love God ? what evidence is there 
that He did not ? I defy the most inveterate enemy 
of the Gospel to allege one act of rebellion, or one fact 
in the whole history of the Saviour, to show that the 
love of His Father was not the all-pervading feeling 
of His souL 
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Now, the absence from Christ, of all ordinary evi- 
dence by which the existence of sin is proved, coupled 
with His oft-repeated declarations of love to God, 
should be sufficient to convince us of His perfect obe- 
dience to the first table of the law : but, as I said we 
must not leave the question resting only upon negative 
evidence, I turn to the acts of His life, to prove the 
perfection of His love. 

When we observe a person devoting himself to another's 
interests voluntarily, we believe that he is actuated by 
a desire to gratify the one he serves ; but when we 
know, that he thus engages in this service to his own 
manifest discomfort and loss, we cannot, for one moment, 
doubt the sincerity of the regard or love which prompts 
the action. Now, our Saviour's first public act was of 
this kind : at twelve years of age He was found in the 
temple sitting among the Jewish doctors, both hearing 
them, and asking them questions ; and when told by 
His parents that they had sought Him sorrowing. He 
said in reply, " How is it that ye sought Me ? Wist ye 
not that I must be about My Father's bminess/' (Luke 
ii. 49). Here was a voluntary sacrifice of His own 
comfort and ease. He left His earthly parents' 
company unknown to them, and entered upon a duty 
which He knew would please His heavenly Parent ; 
and this He did with a fall knowledge of the loss and 
discomfort which so long an absence from His home 
and His parents must entail upon Him. This transac- 
tion, then, simple as it seems, proves the early 

p2 
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developement and sincerity of that love of God which 
ever animated His breast. 

But, it is not in one solitary act of the Saviour's life, 
that we observe this combination of voluntary obedience 
with personal discomfort ; for all that He willingly did 
to please God, was accompanied by humiliation and 
suffering. "Witness especially, in proof of this, the 
closing scenes of His eventfiil life : when, because it 
was His Father's will that He should suffer and die 
for man, though that death would be accompanied, to 
His knowledge, by suffering of mind the acutest, and 
anguish the most trying to mortal flesh, he submitted; 
because He loved God. He was willing to meet all 
the trouble that could be heaped upon Him, rather 
than disobHge and disobey one so dear to Him as that 
Father who had sent Him into the world to do Hie will. 

In view of the sufferings which He was about to 
undergo, and from which His zealous disciples would 
have defended Him, He said, "the cup which My 
Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it?" (John 
xviii. 11); and, at the moment when the clouds of 
adversity were the darkest, and the accumulated sins 
of a world pressed the heaviest upon His soul; 
when God hid His face, and Satan was left to buffet 
Him, so that His weak human nature was well nigh 
conquered, and he was constrained by the depth of its 
agony, to cry out and say, " 0, Mt/ Father^ if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from Me," (Matt. xxvi. 39) ; 
even then, in that moment of weakness. His love to 
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God enabled Him to triumph over the demands of 
His flesh, and exclaim, "Nevertheless, not as I will, 
but as Thou mlt" (Ibid.) And, when the tempter 
assailed Him, and hoped by repeated blows to make 
Him yield, the love of Christ to God was such, as 
to draw from Him this beautifiil expression of filial 
duty, " My Father, if this cup may not pass away 
from m£, except I drink it, Thy will be done." (Matt. 
xxvi. 42.) Surely, then, if obedience is a mark of 
love ; if, as St. John says, "this is the love of God, that 
we keep His commandments," (1 John v. 3) ; this 
one act of our blessed Redeemer's life proves that 
He firmly and sincerely loved. 

But, if the evidence adduced is insufficient to convince 
the mind of any who doubts the love of Christ to God, 
I beg his attention to the following considerations : — 
First, where do we behold such devotion to God's 
honour and glory, as was exhibited by Christ P who 
says of Himself, in the face of His enemies, and 
without the fear of contradiction, "/ h^onour My 
Father," (John viii. 49) ; "I do always those things 
which please Him," (John viii. 29) ; and who proved 
the truth of this declaration by his actions, when He 
prayed that God might be glorified, (John xii. 28) ; 
and then glorified Him in His sufferings and obedience 
unto death, (John xiiL 31). Surely, what He said of 
Himself in prayer to God, at the end of His ministry, 
was true: "I have glorified Thee on the earth; I have 
finished the work which Thou gavest me to do" (John 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



214 OUR COVENANT GOD. 

xvii. 4). Secondly, where do we see such eminent 
piety and Godliness, as we witness in the life of Christ P 
We read of His constant prayerfulness ; that He rose 
up a great while before day, and went into a solitary 
place and prayed, (Mark i. 36) ; that He withdrew 
into the wilderness and prayed, (Luke v. 16) ; and 
that He continued all night long in prayer on a 
mountain, apart, (Luke vi; 12). Thirdly, where do 
we meet with words of so much reverence and affection 
as those with which Christ addresses His Father, " 
righteous Father/^ (John xvii. 26) ; / thank Thee, 
Father, Lord of heaten and earth," (Matt. xi. 25) ; 
" Even 80, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight,'* 
fMatt. xi. 26) ; " Holy Father, keep through Thine own 
name those whom Thou hast given Jfe," (John xvii. 11) ; 
^'Abba, Father, all things are possible unto Thee," 
(Mark xiv. 36) ; " Father, if Thou be willing;' (Luke 
xxii. 42) ; Father, forgive them ; for they know not 
what they do" (Luke xxiii. 34.) 

In like manner, when speaking of God to others, 
how ready is He to set forth His glory. To His 
disciples He says, " Let your Ught so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven" (Matt. v. 16.) " Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven 
imperfect" (Matt. v. 48.) ''Not one" (sparrow) ''shall 
fall to the ground toithout your Father," (Matt. x. 29.) ; 
" It is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, 
that one of these little ones should perish," (Matt, xviii. 
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14). "5tf ye therefore merciful^ as your Father also is 
merciful,'* (Luke vi. 36). " Thy Father which seeth in 
secret Himself shall retcard thee openly," (Matt. vi. 4.) 
" Our Father, which art in hearen, hallowed be Thy 
name,'* (Matt. vi. 9) ; ''My Father is greater than all," 
(John X, 29) ; " My Father is greater than /." (John 
xiv. 28.) 

Such is a portion of the evidence afforded by Christ 
of His love to God ; but this was only one part of the 
Divitte law which He was to honour ; for the second 
command was equally bound upon Him : and we must 
have the most complete ptoot of His love to man, if 
we are to regard Him as a righteous being. Then, did 
our Lord love His neighbour as Himself? In replying 
to this question, I may ask, as I did in the former 
case, where is the proof that He did not ? Can one 
instance be produced of malice, or revenge, or evil 
speaking, or contempt, or anger, or hatred, or dis- 
honesty, or covetousness, or any other evil prejudice or 
passion, which has ever been detected in the human 
heart? No. I defy the maligners of our Lord to 
point out one act, or one word, or one sign, by which 
it can be proved that in any single instance He 
displayed a spirit of uncharitableness. Never was 
there a case, in which a feeling of anger or resentment 
would, according to our incorrect and depraved views, 
have been more justified than in His, who was despised 
and contemned, and persecuted, and traduced; but, 
instead of any of these bad passions breaking forth in 
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the moment of His unjust and cruel persecutions, we 
see only patience, and forbearance, and meekness, and 
resignation, and love ; and if the indulgence of vanity 
or self-conceit, or any spirit of triumphant pride could 
be permitted as the natural consequence of those actions 
which merit human applause, surely no man who ever 
Kved, and astonished the world by the greatness of his 
intellect, or the grandeur of his works, had so much 
reason for the exhibition of these feelings as our Lord ; 
whose knowledge astonished the learned Babbins, 
whose wisdom detected the cavils and sophisms of 
the scribes, and whose astonishing power fiUed the 
multitude with profound admiration; and yet, so far 
jfrom exhibiting any vain and conceited exaltation of 
spirit, or any uncharitable feeling of superiority, we 
behold only a gentle desire to shun rather than court 
observation and praise. 

But, the charity of Christ will appear more dis- 
tinguishable, if we look for it in the acts of His 
eventful life. 

Regard Him, then, as a public teacher, going about 
at all times and to all places, to pour the knowledge of 
salvation into the minds of the ignorant. He came to 
instruct the world in the doctrines of a new form of 
faith, and must have known that He would meet with 
much prejudice and bigotry, and be stoutly opposed by 
all whose interest it W8is to uphold the old institutions; 
yet we see Him proceeding onward in the rough and 
dangerous path He chose ; teaching the ignorant with 
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kindness; rebuking their errors with gentleness; 
correcting their mistakes with humility; listening 
to their cavils with patience ; and meeting the 
violence of opposition with firmness and forbearance : 
and, if it be asked, Did He gain by these efforts to 
enlighten the world with His holy doctrine? Was 
He placed high among the learned and wise ? Was 
He applauded by the people, and called a benefactor 
and philosopher? No; but, on the contrary, His 
principles were contemned ; His person was reviled ; 
and His doctrines were received with derision and scorn. 
But, let His acts be observed from another point of 
view. See Him going about from village to village, 
traversing, with weary foot, the mountain and the 
desert, passing through all the cities of Judea, and 
finding out man wherever man was, that He might do 
him good service. Behold Him as He advances, 
scattering blessings upon all ; and see how His way 
is marked by the joy and peace He has diffiised : the 
hungry He feeds ; the sick He heals ; the afflicted He 
consoles ; the poor He comforts ; and the sinner He 
pardons. Wheresoever He comes, the wretched flock 
to His side, and implore, not in vain, His favour and 
help ; and even the afflicted who ask not, receive from 
Him a blessing. At His approach, the eyes of the 
blind are opened, and the ears of the deaf are unstopped, 
the lame man leaps as an hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb doth sing ; and what is His reward ? Is He 
beloved? Is He venerated? Is He an object of 
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popular admiration P No ; but on the contrary He is 
despised and rejected of men; Hismotivesare maligned; 
He is everywhere viewed with suspicion and mistrust ; 
and even His mighty miracles are ascribed to Satanic 
influence. 

Then, if for so much blessing, the Bedeemer is paid 
with so much hatred ; if so much kindness is met with so 
much unkindness ; why doth He not leave the scomers 
to perish, and cease to confer His favours upon an 
ungrateful and unthankful world? Because of the 
intensity of His love. Had He loved Himself more 
than He loved His neighbour. He would have consulted 
His own comfort and peace of mind, before He sought 
the welfare of others ; and, yielding to the pressure of 
His enemies, would have ceased to oppose their wishes 
by His teaching and miracles. But thus He did not 
act; for He loved others as He loved Himself, and 
so He willingly submitted to personal discomfort, 
that He might comfort those who needed His con- 
solations. 

Again, if we seek for additional evidence of the 
Eedeemer's love, we shall find it in the kindness of 
heart, and tenderness of manner which characterised 
His intercourse with all who stood in need of His 
sympathy. When the young ruler came to ask the 
way of life, though he could not be persuaded to walk 
therein, the affectionate heart of Jesus was touched by 
something which He saw in his youthful appearance, 
or gentie manner, and He ^' loved him.'' (Mark x. 21.) 
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Then, how gently did He reprove the woman of 
Samaria, (John iv. 18) ; and the woman taken in 
adultery, (John viii. 10, 11) ; and the waywardness of 
Peter, and the faithlessness of His disciples. How 
did His pity and compassion overflow at the sight of 
the widow, whom He beheld following her only child 
to the grave. (Luke vii. 13.) What tenderness and 
warmth of aJSfection He displayed when He groaned in 
spirit at the tomb of Lazarus, and mingled His tears 
with those of the mourners, (John xi. 33) ; and when 
any wanderer returned, how kindly He received him ; 
publicans and sinners surrounded Him without any 
fear of His displeasure, (Luke xv. 1) ; and the penitent 
ZacchaBus, (Luke xix. 6,) and the humble Mary, (Luke 
vii. 48,) and the dying thief, (Luke xxiii. 43,) and the 
contrite Peter, (Luke xxii. 61) could discern only in 
His countenance the beaming expression of love, and 
hear from His lips, nought but the welcome words of 
forgiveness, consolation and peace. 

But, if this evidence is insuflGlcient to convince the 
sceptic of the love of Christ, let him listen, lastly, 
to His own declarations, and the positive testimony of 
those who knew Him well, and were with Him, and 
saw Him under all the varied circumstances of His 
short and troubled hfe. Of Himself, He said to His 
disciples, "-4s the Father loved Mey so have I loved f/ouJ' 
(John XV. 9.) " Love one another, as I have loved you. 
Oreater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends ; ye are My friends.*^ (John 
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XV. 12 — 14.) "iETe that loveth Me shall be loved of My 
Father, and I will love him, and mil manifest Myself 
to him." (ib. xiv. 21.) 

Here is His own tmthfiil testimony. But, we are 
not confined to this; for thus do others witness of 
His love. "Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and 
Lazarm, (ib. xi. 5.) ^^ Behold" (said the Jews) " how 
He loved him" (ib. xi. 36. " Jesus beholding him," 
(the young ruler) " loved him" (Markx. 21.) " Having 
loved His own, He loved them unto the end" (John xiii. 
1.) " / live," says St. Paul, " by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me" (Gal. 
ii. 20.) " Husbands love your mves, as Christ loved the 
Church:' (Eph. v. 25.) 

Such is a small portion of the evidence given in 
God's word of Christ's love: but, were all recorded here 
that is revealed, the theme must still be too deep 
for man's power to fathom ; yea, as saith St. Paul, 
it "passeth knowledge" (Eph. iii. 19.) 

We see, then, in the acts and words of Christ, 
evidence sufficient of His uniform and consistent 
obedience to God's commands ; and, if He obeyed the 
law — if He loved with that intensity of devotion which 
it demands. He has been faithftd to the covenant, and 
has so far fulfilled the conditions it imposed. Examined 
by the test of God's holy uncompromising law, our 
Lord and Saviour comes out of the trial, pure. We 
find that, under all His temptations and provocations. 
He maintained His perfect integrity; that He "did 
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no sin, neither was guile found in His mouthy (1 Pet. ii. 
22) ; and that, at all times of His earthly sojourn, 
He proved Himself to be " holy, harmlesSy undefiled, 
separate from sinners.^* (Heb. vii. 26.) Such, reader, 
is your Saviour. Such is the character of that Re- 
deemer who solicits your confidence. Can He be 
trusted P Dare we venture our souls in His hands ? 
Surely, if the tenderest love, combined with the will 
and the power to relieve man's sufferings, should 
inspire any timid, anxious soul with hope, the life of 
Christ, even without the knowledge of His invitations 
and promises, supplies us with a foundation strong 
enough for the most fearful soul to build his expectations 
upon, and there rest in security and peace. 
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CHAPTEE XY. 

OUB COVENANT REDEEMEB IN HIS WORK OF 
INSTRUCTION. 



" The day-spring from on high hath visited ns, to givs light to them 
that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide our 
feet into the way of peace.** Benedictus. 

At the time of Clirist*s entry upon His public minis- 
try, the Jewish dispensation was waning, and the 
Gospel dispensation, which He came to establish, was 
at hand. 

The developement of His kingdom was not, however, 
eflFected without due preparation, for a messenger was 
sent before the Lord, to make His paths straight; 
which John did by preaching in the wilderness, and 
calling upon sinners to repent. 

It was not until Christ attained the age of thirty years 
that He commenced His public ministry, up to which 
time He was a faithful member of the Jewish Church ; 
but now He was about to substitute for it the Gospel 
kingdom, therefore, that He might fulfil all righteous- 
ness He was publicly baptised, and so bound Himself 
to the law of this new covenant. 
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Christ, from the hour of His baptism at once com- 
menced the new constitution of His Church ; and yet 
He did no violence to the deep-seated prejudices of 
His Jewish brethren. It was not by any rash and 
harsh course of action that He hoped to succeed ; but 
by gradually, and almost imperceptibly unfolding His 
new doctrines, by preaching the Gospel, by enlightening 
the Jewish mind, and by performing such works as 
would at once proclaim His Divine authority. 

That the instruction of men by the preaching of 
salvation, was a part of the work which Christ under- 
took to perform in the covenant of redemption, appears 
clear from several passages of Scripture. In the 
Psalms, Christ is represented as saying to His Father, 
in attestation of His faithfulness, " / have preached 
righieotcsness in the great congregation : h, I have not 
refrained My lips, Lord, Thou knowest. I have not 
hid Thy righteomness within My heart ; I have declared 
Thy faithfulness and Thy salvation : I have not con- 
cealed Thy loving kindness and Thy truth from the 
great congregation" (Ps. xl. 9, 10.) Again, He says 
by Isaiah, " The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me : 
because the Lord hath anointed Me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek ; He hath sent me to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prison to them that are bound : to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day 
of vengeance of our God ; to comfort all that mourn ; 
to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto 
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them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they 
might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, that He might be glorified'* (Is. Ixi. 1 — 4.) 

When Jesus, at twelve years of age, discoursed with 
the Jewish doctors. He called that work, ^^His Father's 
business " ; and when John sent his disciples to ask 
Christ if He were the Messjah, the Lord answered 
by referring them to His preaching, " Go," said He, 
" and show John again those things which ye do hear 
and see,'* — " the poor have the Gospel preached to 
themJ' (Matt. xi. 4, 5.) 

Of the blessing which Christ should confer by His 
preaching, it is said, " ITie people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light : they that dwell in 
the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the 
light shined," (Is. ix. 2) ; and in our Lord's declaration 
of Himself, and the purpose of His coming, we see the 
fulfilment of this prophecy, " I am come a light into 
the world, that whosoever believeth on Me should not 
abide in darknessJ' (John xii. 46.) 

The preaching of salvation being a portion of Christ's 
work, how comforting is it to the sinner, to see that it 
was done. Having cotne to illuminate the minds of 
men with the Hght of Divine truth, we discover that 
Christ lost no opportunity of proclaiming it. Where 
do we find so zealous and industrious a preacher? 
He came into Galilee, "preaching the Gospel of the 
kingdom of God, and saying. The time is fulfilled, and 
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the kingdom of God is at hand; repent ye, and believe 
the Gospel," (Mark i. 14, 15) ; "He went throughout 
every city and village, preaching and shewing the glad 
tidings of the kingdom of God^" (Luke viii. 1) ; " He 
went round about the villages teaching,'* (Mark vi. 
6) ; He taught in their synagogues,*' (Luke iv. 15) ; 
" He said, I must preach the kingdom of God to other 
cities also ; for therefore am I sent. And He preached 
in the synagogues of Galilee** (Luke iv. 43, 44.) 

In examining the preaching of Jesus, we are strucsk 
with the distinctness with which He proclaimed the 
truth. Let us Ksten to His own words : " I am the 
bread of life,** (John vi. 48) ; " He that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he Uve ; and who- 
soever liveth and believeth in me shall never die** 
(John xi. 25, 26) ; "I am the way, the truth, and the 
life,** (John xiv. 6) ; " Come unto me^* — " and I will 
give you rest,** (Matt. xi. 28); "Him that cometh to 
Me I will in no wise cast out,** (John vi. 37) ; " He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,** (Mark 
xvi. 16) ; " No man cometh unto the Father, but by 
Me,** (John xiv. 6); "/ am the good Shepherd,** 
(John X. 14) ; " I am the door,** (John x. 7) ; "lam 
the true vine,** (John xv. 1) ; " / lay down My life for 
the sheep,** (John x. 15) ; "The Son of Man came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His 
life a ransom for many,** (Matt. xx. 28) ; " This is 
My body,** broken for you, " this is My blood of the 
new testament, which is shed for many,** (Mark xiv. 
22, 24) for the remission of sins. q 
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As Christ distinctly preached His Gospel to sinners, 
SO also faithfully did He denounce those who disbelieved 
and rejected His message : for to such He boldly 
exclaimed, " He that believeth not shall he damnedy^ 
(Mark xvi. 16) ; ^^Ifye belie'oe not that I am He, ye 
shall die in your sins" (John viii. 24) ; " Ye believe 
not, because ye are not My sheep," (John x. 26); 
" Me that believeth not is condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God," (John iii. 18) ; " Woe unto you, Scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites," (Matt, xxiii. 13) ; " Ye 
hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying. 
This people draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth, 
and honoureth me with their lips ; but their heart is 
far from me" (Matt. xv. 7) ; " Why tempt ye me, ye 
hypocrites," (Matt. xxii. 18) ; " Woe unto you, ye 
blind guides," (Matt, xxiii. 16) ; " Woe unto you also, 
ye lawyers," (Luke xi. 46) ; " Woe unto you that are 
rich ! for ye have received your consolation," (Luke 
vi. 24) ; " Woe unto you that are full ! for ye shall 
hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now I for ye shall 
mourn and weep. Woe unto you, when all men shall 
speak well of you I for so did their fathers to the false 
prophets." (Luke vi. 25, 26.) 

Though it is not essential to the argument to enter 
upon the manner or method of Christ's preaching, 
I shall be pardoned, by any who discuss the exaltation 
of our Redeemer, if I dwell a little upon this theme. 
Christ was faithful ; but, not more faithful than in- 
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teresting, were His discourses. He enlisted every 
familiar object to illustrate his doctrines, and inter- 
spersed His sermons with the most beautiful figures. 
He taught also frequently by parables, and so, through 
the imagination, impressed truths upon the minds of 
His hearers, which otherwise might have been dis- 
regarded. 

As Christ's preaching was interesting, so was it also 
judicious and affectionate. He did not force His 
Gospel upon reluctant ears, and by casting pearls 
before swine, tempt them to rend Him and blaspheme 
His doctrine ; but He watched always for favourable 
opportunities, and, according as His hearers were 
capable of receiving the truth. He communicated it 
to them ; and, then, how gently did He lead those 
who were willing to be led ! How tender was He to 
penitents! and how lovingly did He call upon the 
sinner, the afflicted, the heavy laden, and the tempted, 
to come unto Him for help ! 

Yet, we must add to all this excellence one other 
quality, which was a peculiar characteristic of Christ's 
preaching. It was marked by wisdom. His words 
were well weighed in His mind before they were 
uttered. He never had to unsay what He had said. 
Nothing frivolous, or foolish, or weak, escaped His 
lips. When He reasoned. His arguments were con- 
clusive ; and when He had to combat the sophistries 
of His enemies. He always did so with the skill of a 
master of debate. Well, then, might those who heard 

q2 
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Him, exclaim "Never man spake like this man" 
(John vii. 46); " Whence hath this man this wisdom?" 
(Matt. xui. 54) ; " How knoweth this man letters, 
having never learned?" (John vii. 15.) 

Having thus rapidly considered the manner of 
Christ's preaching, we may now examine its substantial 
excellence. 

Christ came not to bestow upon man temporal, but 
spiritual blessing. It was a spiritual disease He came 
to cure, and therefore He used spiritual remedies. 
His mission was to the souls of men — to enlighten the 
imderstanding — to heal the plague of the heart, to 
imstop the deaf ears, and to cause the tongue of the 
dumb to sing ; and these objects he accomplished by 
the instrumentality of a preached Gospel. He was 
not satisfied with going about to heal disease, and to 
confer temporal blessings, but He must cry aloud in 
the highways and the most public resorts of men. He 
must preach the Gospel of the kingdom which He 
came to estabKsh. He must teach men the way of 
truth, and lead all by Himself, as by a living path, to 
the happiness which was prepared for the righteous. 

In doing this, we find that He, first openly, though 
judiciously, declared Himself to be the promised 
Messiah. This, by a reference to His miracles and 
preaching. He did to John's disciples. (Matt. xi. 5.) 
He did so also in His discourse with the woman of 
Samaria, when He said in reply to her reference to the 
Messiah, "J that speak unto thee am He" (John iv. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



OUR COVENANT GOD. 229 

26). And this lie did publicly in the synagogue ; 
when, after quoting a passage from Isaiah, relating to 
the Messiah's work, he said, " This day is this Scripture 
fulfilkd in your ears'' (Luke iv. 21.) 

Now, when Christ proclaimed Himself the Messiah, 
He preached the Gospel ; for who was the Messiah P 
not a carnal worldly potentate, not a mere deliverer 
from earthly calamities ; but a spiritual King, a 
deliverer from Satan's slavery, a Saviour appointed 
for the rescue of sinners from the power of the prince 
of darkness. The Messiah was not promised to the 
Jew only, but in Him were all the families of the 
earth to be blessed. (Gen. xii. 3.) He was to come for 
the purpose of bruising the head of man's common 
foe. (Gen. iii. 15.) He was to be the leader of His 
people through this wilderness-world to a spiritual 
Canaan. He was to sit upon the throne of a spiritual 
kingdom, and reign in the hearts of His spiritual 
subjects for ever. He was to become a sacrifice for 
sin, to die for His people, to be stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted, that the transgressions of many 
might be pardoned. (Is. liii.) 

Thus, in declaring Himself the Messiah, the glad 
tidings of salvation were preached by Christ ; and if we 
possessed no other record of His teaching, we might 
say that, in the promulgation of this truth, He preached 
faithfully. But Christ preached the Gospel by direct 
inculcation ; for, to sinners He declared Himself to be 
their salvation. He permitted the vile— the refuse of 
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society — the very scum of the earth to approach and 
surround Him; He conversed with pubKcans and 
sinners ; and, in the face of a wondering world, affirmed 
that He came with power to pardon them, saying, 
" The Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins J* 
(Matt. ix. 6.) How often do we hear His blessed words 
— words of consolation, even now, to the sin oppressed 
man, " Thy sins are forgiven, — go in peace" (Luke 
vii. 48); "2%e Son of Man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost" (Luke xix. 10.), 

But to the penitent and broken hearted, Christ 
especially proclaimed glad tidings. He came not " to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might 
be saved. (John iii. 17.) He came not to wound but to 
heal — not with the thunders of the law, but with the 
blessed tidings of peace and joy ; and whensoever He 
saw one humbled under a sense of sin — bowed down 
to the dust in conscious unworthiness. He delighted to 
lift him up, and to diffuse through His soul that peace 
which passeth all understanding. To such. He rejoiced 
to say, " Com£ unto Me, — and I will give you rest, 
(Matt. xi. 28) ; and when any, so invited, ventured to 
lift up his eye to his Redeemer, and then approach 
Him, he met with no rebuff — ^no upbraiding — no 
reference to the dark past, but so loving a look, and 
so endearing a reception, as convinced his trembling 
soul of the truth of those gracious words, " him that 
Cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out. (John vi. 37.) 

To the afflicted and tried believer, Christ came 
preaching the Gospel. 
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TVom the beginning of His ministry, Christ was 
surrounded by the poor. Himself a poor carpenter's 
son, His first associates were of His own class — ^a poor and 
afficted people; and to these,andsuch as these, still, many 
of His most powerful discourses are addressed. These 
poor and despised ones were taught that they must not 
seek for happiness below, but in heaven. While they 
wandered about with Him, destitute of the comforts of 
a home on earth, they were comforted with the thought 
of a better home — a more enduring habitation above, 
and were exhorted to seek, first, the kingdom of God, 
and His righteousness — not to be careful about the 
things of this world, but to desire that treasure which 
was laid up for them in heaven. They were taught 
to look unto God for everything— food, raiment, and 
home, and to be careful about nothing but the eternal 
well-being of their souls ; and, to encourage them so to 
live, they were expressly told of the many mansions in 
glory; and that their Redeemer would go a little 
while before them, in order to prepare a place for 
them, that where He dwelt they might dwell also. 
(John xiv. 2, 3.) 

Lastly, to the dying believer, the Lord of life and 
glory came preaching the good news of eternal life, and 
a glorious resurrection. 

Very little was known, until the Gospel was preached, 
of the secrets of eternity; for it was Christ who 
*' brought life andimmortality to light through the GospeV* 
(2 TiuL i. 10.) He not only directed the eyes of the 
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dying man to the bright shores beyond that valley, 
down which he must pass, but assured him likewise 
that through His power, his body should rise again. 
" / amy' says He, " the resurrection and the life : he 
that believeth in Me^ though he were dead, yet shall he 
live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall 
never die, ^Johnxi.25,26.) Could words be found more 
comforting and assuring than these, to a believing soul 
in the moment of its separation from that body with 
which, for so long a time it had been associated P Surely 
not ; for they not only reveal to him another life for 
his soul, but for his body also : they tell him of a per- 
petual life, and they point out the source of that life, 
the Lord of life Himself; so that, grasping firmly this 
truth, the dying man is enabled to go down the gloomy 
valley of the shadow of death, confidently trusting in 
Him who has promised to be with him there for the 
support and comfort of his sinking spirit. 

In the preaching of Christ we must not, however, look 
for any systematic body of divinity, for He taught the 
people as he found opportunities of communicating His 
doctrines and precepts ; many of which were elicited by 
the cavils and opposition of the Jewish doctors. Much 
of His instruction was, also, given in the private 
interviews he had with individual inquirers, and a 
large amount of valuable truth was conveyed to the 
minds of the people, in short detached aphorisms, in 
parables and allegories. 

The longest and most consecutive discourse Christ 
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delivered, was at the cominenceinent of His ministry, 
when He preached His celebrated sermon on the 
mount ; which, for comprehensiveness and simplicity, 
together with grandeur of diction, has never been 
surpassed by human teacher. 

In this famous discourse, Christ confined Himself 
to the enunciation of moral precepts, as the time had 
not come for the full developement of His doctrines; 
but, when it arrived. He failed not to teach those 
grand truths which constitute the basis of the Gospel 
system, and are alone calculated to make men wise 
unto salvation. He called upon sinners to repent. 
He taught the absolute necessity of regeneration, 
(John iii. 3) ; and of salvation and eternal life through 
himself. (John iv. 14.) Oft did He insist upon the 
necessity of faith in His work ; and, plainly to the 
Jews, and privately to His disciples. He unfolded that 
most important of all truths — ^the doctrine of a sinner's 
justification by the sole efficacy of His atoning blood. 
(John iii. 14—19 ; Luke v. 24 ; Matt. xxvi. 28; John 
vi. 51 ; ibid x. 15.). 

Such was the nature of Christ's teaching. Both in 
His public and private instructions. He faithfully pro- 
claimed the Gospel ; though much of the truth He 
taught, has not been recorded in His life, and must be 
cuUed from the lessons afterwards communicated by 
those whom He educated for the ministerial work. 
Doubtless, He well instructed His disciples in the 
doctrines of His kingdom. He was always with them, 
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and as His active mind could not permit Him to spend 
His social hours in indolence or trifling conversation, 
He proclaimed the Gospel to His chosen Mends, as 
they walked through the fields, or as they sat together 
on the mountain side. 

To these, His instructions were more full and par- 
ticular than were those which He gave to the multitude ; 
because, as He said, it was given unto them alone to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. (Markiv. 
11). The doctrines of th« Unity of the Godhead — of the 
Trinity — of His Divinity — of the Holy Ghost — of His 
sufferings, death, and resurrection, were communicated to 
them, that they might teach them to others in due time. 
There was no doctrine to be kept secret. There were 
not two kinds of truths— one for the priest, and another 
for the people, but one system of Gospel instruction 
for all, when the time should come for all to be taught. 

But, whatsoever Christ taught, either publicly or 
privately, to the people or His disciples, was all truth. 
In no instance can there be detected any erroneous 
statements or falsified facts in the teaching of Jesus- 
no base mixture of truth and falsehood — no fictitious 
colouring given to unpleasant truths to make them 
more agreeable to the prevailing prejudices of His 
hearers ; and though He did not press His doctrines 
upon unwilling ears, or seek unnecessarily to dash 
with the old and bigoted opinions of the Jews, He 
never yielded up the truth; He never winked at 
the errors of the people ; but when it was necessary, 
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He boldly and manfully unmasked the hypocricies and 
corrupt dogmas of their teachers. To those who were 
willing to hear His instructions, gently and kindly did 
He communicate them ; but to the Pharisees, who 
opposed the truth and rejected His words, stem and 
awful were his reproofs and denunciations. The same 
gracious Teacher, who said to the woman of Samaria, 
^^ If thou knewest the gift of Oody and who it is that 
mith unto thee, give me to drinks thou wouldest have asked 
of Himy and He tcould have given thee living water,^ 
(John iv. 10), could, when the occasion called for re- 
proof, utter words like these, " Ye are of your father^ 
the devily^ — " Ye are from heneathy^ — "PI? are of this 
worldy^ — " Ye shall die in your sins.'* ( John viii. 21-24.) 
Thus did Jesus "^o about all the cities and villages, 
teaching and preaching the Gospel of the kingdom," 
(Matt. ix. 35 ; Luke xiii. 22.) During the time 
allotted for His labours of love — the three years of His 
ministry — how diUgently did He exercise His office. 
In public and in private ; in the temple, the synagogue, 
and the fields ; everywhere, and in every place where 
men consorted, and He had but the opportunity to 
speak, He failed not to avail Himself thereof, that all 
might hear and believe those glad tidings of salvation, 
which He came into our world to proclaim. Thousands 
heard, believed, and rejoiced in the gracious words 
which proceeded out of His mouth. Multitudes 
followed His steps, to learn of Him the lessons of 
wisdom and salvation which He taught ; and the wise 
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and the foolish, the learned and the ignorant, the rich 
and the poor, the noble and the peasant, together 
sat at His feet, listened to His words, received His 
instructions, and are now rejoicing in glory ; because 
they believed Him to be a Teacher come from God, 
who spake the words of God, which to their ears were 
as the balm which could alone heal their sin-sick souls, 
and the directory upon which they could depend to 
point them, with unerring truth, to the land of life. 

Eeader, do thou likewise hear the gracious words of 
the Divine teacher. He speaks imto thee still. He 
yet invites, exhorts, and encourages thee to follow 
Him. Then do so, and thou shalt have reason, with the 
multitudes who have gone before thee in the narrow way, 
to glorify His name for ever, because of His faithful 
fulfilment of the mission He imdertook, when He came 
to reclaim from error the ignorant, and bring man's 
wandering feet unto the way of peace. Thou hast 
heard Christ's gracious words, God grant that thou, 
and all who hear them, may be able to say with the 
men of Samaria, "iVW we believe, not because of thy 
saying ; for tee have heard Him ourselves, and know that 
this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world." 
(John iv. 42.) 
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CHAPTEE XVI. 

OUR COVENANT REDEEMER'S DIVINE AUTHORITY 
CONFIRMED BY HIS MIRACLES. 



'* 0, all ye works of the Lord, bless je the Lord, praise Him, and 
magnify Him for ever.** 

Benedicite opera omnia. 

As the purpose of this history of Christ our Lord, is to 
show how fully He perfonaed the will of God, and how 
faithfully He fulfilled the terms of the everlasting 
covenant, we must regard His earthly sojourn from 
every point of view ; and study, not only His moral 
character and sentiments, but, also the evidence which 
He offers to prove His Divine authority. 

We have had before us a Person on whose character 
could be found no blot, declaring Himself to be the 
Son of God ; whose object in coming to the world, was 
to rescue man from eternal destruction. But, how are 
we to satisfy ourselves that this is true — what evidence 
have we, that Christ was furnished with Divine autho- 
rity thus to act P Let Nicodemus answer, " Babbi, we 
know that Thou art a teacher come from God; for no 
man can do these miracles that Thou doest, except God 
be with himJ* (John iii. 2.) 
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Never was there a more correct deduction, than that 
which the ruler of the Jews had drawn. He had 
heard of Christ, that He went about all the cities and 
villages, preaching the Gospel, healing diseases, and 
performing such mighty works, as man, unaided, could 
not pretend to effect ; and, therefore, most justly, he 
concluded that He was a teacher sent by God to instruct 
men in the truths of salvation'; and a most wonderful 
thing it is, that the same evidence does not impress all 
with the same conviction. The Pharisees and other 
rejectors of Christ, however, resisted the force of that 
proof, which was given of His Divine character and 
mission. They confessed one to another in their 
council, that He did " many miraclesy' (John xi. 47), 
and yet they conspired to put Him to death. The 
inhabitants of Gadara, though they beheld the restored 
demoniac sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in 
his right mind, besought Him " to depart out of their 
coasts^ (Mark v. 17.) Wonderful was this — so 
wonderful, that had we not similar evidence before us 
of the hardening, and blinding tendency of worldh- 
ness, we could scarcely credit it ; yet are we compelled 
to witness it, and are convinced thereby, that the 
clearest evidence of truth, addressed to the spiritually 
unenlightened mind, is useless ; that mere reason, 
unaided by the Spirit, is incapable of comprehending 
things spiritual ; and that it is but lost labour, to 
address the imderstanding, while the heart remains 
untouched by grace Divine. 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



OUR COVENANT GOD. 239 

Thougli the great purpose of Christ, when He per- 
formed a miracle, was to enKghten the spiritually blind, 
by confirming His authority as a Divine teacher : yet, in 
the selection of the miracle, and the subject on whom 
it was performed, He was guided by benevolence : and 
the unbelieving, as well as the believing, the unthank- 
fdl, as well as the thankful, were recipients of His 
compassion. In the history of Jesus, we have abundant 
evidence of this. We see how constantly His loving 
heart swelled with compassion for man in his trials 
and sorrows. We witness His unceasing efforts to 
remove the heavy burden, which sin had placed upon 
the shoulders of Adam's erring posterity. We see Him 
everywhere surrounded by the poor and maimed, the 
halt and.the blind, and putting forth Divine power for 
their relief. If we track His steps through the cities 
and villages, the high- ways, and the lanes of Judaea, 
we ever find Him engaged in works of love — healing 
the sick, casting out devils, or raising the dead. We 
see that He bestowed upon every supplicant the boon 
he asked, and even travelled far to give to those who 
asked not, what He saw would rejoice their hearts, or 
relieve their pains. Who can read the accounts which 
are given of the gracious manner with which His 
favours were bestowed, and not be convinced of the 
compassion of Christ ? See Him going at the request 
of a ruler of the Synagogue, to heal his little child. 
Behold Him watching the funeral procession of an only 
son, followed by a widowed mother, and see Him 
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advancing unsolicited, except by His own merciful 
heart, to raise the dead. Contemplate His mercy to 
the ten lepers, though one only proved worthy of His 
love. Look at Him as He stands by the pool of 
Bethesda, and see Him dispensing, fireely and unasked 
for, His healing power to a poor and friendless man. 
He sees him deserted and helpless; and moved by love 
He exclaims, " take up thy bed and walk.'* (John v. 2) 
Here was compassion, such as God bestows upon us. 
It was because He saw our need of a Saviour, that, 
unsolicited. He sent His Son to redeem us ! and now, 
when He beholds us wandering away, exposing our- 
selves to danger, or sees us afficted, or tired, or assailed, 
though we may not ask for help. His merciful heart 
yearns to deliver, and His hand is stretched out to save. 

But, though the miracles of Christ beautifully and 
satisfactorily prove that He fulfilled the royal law of 
love, it was not for this purpose solely, that they were 
performed. Christ claimed the authority of a Divine 
teacher, and it was necessary that He should make this 
evident to those before whom He appeared. He said 
that God had sent Him ; therefore, was it incumbent 
on Him to show His credentials, that aU might be 
perfectly satisfied that He was the promised Messiah. 

Now, by two methods, Jesus has clearly proved His 
Divine character and mission. To those who were 
with Him, and saw Him, and heard His words. He 
could only offer as the evidence of His authority, 
miraculous power ; but to all who were to follow Him, 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



OUR COVENANT GOD. 241 

He has given other, as convincing proof of His Divinity, 
in prophecy : and to these two witnesses I solicit atten- 
tion, in order to show how folly they prove, that Jesus 
Christ was indeed God with us — Divine in love. Divine 
in power, and Divine in authority. 

What is a miracle? It has been said, that a 
miracle is an effect produced in opposition to the laws 
of nature ; but, this is a loose definition ; for the laws 
of nature are the laws of God ; and though He may 
reverse the action of those laws, and produce effects 
contrary to their ordinary operation, still those changes 
take place in obedience to His will, and are, therefore, 
in accordance with His laws. A miracle is, therefore, 
not an event which takes place in opposition to the laws 
of nature, but, something which is contrary to the 
ordinary and regular course of those laws. It is, for 
instance, according to the regular course of nature, and 
in obedience to fixed laws, that the earth revolves 
around its axis with a regular and constant motion, 
and within a certain and undeviating period ; but, if 
it should at the command of God stand still, so that 
the day is prolonged beyond its natural length, that 
would be a miracle ; not because it is an effect opposed 
to the laws by which the earth's motion is regulated, 
but a result of the suspension of the ordinary and 
regular operation of those laws, by Him whose will is 
the source of all law. 

A miracle is, then, some irregular event which is 
contrary to the universal experience of mankind, and 

R 
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to the ordinary operations of tlie laws of nature, 
affected mediately or immediately by the power of God ; 
as the cure of disease by a word — ^the blasting of a tree 
by an uttered curse — ^the restoration of a dead man to 
life by a command. 

We must, however, be careful to distinguish between 
ndracles which can be wrought only by the power of 
God, and natural phenomena which are wonderful to 
us because they are uncommon. The chei^ist can pro- 
duce instantaneous changes in the appearance of bodies, 
or he may convert one substance into another, opposite 
both in its properties and form, but these changes are not 
miraculous. They strike the ignorant with wonder and 
admiration, but to those who are acquainted with the 
science of chemistry, they are seen to be accomplished in 
accordance with thesettled anduniformlaws of chemical 
action. The same may be said of all the wonderM 
phenomena of nature ; as the appearance of comets, 
eclipses, meteors, and tornados, as also of those singular 
effects produced by pretended magic or legerdemain ; all 
of which are the results of fixed laws, which, though they 
are not always operating, when they do operate, are in- 
variablj^ollowed by the same effects ; but, the miracles re- 
lated to have been performed by God, directly or indi- 
rectly, were wonderful events, effected in opposition to 
the ordinary and regular course of His own settled laws, 
and could, therefore, only have been accomplished by 
Divine power. The miracles which Moses performed 
in Egypt were not effected by the power of Moses, 
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but, by his instrumentality ; for God's power alone 
accomplished them. The same may be said of the 
miracles done by the apostles, who, themselves, declared 
that it was not by their might and power that they 
were affected, but, only through the name, and by the 
power of Christ. 

The miracles of the Lord Jesus Christ stand upon 
different ground, and were wrought by the power of 
God in Him ; He says that He cast out devils by the 
finger of God and by the Spirit, which is the arm of 
the Lord. They were performed, not to astonish the 
spectators, or to alarm the minds of the fearM, but, 
always for the purpose of establishing and confirming 
His truth ; and, they were also so openly performed, 
as to leave no doubt upon the minds of observers, of 
their being true miracles ; as was confessed by His 
enemies, who would gladly have denounced them, had 
there been in the conduct of Christ, or in His per- 
formances, any grounds for cavil, or any suspicion of 
magical influence. 

As Christ's miracles were chiefly performed for the 
purpose of establishing His authority and the truth of 
His doctrine, we do not find that He exerted His 
Divine power before He went forth to preach. During 
thirty years He lived among the sick and needy, and 
yet nothing is recorded of His miraculous power 
exerted to relieve their necessities ; but, no sooner did 
He commence His ministry after His baptism, than He 
exhibited His credentials. His message was one of 

r2 
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the Iiigliest importance to man, and it was essential that 
it should be received. It aimed a deadly blow at the 
national faith, and clashed with the strong prejudices 
and deep-seated bigotry of the Jews ; therefore, it was 
necessary that it should proceed from One having 
authority ; and nothing could so convince the people 
o( Christ's Divine commission, than the miraculous 
power with which He was endowed. 

As in Christ's first miracle at Cana of G-alilee His 
design was to manifest His glory, and establish His 
disciples in the belief of His mission and doctrine, so 
it was in all His subsequent miracles. Hence, says He 
to the Jews, " the works which the Father hath given 
Me to finish, the same works that I do, bear wit- 
ness of Me that the Father haih sent Me" (John 
V. 36), and, therefore, do we find that this testi- 
mony is believed by many. Nicodemus, who was 
a ruler of the Jews, and a master in Israel, was 
fully convinced of the reality of His miracles, and, 
thereby, of the Divinity of His mission ; and the men 
who saw Him open the deaf ears, and enable the dumb 
to speak, were by this miracle convinced of His 
power, when they exclaimed — He hath done all things 
well. These men had arrived at a conclusion, to which 
the miracles of Christ were calculated to bring the 
minds of all who were open to conviction. They were 
not done in secret, but publicly performed in the face 
of multitudes. In their performauce no preparation 
was required ; and no mysterious incantations, and no 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



OUR COVENAin? GOD. 245 

arts to heighten the wonder, were resorted to ; but, with 
a word He commanded, and in an instant was obeyed 
by diseases, by the storm-tossed waters, by devils, and 
even by death. About the mirades which Christ 
wrought, there could be no mistake in the minds of 
those who witnessed them. It is impossible that they 
could have supposed them to be anything but miracles, 
for they saw a man, blind from his birth, restored to 
sight by a word. They heard Him say to the hurri- 
cane, be still, and saw that the command was instantly 
obeyed. They saw that devils obeyed Him, and came 
out of those who were possessed; and they witnessed His 
power over death at the grave of Lazarus, at the couch 
of the ruler's child, and at the bier of the widow's 
son. These miracles were of a nature to be easily 
observed by those who were about Him. They were 
all brought within the range of men's senses, so that 
it is impossible that deception could have been practised. 
In every city and hamlet, wherever Christ journeyed, 
He was ready to exercise His power, without prepara- 
tion or machinery. Multitudes witnessed the results, 
and many believed His Word, when they saw the 
wonderful works which He performed. 

Now, let us inquire, how men's minds should have 
been affected by observing the miracles of Christ. As 
was said, the object of these wonderful works, was to 
confirm the word and authority of Christ ; and yet, many 
witnessed them, without being convinced of the truth 
of His doctrine or mission. Hardened by sin and 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



246 OUR CO-VBNANT GOD. 

unbeKef, they could stand by and see tbe dead obey 
His voice, and hear devils confess Him to be the Holy 
One of God, without any change of feeling, but one of 
deeper hatred of the truth, and a more malignant spirit 
of animosity to Him who performed these mighty works. 
But, this, thanks be unto GFod, was not the effect 
upon all who witnessed the miracles of Christ ; for, 
with those who saw the multitude fed with five loaves 
and a few fishes, thousands could say, this is of a truth 
that Prophet that should come into the world. Many 
believed on Him and said, " when Christ cameth, will 
He do more miracles than these which this man hath 
done ?" (John vii. 31.) ; and when the Pharisees 
exclaimed, this Man is not of Gtoi, because He keepetii 
not the Sabbath day, others said in reply, " how can a 
man that is a sinner do such miracles T^ (John ix, 16.) 
That, confidence in Christ would be induced by BKs 
miracles, even His enemies acknowledged ; for, on a 
certain occasion, when the rulers were gathered together 
against Him, they said, " What do we, for this man 
doeth many miracles : if we let Him thm aloncy all 
men mil believe on Him^^ (John xi. 47.) ; and was 
there anything marvellous in this ? Can we be sur- 
prized that those who saw His mighty works should 
believe, at once, that He had the power of God ; and 
receive His words, as coming from one who possessed 
the authority of God P No ! for what greater evidence 
could have been given of the truth of His declarations P 
When He said He was the Son of God, and then, in 
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attestation of this declaration^ raised the dead, opened 
the eyes of the blind, and made the lame to walk, surely 
He afforded the most convincing proof of the fact which 
He stated ; for, who but God could have done such 
mighty works ? 

Such should have been the effect upon the minds of 
those who witnessed the miracles of Christ ; but how 
ought we to be affected by these wonderful statements P 
Surely, there is nothing better adapted to strengthen 
the faith, and confirm the hope of the believer, than a 
review of His miraculous power. Do we ever doubt 
Christ's authority P or do we desire to be more fiilly 
convinced of the truth of His doctrines P then let us 
look at Him as He went about all Galilee, healing all 
manner of sickness, and all manner of diseases among 
the people. Had He been a wicked man, would He 
have been found engaged in works of mercy, such 
as these P And had He presumed to say that He was 
sent from God, while acting as a messenger and €igent 
of the devil, would God have given Him such power 
as thisP No man could do those miracles, except 
God were with him. " If this man were not of Ood, 
Se could do nothing,'' (John ix. 33.) ; and if He 
came from God, and God everywhere acknowledged 
Him as His Great Ambassador to men, by the mighty 
works which He enabled Him to do, then should His 
words be received as a message from heaven, and the 
precepts of His Gospel be rc^garded as the commands 
of God. 
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Do we want evidence of Christ's Divine power ? In 
His Gospel He has promised great things to Hi& people 
— ^peaoe on earth — the resurrection of the body^ and 
the eternal life of the soul. He has promised to give 
these blessings to His people with His own hand. 
Can He do so ? Is Christ able to perform His pro- 
mises? Look at His power as exhibited in His 
miracles for an answer, and be not faithless, but 
believing. He who could feed the hungry multitude 
with five loaves and two fishes, can feed the hungry 
soul with the bread of life, and bestow upon the man 
thirsting for salvation, that water, which shcdl be within 
him an ever-flowing fountain, springing up unto 
eternal life. Do we see Christ at the grave of Lazarus, 
and listen to His words " come forth," addressed to a 
C3rpse, which had been four days entombed but which, 
at His command, arose from its death-sleep a living 
man ; and doubt His ability to raise our bodies from 
their graves, on that great and glorious day, when He 
shall come, surrounded by the hosts of heaven, to 
receive His ransomed Church? No! for the same 
power which was put forth to re-animate the body of 
Lazarus, and that of the child of Jairus, or the widow's 
son, — yea, the same power which was effectual in His 
own more wonderful resurrection, will be found suffi- 
cient to raise us all, and the millions and millions of 
His people now slumbering in the dust. 

Believing this, yet are we doubtful of His ability to 
save such sinners as we are ? We feel, perhaps^ the 
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motions of sin within ns too strong for our own unas- 
sisted spirits to cope with. Our hearts, we think, are 
the most deceitful,, and our flesh the most corrupt of 
all the sinners who have ever sinned against God. 
Sinners, we acknowledge, will be pardoned, but our 
case must be the exception. We have sinned so often, 
so grievously, so presumptuously, that we fear we shall 
be found too bad even for Christ to save, or too cor- 
rupt for His blood to cleanse. But, if thus tempted to 
think of Christ, let us again regard His miracles. See 
Him healing the sick, cleansing the lepers, casting out 
devils, and raising the dead, and then ask ourselves, if 
He has not the power to heal our spiritual diseases, and 
to cleanse the soul from its deep pollution ; to cast out 
Satan from our hearts, and to raise us from the death 
of sin, into the life of righteousness P and we must 
reply, Yes, He is as able to do the one, as He did the 
other. The diseases which He cured with a word, 
were but the type of our spiritual maladies ; and one 
object which He had in view, in the exhibition of His 
Divine power over the effects of sin, was to show us 
that He possessed equal power over its cause ; and, 
could as easily heal the leprous soul, as He could say 
to the leprous body, be thou clean. 

Do we believe in Christ's power, yet doubt His 
compassion ? O why should we do so, when we have 
so much evidence of His kindness, mercy, and love, 
exhibited in the miracles He performed P Let us turn 
and look once more at that ever compassionate Jesus^ 
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who went about every where doing good to the poor, 
and conrforting the distressed. We see Him feeding 
a famished multitude by a mirade, because BSs com- 
passionate heart would not permit Him to send them 
away festing, lest they should faint. We behold how 
His tender and feeling bosom was moved by the tears 
of those who surrounded the grave of Lazarus ; and we 
see Him at the bier of the widow's son, led there by a 
heart that was melted with compassion for the sorrows 
He witnessed ; then, no longer let us think, that so 
loving and merciful a Saviour, will hide His compassion 
from any man who, feeling his need of consolation, has 
gone to Him for blessing. 

Then, reader, if still thou dost reject Christ andHis sal- 
vation, I beseech thee to look, once more, at the evidence 
which is given by His miracles, of His authority and 
power, and be no longer rebellious, but believing. Dost 
thou not see in these mighty works the proof of His 
Divinity, and the strength of His arm P Who could have 
accomplished such deeds, unless he possessed Divine 
power ? and, if Christ possessed Divine power, shouldst 
thou not submit to His commands P Yes, surely this 
is thy best and wisest course. Doing so, that power 
which could so easily accomplish the works which 
Christ performed on earth, will be put forth to rescue 
thee from hell, and snatch thy trembling soul from the 
iron grasp of Satan ; but, refusing so to do — ^if thou 
dost reject that power for thy salvation, thou must ex- 
pect to feel it in thy eternal destruction. He who could 
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say to the barren fig tree, " kt no fruit grow on thee 
henceforth for ever" can say to rebellious men, " depart 
ye cursed into everlasting fire; " and, as that tree, under 
His curse, withered and died, so shall their hope wither 
within them, and their souls perish in eternal death. 
But, now, this kind yet powerful Saviour, is waiting 
to be gracious, and is as ready to heal our spiritual 
diseases, as He was to restore by His miraculous power, 
the bodily diseases of men. All that He looks for, is 
confidence in His word, and faith in His power to save ; 
and when He beholds the sinner thus trusting, He^can 
say to Him, as He exclaimed to many, " tht/ sins be 
forgiven thee,*' (Matt. ix. 2.), " tht/ faith hath saved 
thee, go in peace," (Luke vii. 50.), " thy faith haih 
made thee tchok." (Matt. ix. 22.) 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

OUB COVENANT BEDEEMER*S DIVINE AUTHORITY 
CONFIBMED BY HIS PBOPHETIC POWEB. 



" God, we have heard with our ears, and our fathers have declared 
unto lis the noble works Thou didst in their days, and in the old 
'time before them.** Litany. 

In the preceding chapter, it was attempted to show, 
that the purpose of Christ's miracles, was chiefly to 
prove the Divinity of His mission, and the authority 
of His word — ^that they were thecredentials of His office, 
and a portion of the work which His Father sent Him 
to accomplish. 

To those who witnessed the miracles of Christ, they 
would be the most convincing proof that He could pre- 
sent, of the truth of His word, and of His authority as 
a Divine teacher ; but, as the world, throughout all 
ages, must likewise be convinced, it was necessary that 
He should present other evidence ; and, therefore, to 
those who could not behold His miracles. He has given 
the testimony of prophecy. 

Fulfilled prophecy is as wonderful a manifestation of 
Divine power, as any miracle. Prophecy is the pre- 
diction of an event which is to take place at a period 
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of time, remote from that at which it is delivered ; and 
it is quite dear, from our knowledge of mankind and 
experience of ourselves, that no human creature has in 
himself such power — ^no man, unaided by God, could 
foretell what even a day or an hour shall bring forth. 
Any one may say at night, that on the morrow the sun 
shall rise, and again difiuse his light over the earth, 
but this is not a prophecy ; it is only a plausible con- 
jecture grounded on experience. We know, that for a 
long period, the motion of the earth around her axis has 
been uniform, and that the succession of day and night 
has never ceased ; therefore, we presume that this ro- 
tation will continue as it has hitherto gone on ; and 
may safely predict, that, if the globe is not destroyed 
in the meanwhile, the sun will, as usual, arise on the 
morrow. 

The same may be said of the predictions made by 
astronomers. These learned men, by carefully observing 
the motions of the heavenly bodies, and knowing that 
their revolutions are all performed with the nicest 
regularity, are able to tell us, when they will be 
in such positions relative to each other, as to produce 
those phenomena, called eclipses ; but, these predictions 
are not prophetic, because, the event predicted, is not 
separated from present or past circimistances, and 
depends upon the observation and experience of 
those circumstances. It is not on any foreknowledge of 
future events, that these predictions depend ; but, on a 
knowledge of past events, which we know will, in the 
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cycle of ages, occur again, just as they occurred before. 
A prophecy, on the contrary, is a prediction which has 
no connexion with any thing past or present; but, 
depends upon a power which no man ever possessed, 
or can possess, of raising up the veil which hides the 
future from our view, and showing unto us the designs 
of God's providence, in the control and direction of 
events that are to happen at some ulterior period. 
Such were the prophecies of the Old Testament seers, 
who, being directly inspired, were, by God, enabled to 
foretell changes amoDg the nations, which no human 
foresight or sagacity could have anticipated. 

These prophets were, however, only instruments in 
the hands of God. They never spake, but in the name 
and by the authority of the Lord. The commimications 
made to them were directly from the mouth of God; 
and they were sent forth as His messengers, to make 
known His purposes to others. 

The prophecies of the Apostles were similarly 
dependant upon direct inspiration. They spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost, and beyond the 
permission and direction of God they could not proceed 
one step. 

But this was not the case with Christ. He was, 
indeed, as a man under the influence of the Holy 
Ghost, and required for his human nature those help^ 
from on high, which we need ourselves. As a man, 
He had no more power than we have to perform 
miracles, or to prophecy. He voluntarily took our 
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very nature, in soul and body, which, with the one 
exception of its sinless purity, was in all points as weak 
and dependant as that of any other man. Hence, He 
says, " 17^ San can do nothing of Himself,*' (John v. 
19) ; "lean of Myself do nothing,'' (ibid. 30) ; " The 
Father thai dweUeth in Me, He doeth the works," (John 
xiv. 10.) He speaks of Himself as casting out devils 
by the Holy Ghost, (Matt. xii. 28) ; and says of some 
future point of time, on which He was questioned by 
His disciples, ** Of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, 
but the Father only.'' (Mark xiii. 32.) 

The knowledge of the man Ghrist Jesus, was 
limited. This is obvious from the faict recorded of 
Him, that He advanced in wisdom as He grew in 
stature. To attain knowledge. He used the ordinary 
mecms, and progressed from one degree of wisdom to 
another, as in every other instance of human mental 
culture. But this limit to His understanding is only 
to be referred to His humanity. He took, by His own 
voluntary act, upon Him the form of a servant, and 
came in the fashion of a man ; and therefore it was 
necessary that He should be in all points like unto us ; 
otherwise we should not have the consolation of 
regarding Him as our brother. As man, then, His 
knowledge was bounded ; but, as God, it was infinite. 
He chose, indeed, to veil His Divinity for a season ; 
and the Divinity within Him had the power to with- 
hold from, or to communicate knowledge to his human 
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soul as it pleased Him to do : therefore, we see Him 
now as a man, then as a God ; at one time confessing 
dependanee, and at another speaking and acting with 
Divine authority. 

This dual condition — this union of two natures, 
must never be forgotten in our estimate of Christ's 
character and actions. No one, as before said, can 
comprehend Him, who does not keep distinctly in view 
the perfectly Divine and the perfectly human natures 
of Christ. Confusion of thought or statement here 
must involve us in inextricable dificulty while 
attempting to comprehend Christ; but if the Godhead 
and the manhood of His nature are both recognised 
and remembered, the beauty of His character and the 
consistency of His actions are clearly demonstrated. 

Though it was from the Divinity within Him, that 
the man Christ Jesus received His power, His human 
nature was largely anointed by the Holy Ghost, for 
the Spirit was not given by measure unto Him. (John 
iii. 34.) When, therefore, Christ foretells events. He 
speaks a language somewhat more dignified and 
authorijtative than that used by other prophets. They 
spake as the mouth of Jehovah, saying " Tkiis saith 
the Lord^^ ; but the language of Christ was, " Verily y 
verily f I say unto you,^^ 

But, even if it be contended that Christ spake like 
other prophets only by the Holy Ghost, this limitation 
of His power does not, in the least, invalidate His 
testimony. If God was with Him in any degree to 
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enable Him to perform miracles and to foresee the 
future, we may be assured that He was sent from 
God, and had Divine authority to teach men the 
Gospel which He proclaimed. God would not have 
bestowed such power upon an impostor, whose purpose 
was to deceive. " If this man were not of God, He 
could do nothing." (John ix. 33.) 

This observation which applies to miracles as such, 
equally applies to prophecy, for the one is as much 
the power of God as the other. Indeed, prophecy is 
a miracle ever before our eyes. If any man should 
say, " I would believe if I saw a miracle performed," 
I would, at once, refer him to those prophecies of 
Christ, which have been so wonderfully ftdfilled, and 
say, " there is what you seek." Who can look upon 
the world at this moment, and not behold the miracles 
of Christ ? Let us cast our eyes upon Jerusalem — 
that, once, beautiful city, the joy of the whole earth, 
with its magnificent temple, the favoured dwelling of 
Jehovah, — Jerusalem, the city of the Great King — 
terrible in its might, and glorious in its greatness and 
wealth ; now the meanest, and lowest, and most degraded 
spot upon the face of the earth. But, who prophesied 
of this, many years before it occurred ? Who, standing 
near that temple, which, in its grandeur and strength, 
looked like an imperishable rock, said, " Verily I say 
unto you, there shall not be left here one stone upon 
another, that shall not be thrown doum'* ? (Matt. xxiv. 2.) 
Who, looking with moistened eye upon the great 
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city of Jerusalem, gorgeona in the splendour of its 
buildings, wealthy and at ease, exclaimed, " The daps 
shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall east a 
trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee 
in on every side, and shall lay thee even with the ground, 
and thy children within thee ; and they shall not leave 
in thee one stone upon another, because thou hnewest not 
the day offhy visitation " ? (Luke xix. 43, 44.) — the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He foresaw the siege and destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. He told His disciples of these 
events, long before His crucifixion at this very place. 
He detailed the circumstances with wonderful precision 
and exactness — the events which were to precede, as 
well as those which would follow. He warned His 
disciples of the bitter persecutions to which they would 
be exposed. He said that some of them would be put 
to death, that others would be imprisoned, and all 
would be hated for His sake ; and yet the Gospel, so 
despised, would, by this persecuted baud, be proclaimed 
throughout the world. He predicted that there would 
be wars, and commotions, and fearful sights, and 
famines, and pestilences, before the great and terrible 
day of the Lord. He prophesied that Jerusalem 
would fall, its inhabitants be slain, and made cap- 
tives, its temple destroyed, and the city trodden down 
of the Gentiles through many generations, even until 
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. Here was pre- 
cision in the narration of events which were to succeed 
each other, which none could have foreseen and foretold 
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btitGk)d. Asmgleeventmight have been presumedfirom 
some circumstance then existing, or a successful guess 
of one or other of these transactions might have been 
made ; but, who would have ventured to detail the 
circumstances in sudi numbers, and in the regular re- 
lative succession of their occurrence ? and who would 
have been so bold, as to determine the exact period when 
aU these events should transpire, bringing them even 
within the observation of that very generation, if not 
endowed with a Divine prescience of all that was to 
happen P Had Christ been an impostor, and desirous 
of establishing a spiritual dynasty as Mahomet did. He 
could not have adopted a plan better calculated to de- 
feat His designs, tiian the publication of a prophecy 
such as this, which, all who heard it, must soon have 
discovered, from its non-fiilfilment, to be false. Some of 
the events foretold by Christ were to occur immediately, 
as the persecution of the Christians, and the extension 
of His Goq)el ; and the whole series of transactions 
predicted were to be fulfilled within the existence of 
that very generation, so that it did not require a long 
time to prove that the deliverer of this prophecy was 
either a lying deceiver, or, what He professed to be — 
the Son of Gtod. 

But, does history show that these prophetic declara- 
tions of Christ were indeed fulfilled ? Yes, to the very 
letter all were accomplished. In that very generation, 
and within forty years after the prophecy was delivered, 
all the events here predicted, one after the other tran- 

s2 
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spired. The disciples were persecuted, and driven from 
place to place by their enemies, while many were slain. 
Christianity was everywhere treated as a dangerous 
innovation, yet, notwithstanding this and the powerful 
opposition it encountered, both from Jews and Gentiles, 
it spread with wonderful rapidity over the known 
world. To say nothing of the factious spirit of the 
Jews, and the rising rebellion throughout Judaea, there 
were, at this time, wars and rumours of wars all over the 
Roman empire, sufficient to cause the hearts of men to 
faint for apprehension of greater troubles which threat- 
ened them. There was that dreadful famine predicted by 
Agabus, in the reign of Claudius, which spread its horrors 
over the Roman empire. There were pestilences and 
earthquakes at that time throughout the world, as all the 
most eminent historians of the period affirm. Both 
Josephus and Tacitus tell ujs of fearful signs in the 
heavens, which astonished and alarmed the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem before its fall ; in short, the history of 
the time is but a detail of facts, every one of which 
adds its loud testimony to the declarations of Christ, 
that the period preceding the overthrow of Jerusalem 
would be well marked with the beginning of those 
sorrows which were to be a bitter cup prepared for the 
rebellious Jews. 

Jerusalem, which at the time of the prophecy was 
towering in beauty and strength, within forty years 
after its delivery — ^in the lifetime of many who heard 
the denunciations of Christ, was encompassed and 
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sacked by the Roman army, its temple was destroyed 
and its very foundations ploughed up ; while from that 
time to the present this favored city of God, and pride 
of Israel, has been in possession of the Gentiles. A 
presumptuous attempt was made by the emperor 
Julian to re-build the temple and bring back the Jews 
to the city, that he might throw discredit upon the 
prophecy of Christ ; but as Jerusalem was, according 
to that prediction, to be trodden down of the Gentiles 
until the times of the Gentiles are ftdfiUed, this 
diabolical attempt of the apostate, though aided by all 
the power and wealth of his empire, was jfrustrated ; 
and Jerusalem continues to this day the tributary 
possession of the Turk. 

Here, then, if we require a miracle, is one ever 
before us ; and, as long as we behold the prophetic 
words of Christ fulfilled in the destinies of this city, 
we see as wonderful and convincing a proof of His 
Divine mission and authority as any He offered. 

But if it be urged that the prediction of the promid- 
gation of His Gospel throughout the whole world, was 
not fulfilled then, and is not, even now, accomplished; 
I reply, that Christ spoke in accordance with the know- 
ledge which at that time prevailed, when the phrase world 
was used to designate the Eoman empire ; throughout 
which the Gospel was preached before the destruction 
of Jerusalem, as appears from the epistle of St. Paul 
to the Romans, in which he says, ^^ I thank my Ood — 
that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world,*^ 
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(Rom. i. 8) ; and again, " Their sound went into all the 
earthy and their words unto the ends of the worlds 
(Rom. X. 18.) 

This wonderful extension of Christianity was pre- 
dicted by Christ when He was surrounded by a few 
poor fishermen. He was, Himself, poor, despised, 
and rejected, and there was not the remotest probability 
of success to His expectations existing at the time He 
delivered the prophecy. How, then, could He have 
ventured to predict so wonderful a triumph to a cause 
so unpopular, had He not the power of foreseeing the 
events He predicted P Then, after His prophecy, we 
see how circumstances seemed to combine against its 
fulfilment. He was crucified. The very leader and 
founder of this sect was executed as a slave and male- 
factor. His disciples were terrified and disheartened. 
Bitter persecution followed. Every invention which 
the malice and hatred of Satan could suggest was 
used to crush this religion. The powerful emperors 
of Rome put forth aU their might in efforts to prevent 
its extension, and the bigotry and animosity of the 
Jews were exerted for the same diabolical purpose ; 
yet, as if nourished by blood, and strengthened by 
persecution, it flourished. Driven from place to place 
by their enemies, the exiled Christians carried with 
them, wherever they were scattered, the Gospel seed ; 
which being spread upon the wide field of the world, 
speedily sprung up, and yielded fiiiit. And now, if 
we look at the progress which Christianity has made 
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idnce Christ's prediction was deliyered, we shall see 
still greater wonders. Kingdoms have perished since 
that event. The mighty Roman empire, then the 
mistress of the world, has fallen. Thrones and djnaas- 
ties have passed away, and yet the religion of the 
despised Nazarene is flourishing, and going on from 
one conquest to another, towards the Mfilment, in its 
widest sense, of our Lord's prediction. Do we, then, 
seek a miracle in attestation of Christ's authority and 
word P Let us but gaze around, and we behold in the 
wide-spread Gospel one ever present — a miracle more 
astonishing even than the raising of Lazarus from his 
tomb. 

In the present condition of the Jews, we possess 
another proof of our Lord's prophetic power. 

Looking onward, down the vista of ages. He said, 
** they shall Jail by the edge of the sword, and shall be 
led away captive into all nations,'^ (Luke zxL 24,) 
and now, how fiilly have been these most improbable 
events, here predicted, accomplished ! Josephus the 
Jewish historian informs us, that there perished by the 
sword and famine, at the siege and capture of Jerusalem 
1,100,600 souls, and 97,000 who survived these 
calamities, were taken captive, and sold into bondage, 
or scattered through the provinces of the Eoman em- 
pire. And where are the Jews at this moment P If 
we go to JudsBa, we find but a remnant there : Jeru- 
salem is under the Turkish sway, and the few Jews 
residing there, and those who resort to the sacred site 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



264 OUR COVENANT GOD. 

of iheir temple to behold and weep over its stones, axe 
as much persecuted and reviled as they are in every 
other place where they are scattered. If we visit the 
different and far-ljdng nations of Europe, Asia, Afeica, 
and America, there we find this people residing among 
strangers, a marked and degraded race — ^persecuted 
ever, but never exterminated. They are, indeed, 
scattered among the nations, yet preserved by God as 
a distinct people ; and not until the times of the Gen- 
tiles are fulfilled, either in the accompHshment of some 
dire purpose respecting them, or by their conversion to 
Christianity, will the scattered tribes of Israel and 
Judah be restored to their land, and the now-humbled 
city, which is trodden under the foot of the infidel, be 
rebuilt. If we then require a miracle to convince us 
that Jesus was Divine, and spoke the words of truth, 
we have one in every Jew we meet; for in that 
wanderer we see the fiilfilment of a prophecy delivered 
by Christ Jesus eighteen centuries ago. 

In speaking of the prophecies of Christ, we have 
confined our attention to those of which we may, at 
this time, observe the fulfilment ; but there were others 
which He delivered to His disciples, foretelling His 
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension, and the gift of 
the Spirit, all as faithfully fulfilled; then how can we 
doubt P seeing that, in these wonderful predictions, we 
have the clearest testimony that could be given to the 
truth of Christ's declaration respecting His Divine autho- 
rity. He came from God to preach unto men the glad 
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tidings of salvation. He tells us that His Father sent 
Him into the world, that we should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. He assures us that He came to fulfil 
the law for man — to stand in his place — and make for 
sinners a fall and perfect atonement ; and then, to prove 
these words, and convince the trembling sinner of His 
authority to give all He has promised, that he may 
receive Him as God's messenger of mercy, and the 
Saviour of men. He produces His credentials : He 
works such miracles before the eyes of thousands as 
no man, unaided by God, could perform ; and that all, 
to the end of the world, may receive His testimony, 
He hands down the evidence of His Divine power and 
authority, in the prophetic declarations of His lips, 
faithfully fulfilled. Surely then, when we see with 
our eyes the miracle of fulfilled and fulfilling prophecy, 
we may exclaim with Nicodemus, " Babbi, we know 
that Thou art a teacher come from Crodyfor no man can 
do the miracles that Thou doest except God be mth 
him; " and if we believe that Christ is a teacher thus 
heavenly endowed, we may safely place all humble 
confidence in His word. No longer should we be 
nominal Christians, but the real, faithful disciples of 
the adorable Redeemer. His word should be our 
guide, His life our pattern, and His work the rock of 
our hope. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE FAITHFULNESS OF OUB COVENANT 
BEDEEMEB UNTO DEATH. 



** By Thine agony and bloody sweat, by Thy cross and passion, by Thy 
precious death and biuial, Good Lord deliver ns." Litany^ 

Having finished the first portion of His work, Christ 
entered upon the second. Faithfully had the blessed 
Eedeemer thus far fulfilled the high obligation which 
He assumed. He had kept the law and made it 
honourable. Every portion of the Divine statutes 
He had obeyed. In its spirit, as well as in its letter, 
He had yielded the obedience of a servant to the 
command, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with ail 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.^* 
(Luke X. 27.) 

To this strict obedience Christ, likewise, added the 
arduous and necessary labour of laying the foundation of 
His new dispensation. Without any violent collision 
with the old faith. He prepared the minds of men for the 
reception of the new. He went about as a preacher, to 
give men right views of God, to teach them that the past 
was but to prepare for the future, and to show that the 
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dimness of ceremonial law, was now fading before the 
rising sim of Christianity, which was to diffuse a more 
steady light, and greater warmth over the whole world. 

To prove that He was famished with Divine autho- 
rity to accomplish this mission, He produced before the 
worid the credentials of His office in the miracles He 
performed, and the prophecies He delivered; and, 
lastly, He left behind Him an example of the most 
perfect holiness, in proof of His Divine nature, and for 
a pattern to all who desire to walk in the path of 
righteousness. 

All this first portion of Christ's work being accom- 
plished to the full satisfaction of His Father, who said 
of Him, " This is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased" (Matt. iii. 17.) ; He declared Himself willing 
and ready to complete His great undertaking, in the 
covenant of redemption, by obeying even unto death. 

This being the grand consummation of His work, it 
is the most frequently spoken of by the writers of the 
New Testament, and we may be led thereby, to regard 
it as the sole cause of our redemption ; but, it was only 
a portion, though the grandest and most important 
portion of the labour of love, which the Eedeemer 
undertook for man ; for all that He accomplished before, 
was necessary to the completion of His mighty under- 
taking. We do not presume to say that the death of 
Christ would not have been sufficient ; for in it we 
recognize the most perfect love to God and man, and 
see, comprehended in it, every kind of obedience which 
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we are taught to beUeve was necessary, ere God could 
justify the sinner : but, as God had to deal with a 
poor, finite, and ignorant creature, who required every 
possible help to comprehend the truth, it was essential 
that there should be given unto him, the most clear 
and manifest evidence of the law's fiilfilment in the life 
of Christ, and proof which could never be gainsayed of 
his Divine character, mission, and authority. 

The death of Christ, must, however, be regarded as 
the ground of our hope, for without it there could have 
been no salvation. It was the great purpose of God, 
from eternity, to save us by this sacrifice, for Christ 
was " The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" 
(Rev. xiii. 8.) ; and, therefore, from the very beginning 
of our race, by sacrifices and by prophecies, this great 
atonement was kept before the eyes of men, that they 
might have a solid foundation, on which to build their 
expectation of God's forgiving love. 

Let us then proceed to examine this great fact — 
Christ crucified, with a prayer that the Holy Spirit 
will enable us to receive and rely upon it for our sal- 
vation, and that in us the words of our Lord may be 
fulfilled, " J, if I be lifted upy will draw all men unto 
MeJ' (John xii. 32.) 

That the Redeemer knew, through the whole course 
of His pilgrimage, that by dying for man He was to 
accomplish His redemption, is obvious from many of 
His words and acts. Immediately before His glorious 
transfiguration on the mount. He began '* To show unto 
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His discipks how that He must go unto Jermalem, and 
mffer many things of the elders^ and chief priests, and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day." 
(Matt. xvi. 21.) Again, while the disciples abode with 
their Master in Galilee, " Jesm said unto them, the 
Son of Man shall be betrayed into the hands of men; 
and they shall kill Him, and the third day lie shall be 
raised again." (Matt. xvii. 22, 23.) And, finally, 
when His hour approached, and He had assembled 
His disciples together for the last time, " He took bread 
and gave thanks and brake it, and gave unto them, say- 
ing, this is My body which is given for you," — and then 
He took the cup, saying, " This cup is the New Testa- 
ment in my blood, which is shed for you," (Lukexxii. 19.) 
or as St. Matthew says, "/(?r m^nyforthe remission of 
sins." (Matt. xxvi. 28.) 

Knowing well that for this purpose He came into 
the world, and having told His followers what they 
should behold, Christ prepared Himself willingly for 
His baptism of blood. Though He had, from the 
first, before His eyes the scene of His bitter sufferings. 
He shrunk not from the completion of the work which 
He had undertaken to accomplish. ^^ Behold," said 
He to His disciples immediately before His betrayal, 
'^ we go up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man shall be 
betrayed unto the chief priests, and unto t/ie scribes, and 
they shall condemn Him to death, and they shall deliver 
Him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to 
crucify, and the third day He shall rise again." (Matt. 
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xviii. 20.) With these heavy trials in prospect, 
onward He went, drawn by love to suflfer and to die. 
There was no compulsion used to force Him thus to 
act, but all was voluntarily undertaken. He was not 
passive in this work, but did it in obedience to His 
own wiU. He had the power, if He had chosen, to 
decline it. He could, even at the last moment, have 
receded from the engagement into which He had 
entered, and returned to glory without submitting to 
death ; but this His loving heart forbade. Not Himself 
to die, was to leave a world to die! therefore, said He 
unto Peter, who in his misled zeal would have defeated 
this great object of His sojourn here, " Put up thy 
sword into its sheath : the cup which My Father hath 
given me, shall I not drink it?'* (Jno. xviii. 11.) 
It was a cup full of bitterness that Jesus was willing 
to take, and drain to the last drop. There was upon 
His heart an overwhelming weight of deep-toned 
anguish — an agony of mind which might easily have 
crushed Him, had He not been supported by the 
power of love. 

This conflict between nature and duty commenced 
in the garden of Gethsemane, to which He resorted 
with His disciples on the night of His betrayal. There, 
was His spirit sorrowful, even unto death. There, in 
the hard struggle with His emotions He fell upon 
the ground, and sweat great drops of blood. There, 
when He tasted the bitterness of those woes which He 
must suffer — the weight of man's sins — ^the just indig- 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



OUR COVENANT GOD. 271 

nation of God — the dreadful conflicts, as it were, 
between heaven, and earth, and hell. He was constrained 
to cry, " Father J if it be possible, kt this cup pass from 
Me^ (Matt. xxvi. 39.) It was not bodily pain which 
wrung from Christ this prayer for deliverance, but the 
deep agony, and intense wretchedness of His soul. 
Was there ever any sorrow like unto His sorrow. The 
weight of a world's iniquities was upon His heart, and 
the dread curse which would have fallen upon aU the 
human race was concentrated upon His head. 

That Christ should have been so overwhelmed with 
grief and anguish of mind as to utter a cry for de- 
liverance, may give offence to some who think that 
there was, in this depression under His sufferings, 
little of that magnanimity and heroism which we look 
for in a great man. Martyrs, say they, have, under 
equal pains, manifested more fortitude. 

We must remember, however, that Christ did not 
die to give us an example of stoical indifference to 
suffering, but to manifest unto us the extent of suffering 
to which sin had exposed us. He did not attempt to 
disguise His pangs, a thing which is often done from 
pride, or to estabUsh a character for greatness of mind ; 
but^us He had no ambition of this kind to serve, and 
His single purpose was to die for man, He saw no 
reason to disguise from His children, to whom the fact 
is consoling, that He did, indeed, suffer for sin — bear 
our griefe, and carry our sorrows. 

Besides, is it well known by those who sneer at the 
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expression of His sufferings, what was the degree of 
those sufferings ? Can mortal man tell what was the 
anguish of His soul, — those most excruciating torments 
of mind which caused Him to writhe as he did under 
His trial, and sweat great drops of hlood ? That there 
was any pusillanimity, or want of true manly fortitude 
in the character of Christ, we deny. Had He wanted 
courage He would not have faced such sufferings ; hut 
He went up to Jerusalem of His own jfree will. He 
saw hefore Him all the cruelty with which His 
malicious enemies were ready to assail Him — ^the 
thorns, and the scourge, and the cross, and yet He 
shrunk not from the encounter. He went manfully and 
holdly onward to meet the very sufferings which He 
knew would draw from His hreast those heavy groans, 
and from His Ups that plaintive cry, ^^ Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from Me'' 

But, though Christ thus offered up Himself willingly 
to suffer and die. He was no vain enthusiast. It was not 
a thirst for fame, or a hlind fanaticism which impelled 
Him to go up to Jerusalem that He might place 
Himself in the hands of His persecutors; for we see 
how often, ere His hour had come. He withdrew 
Himself from danger, and avoided the precipitation of 
that event which He knew must ultimately transpire. 
Before His appointed time He would not unnecessarily 
and presumptuously expose Himself to persecution ; but 
when His hour had come, directly He shows by His 
words and acts that He is willing and ready to encoimter 
the trials which were prepared for Him. 
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The great purpose which Chriflt had in view, was to 
die upon the Cross ; that He might offer Himself up as 
the sacrifice for sin, and take upon His head the curse 
of a broken law ; for this it was necessary that man's 
substitute should do, and this was the engagement into 
which He had solemnly entered with His Father in 
the covenant of redemption. But Christ could not die 
thus, without encountering trials which, though not 
necessarily a part of His work, were inseparable from 
that form of death which He had chosen ; yet these, 
though they are to us invaluable as corroborating 
testimony to the truth of the narration, gave no efficacy 
to His sacrifice. They added greatly to His humiliation 
and suffering, but nothing to the healing virtue of 
His blood. We are not saved by the sufferings of 
Jesus. It was not by His groans, and His pains, and 
His mental anguish that man is redeemed, and sin 
pardoned; but by that sacrifice of Himself which He 
made upon the accursed tree. Our pity is excited, 
and our feelings are naturally moved by the wrongs 
and insults which were heaped upon His innocent 
head, and we are, consequently, in danger of looking 
to these for comfort and hope ; but in doing so we are 
wrong, and have mistaken the remedy for our diseased 
state. Christ's death alone was the offering accepted 
by God, and His blood shed upon the cross, alone, 
cleanseth us from sin. 

These additional circumstances are, however, pro- 
per subjects for meditation in connection with Christ's 
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death, as they show us how great was His love, and 
how strong was His desire to save man, when He 
voluntarily submitted to such degradation and violence. 
He chose His death, and, with it, accepted all its 
attending horrors, because He would not deprive 
mankind of any evidence which was essential to prove 
that He did, indeed, die the death of crucifixion. 

It is evident, from His examination before Pilate, 
that Christ had committed no offence against the laws 
of the empire, and therefore could not have been 
condemned to be crucified, had He fallen only into the 
hands of the Gentiles. The death, however, which, 
in the determination of God He was to die, was that 
of the cross, because He was to be made a cursed one; 
according to the saying, " Cursed is evert/ one that 
hangeth on a tree.^^ (Gal. iii. 13 ; Deut. xxi. 23.) It 
was necessary, therefore, for the accomplishment of 
this Divine purpose, that He should be condemned at 
a Eoman tribunal ; but how could He be condemned 
if He had committed no crime worthy of death ? The 
Romans had no charge to allege against Christ, and 
consequently He must have escaped death, had He 
not provoked the hatred of the Jews. 

The rulers of the people, the Scribes and Pharisees, 
were ever the most bitter enemies of Christ. They 
saw that their craft was in danger. They knew that 
the whole fabric of Judaism was menaced by the new 
doctrines which He preached to the people. They 
witnessed the effect which His holiness of life, and 
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wonderfdl power had exerted upon the minds of the 
multitude, and they were, in consequence, ever on the 
alert to entrap Him, and lead Him to the commission of 
some offence which would bring Him under the pres- 
sure of the law ; but this they could not accomplish. 
He never did one thing or uttered one word which 
they could take hold of in order to effect their wicked 
purpose. 

Failing, therefore, in every effort to discover in His 
conduct something worthy of condemnation, they de- 
cided, at last, to accomplish what they could not do 
honestly, by treachery and falsehood. 

Here, then, we see the wonderful working of Provi- 
dence in bringing about His glorious purpose. There 
was required for the condemnation of Christ a combi- 
nation of Jews and Gentiles— of Jewish hatred and of 
Eoman power— or He could not have been crucified. 
The Jews had no power to put any one, legally, to 
death ; and the Eoman tribunals, uninfluenced, could 
not have condemned Christ for the offences laid 
against Him. Had these, therefore, acted singly, 
nothing could have been accomplished for our re- 
demption; but working together they effected that 
sacrifice which, through all eternity, will be the 
glorious theme of praise which the redeemed will re- 
joice to sing before the thtone of God. 

Betrayed by Judas into the hands of the Jews, 
Christ was arraigned and condemned at the bar of 
Pilate. Though His judge pronounced Him innocent, 

T 2 
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He was condemned to death, and delivered into the 
power of His bitter persecutors to see that the unjust 
sentence was duly executed. 

Of the final triumph of the Jews there can be 
no doubt. Once in their power there could be no 
escape. Condemned to be crucified by the Eoman 
tribunal, they were too joyful at the success of their 
treachery to permit that sentence to be changed; 
therefore, immediately we find them prepared to 
carry it into execution. Amid the most cruel taunts 
and coarse reviUngs of the people, scourged, insulted 
and mocked by the soldiers, the blessed Jesus was 
dragged forward from the bar of Pilate to the cross of 
Calvary. Nailed to the tree. He was lifted up before 
the eyes of wondering spirits, blaspheming men, and 
weeping friends ; and there, as a malefactor, he was 
put to death. There, He who was without sin became 
a sin ofiering — He who was infinitely holy became a 
cursed one — He who thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God, " became obedient unto deaths even the 
death of the crosa^ (Phil. ii. 8.) 

Thus died that Man who professed to have come 
into the world as Our Redeemer — ^thus did He termi- 
nate that work which He declared was the grand pur- 
pose of His earthly sojoam. Thus died, as a malefac- 
tor, the Man who had announced Himself to be the Son 
of God ! and when with a loud voice He exclaimed 
" it i8 finished/* He proclaimed to the world that He 
had faithfully fulfilled all that He undertook to 
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accomplish of suffering and sorrow for man, in His 
covenant engagement. To the last drop of humiliation 
and pain in that hitter draught which was given Him 
to drink, He drained the cup. Perfectly had He per- 
formed His work. There was no attempt to evade it in 
one particular. He might have died in the ordinary 
manner of men^ hut that would not have satisfied the 
demand of eternal justice ; and, therefore, He was willing 
to die the death which was accursed in the eyes of 
God and man, in order that He might, to the very 
last farthing, pay the penalty of sin. Innocent in 
the sight of a holy God, and declared to he faultless 
even hy a heathen magistrate, yet was He condemned 
and punished as an offender ; but this, though it may 
cause us to blush with shame at the glaring proof it 
affords of human cruelty and injustice, is the strong 
rock upon which the believer plants his foot when he 
looks to Christ's death as the atonement for his sins. 
Had Christ deserved aU this, had He been, indeed, a 
malefactor, there could have been no virtue in His 
death ; but being innocent, holy, and pure. He could 
offer up Himself as an infinitely holy and acceptable 
sacrifice to God for the sins of the world. Had He 
owed to God a debt. He must first have wiped out His 
own obligations ere He could have offered to pay the 
debts of others ; but nothing did He owe, and, there- 
fore, what He paid — ^His perfect obedience both in life 
and death — could be, and was aU, offered unto God to 
discharge us miserable debtors — us, who were bank- 
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rupt, and unable to pay one duty which we owed — 
from the dreadfiil consequences of that insolvency to 
which we were reduced. 

But an important question, and one in which man 
is deeply interested, remains to be answered, namely, 
what proof have we that the Father accepted the 
work of Christ in His life and death as the fulfilment 
of His covenant obligations P 

Christ repeatedly declared that after His death He 
would rise again. He stated to the Jews that though 
they should destroy the temple of His body, in three 
days He would re-build it ; and to His disciples He 
said, '^Behold, we go wp to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man 
thalt he betrayed unto the chief priest and unto the scribes, 
and they shall condemn Him to death, and shall deliver 
Sim to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify 
Sim, and the third day He shall rise againJ^ (Ksitt. xx. 
18. 19.) 

Christ, in fulfilment of this prophecy, died upon the 
cross, and was buried ; but is this all we have to con- 
template for our comfort P The death of Christ is, 
indeed, the sole remedy for sin. It was not by the 
preceding nor the succeeding circumstances of His 
death that we are saved, but by that death alone. 
Neither did His sufferings nor His resurrection add to 
the efi&cacy of His death, for " the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleansefh us from all sin." (1 John, i. 7.) 
Yet, though this averment is true, had Christ only 
died, what hope could we have from that fact P How 
can we know that He made an atonement for sin ? 
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What proof would His crucifixion afford of our par- 
don and rescue from condemnation ? " i^ Christ be 
not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is 
also vain.'* "If Christ be not raised, ye are yet in 
your sins, then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ 
are perished.*' (1 Cor. xv. 14 — 18.) But we have 
no reason, on this ground, for despair. The promise 
of Jesus was ftilfilled. He died and was buried, and 
" now is Christ risen from the dead, and become t/ie 
first fruits of them that slept." (1 Cor. xv. 20.) On 
the third day He burst the bars of death — ^the seal 
was broken, and the stone was rolled away. All the 
efforts of man to prevent the fulfilment of His pro- 
phecy were foiled, and Christ came forth from the 
sepulchre in the very body which was slain and 
buried, — a living man. 

Thus has God proved to us the value of Christ's 
work. Had He come simply to declare the intentions 
of God, or to afford us an example of virtue, then He 
might have died as other prophets and holy men have 
died before Him, and God would have left His body 
in the grave to natural decay ; but, in that he raised 
Him from the dust — in that He suffered not His 
Holy One to see corruption, (Ps. xvi. 10 ; Acts ii. 
27 — xiii. 35.), He has manifested the glory of His 
Son, His approval of His work, His acceptance of the 
penalty he paid, and His power and determination to 
save to the uttermost the souls and bodies of all who 
sleep in Jesus. 
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Now, we have been told of the covenant made b^ 
tween God and Christ. We have seen that Christ 
undertook to perform the conditions of that covenant, 
and we know that upon the fidelity with which these 
were performed depends our salvation. If Christ 
failed in his self-appointed duty, we are lost. He 
came to obey the law and to die for us ; and if it can 
be proved that He did not accomplish these ends, we, 
who are looking to Him for salvation, are deluded and 
deceived. But we have seen His work and labour of 
love. We have witnessed His miracles and His pro- 
phetic power. We have followed Him to Calvary, 
and beheld Him expire on the cross, and we have 
seen that His work was accepted by God, who, in 
attestation thereof, raised Him from the ^ave ; then, 
should we not be satisfied and fiill of hope P Do we 
believe that Christ has faithfully finished the work 
which his Father gave Him to do? Then should 
this faith give us comfort, and the assurance that God 
will, on his part, also faithfully perform aU that He 
has promised to man through Christ, man's repre- 
sentative in the covenant of redemption. Our debt is 
paid ; our Substitute has suffered the penalty of death 
for us, " therefore^ now there is no condemnation to 
them tvhich are in Christ JemSy who walk not after the 
fleshy but after the Spirit"*' (Rom. viii. 1.) 

Let us, then, in every moment of despondency, 
when clouds of unbelief surround us, and, for the 
instant, hide from view the face of our heavenly 
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Father — when tempted to despair, and when humbled 
by sin, behold the fulness of our salvation. We shall, 
then, see that every thing which was essential to our 
justification has been accomplished. Christ finished 
His work, and God is satisfied. The terms of the 
everlasting covenant are fulfilled, and now Gbd can be 
just, and yet justify every sinner who will come to 
Him through Christ for the blessings promised and 
purchased. 

If, then, we receive this atonement — if, as sinners, we 
cast our guilt-dyed souls upon this once crucified but now 
exalted Saviour— we shodd have peace in believing, and 
a hope fall of immortality ; for, " if ice believe that Jems 
died and rose again, even so them aho which sleep in Jesus 
will Ood bring with Him.^* (1 Thes. iv. 14.) Washed in 
the blood which Jesus shed, the sinner shall stand before 
God fiilly justified ; for the cup which His Father gave 
Him to drink Christ hath drained ; and now there is 
no condemnation to those that are in Him, and show 
that they beUeve, by the fruits of faith they produce. 
Christ has died, the just for the unjust, to bring sin- 
ners to God. It is finished. The work imdertook in 
the covenant of redemption is finished. Salvation is 
accomplished, and sinners may be saved ; and, there- 
fore, may all who, as sinners, are interested in this 
redemption, join in the song of the blessed and sing 
" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing. (Rev. v. 12.) 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

GOD'S PBOmSES ALL YEA AND AMEN IN OUE 
COVENANT BEDEEMEB. 



" God, who hast prepared for them that love Thee such good things 
as pass man's understanding, pour into our hearts such love towards 
Thee that we, loving Thee ahove all things, may ohtain Thj* 
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." The Sixth Sunday after Trinity, 

As we have examined the work of Christ, and found 
therein the ftdfilment of all the conditions to which 
He was pledged in Ae everlasting covenant, we are, 
naturally, led to reflect upon the stability of the pro- 
mises made by the Father unto his Son as man's 
federal head and representative, and to man through 
Him. This knowledge is essential to our comfort and 
hope ; for the promises of God are the objects of a 
Christian's confidence, and the ground upon which 
every child of God establishes his expectation. 

In our investigation of this subject, our first inquiry is, 
what are the promises ? and in determining the question 
we find that they relate both to temporal and spiritual 
blessings — ** All things are yours — things present — or 
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things to comey^ (1 Cor. iii. 21,22) ; for " Godliness is pro- 
fitahle unto all things, having the promise of the world 
that now is, and of that which is to come,'' (1 Tim. iv. 8.) 

Well calculated were the promises of old to 
administer peace and comfort to patriarchs and pro- 
phets, and buoy up their expectations of fixture joy. 

When Adam was cast out of Paradise, and all his 
happiness seemed blasted by the breath of that evil 
one who had blown upon him, how consoling to his 
spirit must have been the promise of a Saviour — the 
woman's seed, who should bruise the serpent's head. 

When Noah and his family had just witnessed 
the awful consequences of God's wrath in the deluge, 
and stood alone, of all the families of the earth, 
among the ruins of a world, and surrounded by the 
marks of desolation, how revived must their hopes 
have been when they heard the promise of God that 
He never woxdd again destroy the earth by a flood. 

Then, again, when men began to multiply once 
more, and a knowledge of God's just hatred of sin led 
them to fear his wrath, how must the saiuts of old 
have rejoiced to receive the promise of a Redeemer — 
One who shoxdd come as God's messenger of mercy 
to rescue the world firom destruction. 

Wrong as were the notions of the larger portion of 
Israel as to the person and work of the Messiah, there 
were many who were spiritually taught to look for 
pardon and salvation, for peace here and joy hereafter, 
through Him. Such was the faith of Abraham, who 
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looked for a city which hath foundations whose builder 
and maker is God^ and such was the faith of those 
worthies who, as St. Paul tells us, " Subdited king- 
dome, t€rought righteousness^ obtained promises, stopped 
the mouth of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword; out of weakness were made 
strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned tofiight the armies 
of the aliens;'^ who '\had trial of cruel mockings, and 
scourgings, yea moreover of bonds, and imprisonment,'^ 
being sustained under their tortures by the hope set 
before them in the promises of God. (Heb. xi. 33 — 36.) 

But let us turn to a consideration of the promises 
which are given to us in the gospel for our comfort 
and hope. 

Of the nature of these promises we may form some 
conception when we hear St. Peter say, that God hath 
given unto us " all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness" — " exceeding great and precious promises, 
(2 Pet. i. 3—4.) We learn also somewhat of the 
nature of the promises given unto the recipients thereof, 
by their titles, " Heirs of God and Joint-heirs with 
Christ,'' (Rom. viii. 17) ; " Partakers of the inheritance 
of the saints in light," (Col. i. 12) ; " Heirs of salvation" 
(Heb. i. 14) ; " Heirs of the kingdom," (Jam, ii. 6,) ; 
and " Heirs together of the grace of life,'' (1 Pet, 
iii. 7.) 

In the present life the recipients of the promises 
have them to comfort their hearts under all the 
varying circumstances in which they may be placed ; 
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for they are assured that when they cry unto the Lord 
their prayers shall be heard, (Ps. cxlv. 19) ; and 
whatsoever they ask they shall receive, (Mat. xxi. 22). 
They are told that their bread and their water shall be 
sure, (Is. xxxiii. 16) ; that the same God who 
clothes the lilies of the field in aU their beauty will 
not neglect to clothe his people, (Mat. vi. 28) ; and He 
who listens to the young ravens when they cry for 
food will surely feed His own children who are trusting 
in Him for help, (Luke xii. 24.) To those who 
labour and are heavy laden rest is promised, (Matt. 
xi. 28) ; to the afflicted deliverance, or grace to bear 
their trials, (Ps. xxxiv. 19; 1 Pet. v. 9 — 11); to 
the tempted, aid from on high to enable them to con- 
quer, (1 Cor. X. 13) ; and to the dying, the Lord's 
presence with them in the dark vaUey of death. 
(Ps. xxiii, 4.) 

The children of God are, moreover, assured that 
every obstruction which stands in their heavenly way, 
shall be removed," (Luke iii. 5.) ; that their sins shall 
be pardoned, (Acts. v. 31.) ; and their guilt-dyed souls 
washed and made clean.*' (Jer. xxxiii. 8.) They are 
promised the Comforter which is the Holy Ghost, to 
guide their feet into the way of peace, to enlighten 
their dark understandings, to convince them of sin, 
and bring them to Christ, (John xiv. 26.) ; where they 
are assured of a kind and loving reception. (John 
vi. 37— ibid. vii. 37.) 

Then, again, how glorious are the promises of future 
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blessings, which are made to all who believe. Says 
Christ, ^'Igo toprepare aplaeeforyou — thatwherelam^ 
there ye may be ako" (John xiv. 2, 3.) " Whosoever 
liveth and believeth in Me shallnever die" (Johnxi. 26.) 
" / mil raise him up at the last day" (John vi. 40.) 
" He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them^ 
they shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, 
neither shall tlie sun light on them nor any heat, for the 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters, and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes" (E-ev. 
vii. 15, 17.) Then God shaU make them drink of the 
river of His pleasures, (Ps. xxxvi. 8.) ; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain, for the farmer things are 
passed away" (Eev. xxi. 4.) Well then, may it be 
said, " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love Him,'' (1 Cor. ii. 9.); and 
good reason hath an apostle to exclaim, " having there- 
fore these promises, dearly beloi^ed, let us cleanse ourseltes 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God" (2 Cor. vii. 1.) 

It has been supposed, that every blessing given, and 
every promise made by God, in all ages, wasonly bestowed 
for Christ's sake ; and, in a certain sense, this is true, 
for had God only foreseen man's fall and rebellion, and 
had He entered into no covenant with Christ for his 
recovery, we have no reason to suppose that He would 
have spared our world. 
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The preservation of the earth is, we are told, owing 
to the presence of the saints, who are the salt which 
keeps it from immediate dissolution, (Matt. vii. 13.) 
and, therefore, we may conclude, that all the blessings 
which have been granted to the world, are a conse- 
quence of God's foreknowledge and love of His elect 
Church in Christ Jesus, her covenant head. 

God's promises, however, cannot every one be traced 
to the covenant. Many were given to individuals, in 
reference to their particular circumstances, and ex- 
tended to nothing beyond their respective interests — 
as the promise to Cain, that vengeance should pursue 
the man who should slay him ; — the promise to Abra- 
ham regarding Ishmael, and others of a like kind. 

It is, however, with the promises of God to His 
Church, that we are concerned, and these we are sure 
were all made with reference to Christ, who was a 
" minister of the circumcision, for the truth of God to 
confirm the promises made unto the fathers," (Rom. xv. 8.) 
*'for all the promises of God in Sim are yea, and in 
Him Amen, unto the glory of God by ws." (2 Cor. 
i. 20.) 

The promise to our first parents of a son, who should 
bruise the head of Satan, (Gen. iii. 15.) and that to 
Abraham, of the seed in whom all the families of the 
earth should be blessed, with most of those which were 
subsequently given to the children of Israel, and to 
David their king, had reference to Christ. From the 
beginning, God had determined to save this lost world 
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by the sacrifice of His Son. The plan of redemption 
was settled in the council of eternity ; and, therefore, 
from the first promise made to Adam of the Lord who 
should destroy that evil one by whose malice sin had 
been brought into the world, through all the subse- 
quent ages of the Church, the people of God were led 
to hope for that salvation which, from time to time, 
was promised. The believers under the old testament 
dispensation trusted in Christ as certainly as do we. 
" Abraham,^* says our Lord, " rejoiced to see my day ; 
and he saw it, and was glad.'' (John viii. 56.) " / tell 
you," said Christ to his disciples, " that many prophets 
and kings have desired to see those things which ye see, 
and have not seen them, and to hear those things which 
ye hear, and have not heard them." (Luke x. 24.) 
St. Paid tells us that the gospel was preached unto 
Abraham when God said unto him, " Jw thee shall all 
nations be blessed." (Gal. iii. 8.) He likewise assures 
us that it was preached to the children of Israel, 
though " the Word did not profit them, not being 
mixed with faith in them that heard it." (Heb. iv. 2.) 
He says in another place of the Israelites, that " They 
drank of that spiritual rock that followed them, and 
that rock was Christ," (1 Cor. x. 4) ; and, lastly, he 
declares, that they tempted Christ in the wilderness, 
and were destroyed of serpents. (1 Cor. x. 9.) 

The believers of old trusted in Christ as their 
Redeemer. Their's was a prospective faith which 
looked onward to the fulfilment of the promise of a 
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coming Christ, but it was no less genuine than that 
which believers now repose in the Saviour who has 
pome, died, risen from the grave, and asoended to 
heaven. Like old Simeon, many were looking daily 
for the promised Christ, and these would, doubtless, as 
he did, exdaim, upon beholding Him whom they 
hoped for, ** Lord /—mine eyes Iiave seen Thy sanation, 
which Thou hast prepared before the face of allpeopk; 
a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy 
people, Israel" (Luke ii. 29 — 32.) 

But whatever difference of opinion we may enter- 
tain on this point, all must allow that the promises of 
God to His people under the Gospel dispensation, 
properly so called, are made to us in, and for Christ. 
The absolute covenant of redemption was not made 
between God and man directly, but between the 
Father and the Son, who stood then as our head ; and, 
therefore, all the promises in that covenant were given 
to Him. God then gave Him a seed, and promised 
eternal blessings to that seed for His sake. Jehovah 
saw nothing worthy of His love in man, but He fore- 
saw all the merits of Christ, and because of those merits 
He promised eternal Ufe to as many as He gave unto 
Him. (John xvii. 2.) Hence they may exclaim with 
the apostle, "Blessed be the Grod and Father of our 
Lord Jems Christ, who hath blessed us with ail ^ri- 
tual blessings in heavenly places in Christ, according as 
ffe hath chosen us in Sim before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame before 

u 
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Him in love : having predestinated m unto the adoptiott 
of children by Jems Christ to Himself according to the 
good pleasure of His will, to the praise and glory of His 
grace wherein Hehath modem accepted in the Beloved, In 
whom we have redemption through His blood, the for^ 
giveness of sins according to the riches of His grace, 
wherein He hath abounded in all wisdom and prudence; 
having made known unto us tM mystery of His will 
according to the good pleasure which He hath purposed 
in Himself: that in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times He might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heuven and which are on 
earth, even in Him : in whom we also have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose 
of Him who uxyrketh all things after the counsel of His 
own will : that we should be to the praise of His glory, 
who first trusted in Christ" (Ep. i. 3 — 13.) 

In this passage we see how completely all spiritual, 
yea, and temporal blessings descend to God's elect 
family through Christ. It is only as they are His, 
and found in Him, that they are blessed, and then 
only for His sake. In Him they were chosen long 
before the foundation of the world to be God's^adopted 
children. In Him are they made accepted. In Him 
they have redemption throi^h His blood. In Him 
they have forgiveness of sins. In Him all will be 
gathered together at last ; and in Him they will re- 
ceive an inheritance which fadeth not away. This is 
one of the glorious truths revealed to us in the Gospel. 
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We must know it. We must accept it. We must 
believe it or we shall go on groping in the dark, 
seeking for comfort, peace, and a good hope without 
finding any solid foundation on which to rest our 
weary foot. Unless we possess a clear conception of 
this truth, we can have no correct or well defined 
view of a sinner's justification, for the one doctrine 
must stand or fall with the other. 

Then, if God has made promises to His Son in the 
covenant of redemption, and with Christ's own body 
through Him, its head, those promises shall be all 
fulfilled in God's appointed time. Christ having faith- 
fully performed His work, having fulfilled his cove- 
nant engagements in His righteous obedience and 
death, can claim the fulfilment of all that was 
promised by His Father as the reward of that obe- 
dience. What the Father promised to give. He fore- 
saw would be given. What He promised He was 
willing to give. What He promised He was able to 
give; and therefore whatHepromisedHewillswr^^^we. 

Behold the faithfulness of God to His covenanted 
word from the very beginning of the world. Before 
the foundations of our earth were laid, a seed was 
given unto Christ ; and though God foresaw all the 
evil which the freedom of man and the malice of 
Satan, together, would invent. He went on with his six 
days' work, and constructed this globe, fitting it up for 
^e habitation of man, created him in His likeness, 
and then put him in possession of all. 

u 2 
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Then, when Adam fell, flie promised seed was not 
forgotten, in the utter destruction of Paradise ; but 
God spared man for Christ's sake, that the covenant 
church, through Him, might be preserved. 

Again, when the iniquity of the whole human race 
called for some signal punishment, and God determined 
to sweep men away with the waters of the deluge, He 
saved Noah and his family ; because he remembered 
His covenant. 

After mankind a second time increased and multi- 
plied on the face of the earth, God, in the fulfilment 
of His covenant promise, chose one man out of all His 
creatures to be the great progenitor of His seed. 
Abraham was selected; then became the friend of 
God, and in his old age, when as yet he had no child, 
he was told that in his seed all the families of the 
earth should be blessed. To Abraham God gave 
Isaac ; and from that moment He has never forsaken 
this family, which rose from an impromising stem 
xmtil it became, as a flourishing and fruitful tree, the 
most potent and illustrious nation on the face of the 
earth ; which, though often punished for its forgetfiilness 
of God, and humbled before its enemies, even to its cap- 
tivity and the destruction of its civil power, was never 
forgotten and utterly destroyed— because of the cove- 
nant. Well did God's ancient people deserve His fierce 
indignation, but remembering His covenant with 
Christ and His promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
that from them He should come who was to be the 
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King of Israel and a blessing to all, He spared them 
— ^He bore with their follies, and kept them together 
as a distinct people nntil He performed His word. 
Thus from Adam, through all the ages of the world's 
history, until Christ was bom of Abraham's seed — of 
the tribe of Judah — of David's line — ^in a royal city, — 
the Jewish people were permitted to continue, because 
God was faithfiil to his covenant promise, and could 
not suffer His word to fail. 

Thus, both with respect to the promised seed which 
was Christ, and to the seed which should serve Him, 
God has proved faithful to His covenant. No promise 
has been broken. Every thing is done which in the 
council of heaven was determined. Christ caine. 
Christ obeyed the law. Christ died, and was buried, 
and rose again, and ascended up on high, leading cap- 
tivity captive, and now sitteth at the right hand of 
God as our Mediator and Advocate with the Father. 

Thus, the covenant promises of God are aU seen to 
have been faithfully fulfilled up to the gift of Christ ; 
but are the promises in the Gospel as stable and sure P 
Yes, certainly ; for these, likewise, are all made unto 
us for Christ's sake. They are given to believers, only 
because their glorious Head won them iq the race 
He ran. They are His by right — ^His by purchase — 
His by hard and severe labour alone ; and they are 
made over to His body the Church, in virtue of its 
relationship to Him. Gt>d, then, will give all promised 
blessings to His children. He will not suffer His faith- 
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fulness to fail. His covenant will He not break, nor 
alter the thing that has gone out of His lips. (Ps. 
Ixxxix. 33 — 34.) This being the word of Him who 
cannot lie — ^who cannot deceive — who cannot deny 
Himself, (2 Tim. ii. 13), it should be sufficient to 
banish doubt or fear; but ^^God^ wilUng more abun- 
dantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability 
of His counsel^ confirmed it by an oath; that by two im- 
mutable things in which it was impossible for God to lie, 
we might have a strong consolation who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us, which 
hope we have as an anchor of the soul both sure and 
steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil ; 
whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made 
an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec" 
(Heb. vi. 17 ad fin.) Never be it forgotten, that all the 
promises of the Gospel were made to Christ in the 
eternal covenant. They were conditional on the ful- 
filment by Him of the work He undertook to accom- 
plish for our redemption, sanctification, and glorifica- 
tion ; and, therefore, if ever a doubt crosses the mind 
of a believer in Jesus, let him remember how faith- 
fully his Head and Representative fulfilled His en- 
gagement, how that faithMness was acknowledged 
and accepted by His Father, when He fiaid, " This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased," and 
then, after aU the work of Christ was finished on 
the cross and in the grave, raised Him up to sit on 
His right hand; and let him ask himself, whether 
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the Father can deny to Christ that which He has 
won — that which He has earned— that which is His 
' by virtue of the most solemn engagements P And he 
mnst see the folly of mistrusting One " with whom is 
no variableneas, neither shadow of turning " (Jas. i 17), 
who will not swerve from the promises He has given 
to us in Christ, but will make them " sure to all the 
$eed" (Rom. iv. 16.) Let, then, this assurance be 
the comfort of all who have reason to believe that they 
are heirs of the promises. God is faithful, and all 
blessings here and hereafter which He has given unto 
Christ for His people they shall surely have, for they 
" are Chrisfs, and Christ is God's (1 Cor. iii, 23) ; 
and " if children, then heirs, heirs of Ood, and joint- 
heirs with Christ'' (Rom. viii. 17.) 
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CHAJPTEE XX. 

THE MEBITORIOUS CAUSE OF JUSTIFICATION IS THE 
WORK OF OUB COVENAKT BEDEEMEB. 



*< Saviour of the world, who by Thy cross and precious blood hast 
redeemed us, save us, and help us, we humbly beseech Thee, O 
Lord." Visitation of the Sick. 

' There is no subject in the whole range of knowledge^ 
human or Divine, more interesting and valuable than 
that of our justification, for upon it is grounded the 
scheme of salvation ; and, therefore, for the sinner's 
comfort and hope, it is essential that he should have 
clear views of it, or he may go on to the last with 
clouded prospects, and no well-established peace ; or 
be animated with hopes, which are derived firom 
unscriptural, and, consequently, false views of God, of 
Christ, and of redemption. 

By all Prostestant Churches, the doctrine of justifi- 
cation by faith, has been considered the key-stone of 
Christianity; and, as all forms of Popery and Armi- 
nianism are grounded on mistaken views of it, no other 
truth was more earnestly, prayerfully, and boldly 
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maintained against all opposition^ at the period of our 
glorious reformation. 

But^ before proceeding mth the consideration of this 
subject, it is necessary that we should have clear views 
of the various senses in which the terms justify and 
justification are employed by the sacred writers. 

That these are words of various signification in 
reference to salvation, there is abundant evidence. In 
the first place, we find that they are employed to 
express a state of inherent holiness or purify. Thus 
the word "justified" is used in the Psalms, where the 
writer exclaims, " JEnter not into judgment with Thy 
seroantyfor in Thy sight shall no man lining be justified/^ 
* (Ps. cxliii. 2.), by which the Psalmist intends to say 
that no man, if judged by a God of infinite holiness, 
could be pronounced just and righteous* 

Employing the words just, righteous, and justified, 
in the same sense, as referring to that righteous* 
ness which a man might suppose it is possible 
to possess; and after striving in his own unaided 
strength, and irrespective of Divine grace, imagine he 
has found. Job exclaims, " Sow should man be just 
with God?'' (Job ix. 2.) Eliphaz says, " What is 
man that he should be clean, and he that is born of a 
woman that he should be righteous?'* (Job. xv. 14.) 
Bildad exclaims, ^^How can man be justified with 
Ood?" (Job XXV. 4.) and Solomon tells us plainly, 
that " there is not a just man upon earth," (Eccl. 
vii. 20.) 
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NoW| as obserred^in tliese passages theterms justified 
and just^ are nsed to signify that inherent righteousness^ 
which is acquired by aman's own efforts; and itis this 
66nse, so often put upon these terms^ which has led men 
into many monstrous errors. When used in reference to 
Christ, this is, undoubtedly, the meaning of these 
expressions ; for He was inherently just, and in Him 
was no sin ; therefore, He must be justified by all. 
But, in the same sense, the words cannot be applied to 
any man, for in God's sight none are just ; and it is a 
high offence committed against heaven, when we speak 
of any himian creature as holy, irrespective of God's 
work in his soul, or attempt to justify the unsanctified 
actions of any man. ^^Ifljmtify myself y mine -otcn* 
mouth shall condemn me." (Job. ix. 20.) " Ye are 
they which justify yourselves before men^ but Godknoweth 
your hearts ; for that which is highly esteemed among 
men, is abomination in the sight of God." (Luke xvL 15.) 

l^ow, though in this sense of inherent or acquired 
righteousness no flesh can be justified, there is a 
second sense in which the term is used to express that 
righteousness, which every child of God possesses, in 
virtue of his union with Christ. 

This sense is the ordinary judicial meaning of the 
word justify, as used in our courts of law, and is 
equivalent to the terms * not guilty, or acquittal/ When 
a person is tried for an alleged crime which cannot be 
proved against him, he is discharged irom the bar as 
not guilty, and is thus justified in the eyes of all men. 
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Now, this is the meaning the words just, justify, 
and justification, when used in connection with our 
salvation by Christ. When a sinner is justified by- 
God, there is a complete acquittal. His sins are 
pardoned so folly, that he is from that moment 
regarded, and dealt with, as one who is really just, or 
has never sinned. In the former sense of the term, 
we have seen that God, cannot justify any living man, 
for He could not, without departing from the truth, 
declare that men who are unclean, are clean,— or that 
men who have broken the law, are innocent ; but, in 
the second sense, God can pronounce a sinner just, and 
so justify the wicked; because, in consequence of 
' Christ's work, — the faithful fulfilment of His covenant 
obligations in His life and death, — He can now be 
*'just, and thejmtifier of him which believeth in Jems" 
(Rom. iii. 26.) 

In further prosecuting our inquiry, I must premise, 
that there are two causes of justification which must 
be kept distinct, or we shall darken counsel, and 
mystify the subject under consideration. First, there 
is the meritoriom came, and secondly, there is the jtto- 
curing cause of justification ; both always operating, and 
ever co-operating ; for the one is the atoning sacrifice 
of Christ, which alone effects our pardon, while the 
other is that fedth which, as an instrument, is used by 
us for the appropriation, as it were, of that atoning 
sacrifice. 

Both of these are mentioned in the Scriptures as 
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the causes of justification. We are said to be justified 
freely by the grace of Gh)d, " through the redemption 
that ie in Christ Jesm.'* (Rom. iii. 24). While 
St. Paul, more frequently perhaps than any other 
sacred writer, so connects justification with faith, that 
it sometimes appears as if it resulted from the exercise 
of that grace alone ; but the two causes are, as was 
said, perfectly distinct, and cannot be confounded 
without endangering the truth. 

That we may have dear and correct views of this 
important doctrine, we must direct our attention to 
the consideration of these causes separately; there- 
fore, let us inquire, first, what constitutes the 
meritorious cause of a sinner's justification before * 
GodP 

In a passage quoted before (Rom. iii. 24), St. Paul 
speaks of justification first, as the free gift of God, 
"we being Justified,^' says the apostle, ''freely by His 
grace "; and this corresponds with many other declara- 
tions of Scripture, as in the address of St. Paul to 
Titus, " Not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 
which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour^ that being justified by His grace, we should 
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal Ufe.'* 
(Titus iii. 5 — 7.) ; also in his epistle to the Ephesians 
he says, " by grace ye are saved,'* (Eph. ii. 5.) ; and 
again, at the 8th verse, he repeats, " by grace are ye 
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aaved, through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the 
gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.'' 

The free gift of justification, therefore, excludes 
9^1 that we can attempt, meritoriously, to procure it. 
Nothing, in our fallen state, that we could do in the 
way of obedience would merit this grace, or induce 
God to bestow it. Were any of our own works worthy 
of it, and the procuring cause of it, it would cease to be 
a free gift ;— it would be a purchase made by us, or a 
reward bestowed upon us for acknowledged merit, or 
service. And this applies to everything that men, in 
their arrogance and pharisaical conceit, have proposed 
as the means of obtaining God's favour and pardon, 
• I^ot all our charity, nor all our tears, nor all our 
sufferings, could procure for us our justification. It 
cannot be obtained by legal observances, by obedience 
to ordinances, by the severest penance, by the warmest 
zeal, or by the most constant and undeviating course 
of rectitude. Nothing that has ever been done or 
suffered by man to obtain propitiation, could pur- 
chase the pardon of one sin, or the washing out of 
one guilt-dyed spot ; for this is solely the gift of God, 
" not of works, lest any man should boast," (Eph. ii. 9) ; 

Seeing that justification is not bestowed because of 
any merit which God sees in those to whom He gives 
it, we may, then, ask to whose merits are we indebted 
for this greatest of blessings P 

Now tiie Scriptures are perfectly clearupon this point; 
and, with united testimony, they refer us to the work of 
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Christ, as the meritorious cause of our justification^ 
and all the blessings connected with that grace. 

When the Lord Jesus Christ undertook to do the 
mil of His Father, He waa induced to enter upon that 
work and labour of love, for the redemption of His 
people, by the sacrifice of Himself. This was arranged 
in the councils of eternity, for Christ was " The Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world. (Rev. xiii. 8.) 
But why, in the Divine mind, was Christ sacrificed ? 
Because it was perceived by One who could not err in 
judgment, that this sacrifice was absolutely necessary 
for the justification of sinful man ; therefore, long before 
His advent, in the determination of God, Christ ^^horc 
our griefs and carried our aorrows.^^ Even then, was 
He " wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our 
iniquities, the chastisement of our peace teas upon Htm, 
and with His stripes v)e are healed" Foreseeing all 
events down the long vista of time, and knowing His 
own children, " the Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us 
all." From eternity " He saw His seed." He beheld 
afar off, " the travail of His soul, and was satisfied; " 
became He saw Himself as an offering for their sins; 
bearing their iniquities, and so "justifying many." 
(Is. U.) 

Here then, perceive we the folly of those who hope 
to merit justification by their poor imperfect works* 
We see, that all Christ accomplished for His children, 
was done by anticipation long prior to our existence. 
No conditions of salvation were proposed to men. The 
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transaction was only between the heavenly Parties to 
the covenant. The Father then gave His Son a peo- 
ple^ and Christ at the same moment engaged to die for 
them ; and His promise was so certain of fulfilment^ 
indeed^ as its fulfilment was foreseen in the Divine 
mind, it was regarded as an accomplished work ; so that 
even from eternity, those who are Christ's were made 
partakers of all that Christ procured for them by the 
offering He made ; " For whom He did foreknow, He 
ako did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many breth- 
ren. Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also 
called: and whom He called, them He also jmtified : and 
whom He jmtified, them He also glorified." (Rom. 
viii. 29, 30.) ''Blessed/' says St. Paul, in another 
place, " be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath blessed u>s with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ : According as He hath chosen ws in Him 
before the foundations of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before Him in love : having predesti- 
nated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
Himself according to the good pleasure of His will, to 
the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath 
made us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace." (Eph. i. 3—8.) 
Having thus, before the foundations of the world 
were laid, known His people, and engaged to redeem 
them by the sacrifice of Himself, did Christ require 
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them to purcliase their own redemption P No I there- 
fore, in the fulness of time, He came to accomplish it 
by His own death. Alone, and unassisted, He did all 
that was necessary for our perfect and full pardon. He 
obeyed the will of God in His life, and in His death ; 
and when upon the cross He exclaimed, ''itia finished I" 
He paid the fiill price for the purchase of our redemp- 
tion, and all the benefits and glories flowing out of it ; 
among which stands forth, conspicuously, our Justiflca-* 
tion. 

By the death of Christ the sinner is justified ; and 
this justification is a complete acquittal — such an entire 
abandonment of the charge against the offender, as to 
place him in the same position he would have occupied 
in God^s sight, had he never transgressed. 

There are but two methods in all criminal proceed- 
ings by which an alleged offender can be justified. In 
the first place, by a verdict of acquittal, or, secondly, 
by the payment of a penalty he is absolved, and com- 
pletely exonerated. In either case the accused is 
justified, and cannot be treated as a criminal again ; 
the law loosens its grasp, and the prisoner walks 
forth in all the freedom of innocence. 

Now, the same procedure is followed in the heavenly 
court of judicature, in which man is arraigned. He is 
charged vdth rebellion, and only in one of two ways 
can he be justified. If, after his trial he is foimd in- 
nocent, he will be discharged as one who is not guilty 
of the offence alleged against him, (Luke x. 28) ; but 
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if, on the contrary, the crime is proved, he can only 
be justified by paying the penalty of his transgression. 

ISoWy by the first method none can be justified, for 
" all have tinned, and come short of the ghry of God ;" 
and therefore it is only by the second that any one can 
clear himself, or be absolved from his ofience. 

But, as death is the penalty of sin, how can the sin- 
ner hope to be justified by this pajrment P The law 
demands the lastmite of the heavy penalty, and, there- 
fore, eternity claims the victim for its prey. If the 
debt, or penalty could be paid, the guilty ojSender 
would be discharged, and, in the eyes of all, regarded 
as fully justified ; but, failing to accomplish this, he 
must remain through eternity criminal, and be for ever 
under condemnation. 

But that which the guilty ofiender could not do for 
himself Christ has accomplished for him. He came 
as man, and standing in the sinner's position as a 
guilty and condemned offender, paid, to the ftdl, his 
penalty ; and, therefore, all those for whom He shed 
His blood, having paid the penalty of their sinful re- 
bellion in Him and by Him, are absolved, and stand 
forth justified in God's sight. They are treated now 
as persons who, having undergone, to the full, the 
condemnation passed upon them — having suffered 
the punishment due to their offences, are sent back 
into society absolved, and cannot again be punished 
for the crimes thus atoned. 

Then, in reply to any objections which may be urged 
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against this method of justificatioii I ask^ how could 
this condition be obtained except by a vicarious atone- 
ment P If we are guilty (and this is not denied) we 
must pay the penalty of our guilt either in our own 
persons, or in the person of a substitute, ere we can 
stand forth deared of the offence charged against us. 
But if we undertake the pajrment in our own persons, 
how can we hope to meet the demand of justice ? Gk)d 
is a just and righteous God, and " will by no means 
clear the guilty J^ (Ex. xxxiv. 7.) His perfection calls 
for the perfect development and action of every sepa- 
rate attribute of His nature. His justice must be per- 
fect as well as His mercy ; and if so, the punishment 
of sin, and the condemnation of the sinner, cannot be 
escaped. The law must be obeyed, or its authority 
maintained by judgment given and executed ; and 
God's honour, God's perfection, God's truth require 
the fuU pajrment of the penalty incurred, even to the 
last farthing. 

But how can any sinner escape condemnation to the 
full, if this penalty is demanded? How can any 
amount of suffering wipe away the dishonour done 
to God, by the rebellion of man P A heavy debt is 
incurred, and must be paid ; but how can we hope to 
obtain the means for its liquidation in the place of 
darkness and death to which the guilty soul shall be 
consigned? 

Then, as we cannot hope to pay the penalty of guilt 
in our own persons, we must look for some other 
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method of justification, and this only we find in the 
substitution of Christ's sufferings and death, for our 
punishment. God himself has condescended to take 
our nature, and in that nature Jesus Christ died for 
man. He offered an infinite atonement in His own 
blood-shedding upon the cross, and thus paid the 
penalty due by every one who is willing to accept this 
method of justification. Whosoever, then, by faith ac- 
cepts Christ as his Redeemer, and puts his trust in BGim, 
is folly justified. He was guilty ; the penalty of his 
guilt was death; but Christ has, for him, paid that 
penalty ; and as justice requires the full acquittal and 
liberty of the offender, he is acknowledged to be, is 
now, and ever shall be, clear from all the sin that was 
charged against him. 

This justification is complete. The pardoned sinner, 
however much he may deplore his vileness, is treated 
by God, when justified, as one. who had never trans- 
gressed ; for the blood of Jesus has prevailed to obtain 
for him a fcdl and eternal pardon, and so is he cleansed 
from all sin. " There is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which are in Christ JesuSy who walk not after 
the fleshy but after the spirit" (Eom viii. 1.) " JVko 
shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect ^ It is 
God that jmtifieth. Who is he that condemneth ? It 
is Christ that died, yea rather that is risen again, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh inter- 
cession for us." (Rom. viii. 33 — 34.) 

The meritorious cause of a sinn'er's justification is 

X 2 
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now seen to be, not his own act, but that of Christ, 
The offender cannot justify himself either by the plea 
of innocence, or by paying the penalty of his trans- 
gressions, but he may be justified by the vicarious 
atonement of Christ, who, as his substitute, was ftdly 
able to accomplish this mighty undertaking, because 
He was the infinite God. 

Hence do all the inspired writers of the New Testa- 
ment ascribe to Jesus Christ, as His due, the whole 
merit of man's redemption. " CAm^," saith St. Paul, 
" hath loved m, and hath given Himself for ws an offer- 
ing and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour ^ 
(Ep. V. 2.) " Christ our passover is sacrificed for «^." 
(1 Cor. V. 7.) " When we were yet mthout strength^ 
in due time Christ died for the ungodly^ (Eom. v. 6.) 
" Christ hath once suffered for sins, the just for the un- 
just.^'' (1 Peter iii. 18.) " Ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things as silver and gold, — butu^th the precious 
blood of Christy — who verily was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world, but was manifested in these last 
times for you, who by Him do believe in God." (1 Pet. i. 18.) 
" Se hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin ; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." 
(2 Cor. V. 21.) 

But it is not solely upon the death of Christ that 
man's hope of salvation rests; for that includes 
both escape from condemnation, and a perfect 
righteousness; without which we cannot reach the 
sanctuary of the blessed. By our violation of the law 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



OUR COVENANT GOD. 309 

•w^ were brouglit under the sentence of death, and must 
Jhave been lost eternally if Christ had not come forward 
to pay the penalty. This we have seen He did. He 
died for us, and therefore, according to the strict rule of 
justice, our condemnation i<s taken off, and we are 
absolved. But, great as is this blessing, it is not sufficient 
for us. A culprit may, by paying the penalty of his 
crime, be discharged from punishment, but he is not 
rendered thereby worthy of reward ; so, though the 
sinner is rescued from hell by the infinite atonement 
rendered by Christ, he acquires no right or title by 
reason of that atonement, to heaven. This right 
rests upon other ground, solid and broad as the former, 
but perfectly distinct ; for it is only by and through the 
perfect righteousness of Christ imputed to us,. that we 
can claim admission to glory. We are repeatedly 
told, and our own experience confirms the testimony 
of those who say, " There is none righteous; no, not 
one" But God's elect people are righteous — an enig- 
ma which only the Gospel can solve. Christ's people 
are righteous, not by their own works and virtues, and 
not by any inherent purity, but by the righteousness 
of Christ given to them as their righteousness, which 
not only fits them for heaven, but is the purchase- 
money with which they may present themselves before 
God to claim admission to that holy place. Christ 
obeyed the law, as well as the whole wiU of God. He 
not only avoided the commission of offences prohibited, 
but faithfully did that which is commanded ; and this 
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complete righteousness, which none else could have 
rendered, He bestows fully upon His believing family, 
Eighteousness is the doing of that which is right ; and 
he only does right who wholly fulfils the law. Any 
obedience which falls short of an exact fulfilment of its 
demands cannot be right; and as no man can pretend 
to such exactness, none are, or can be, righteous. But 
what fallen man cannot obtain by his own efforts, how- 
ever severe may be his toil, and strenuous his ex- 
ertions, he may receive from Christ, who is *Hhe Lord 
our righteoumesHf^ and the moment that his justifica- 
tion is pronounced, the obedience of Chrijst is all im- 
puted to him ; and, clothed in this garment of sal- 
vation, he is prepared for the place which is prepared 
for him. 

To Christ alone belongs the honour of our salvation 
in all its parts ; and yet some may still ask, was this 
the only way of pardon P Is every other door closed 
but this P Must I, as a sinner, depend entirely and 
only upon what Christ hath done P I answer, in the 
words of the Spirit, *^ there is none other name under 
heaven — whereby we may he saved^* (Aotsiv. 12.) And 
blessed be God for this truth, so often and emphati- 
cally enunciated, that there is no salvation out of, 
or in any other than, Christ As there is but one 
God, so there is but one Mediator between Gh)d and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ran^^ 
som for all, (1 Tim. ii. 5 — 6) ; and therefore no man 
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Cometh unto the Father but by Him, (John xiv. 6.) 
whose blood deanseth from all sin. (1 John i. 7.) 

This, then, is the way, and the only way, of justification 
and salvation, and he who apostatizes from it wiU find 
that " there remameth no more sacrifice far sin'' — no 
other atonement — ^no other way of pardon ; and the 
man who despises this, or seeks another, shall be woe- 
ftdly disappointed, "far it is impassible far those who 
were once enUffhtened, and have tasted of the heavenly 
gifty and were made partakers of the Holy Ohast, and 
have tasted of the good ward of God, and the powers of 
the world to come, if they shall fall awaff' — ^that 
is, depart by wilftd apostacy from Christ as the 
only Saviour, "to renew them again unto repent- 
ance ; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh, and put Him to an open shame'' (Heb. vi. 4—7.) 
It is impossible that an apostate from Christ can be 
saved in his apostacy, because he has cast away his only 
refuge — ^he has cut the only rope by which his vessel 
was secured—- he has despised the only remedy which 
was provided for his dying soul. 

Beader, be thou assured that unless thou art justi- 
fied by Christ thou canst not enter into glory. God 
is infinitely holy, and cannot look with complacency 
upon sin. Heaven is inhabited by the spirits of the 
just made perfect ; and the word has been proclaimed, 
without holiness " no man shall see the Lord," (Heb. 
sdL 14.) But thou art unjust and abominable in 
Ood's sight, and from this condition thou canst not, 
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by thine own power, arise ; for who can make his heart 
pure ? (Pro. xx. 9.) How canst thou, who art pol- 
luted, so live as to become a holy being P The evil 
tree will still bear evil fruit, and the corrupt fountain 
will continue to send forth impure streams ; and so, 
even if thou triest in thine own strength to become 
righteous, thou must fail. All thy efforts to please 
God will be abortive, and after thou hast pleased thy- 
self with the thought of thy excellency — after havmg 
prophesied in the name of Jesus, and called thyself a 
Christian — thou shalt find that thou hast had a name 
to live while still dead, and thou shalt hear Him say, 
I know thee not ; depart, thou worker of iniquity. 

But though thou canst not make thyself righteous, and 
fit thy soul for heaven, righteous must thou be, or thou 
canst not find admission there, for " there shall in no 
wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither what- 
soever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie" (Bev. xxi. 
27.) A partial cleansing will not avail thee ; and be- 
fore thou canst stand in the presence of God, and 
associate with angels, thou must be perfectly clean. 
Not one stain of guilt must be upon thy soul, for one 
unpardoned sin will exclude thee from heaven — one 
evil desire remaining in thy mind will consign thee to 
hell. Thou must be washed. Thou must be justified. 
Thou must be cleansed from all thy sins. Thou must 
be made holy, for God is holy, (1 Pet. i. 16,) and ^^ perfect 
even as your Father which is in Heaven is perfeciy" 
(Matt V 48.) ; all which may seem difficult of accom- 
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plishment, and may, to a sinner whose conscience is 
alive to his state, seem impossible ; and yet it can be 
done — yea, it must be done, and is done in the case of 
every man who is brought home to God, for every such 
soul is fully justified. God regards His children as the 
just When He pronounces their pardon He makes 
them clean ; for the blood of Christ, when applied to 
any offender, has so wonderftd an efficacy, that though 
his sins were as scarlet they become white as snow ; — 
though they were red like crimson they are as wool. 
(Is. i. 18.) 

Then, if Christ has given Himself for thy justifica- 
tion, and there is none other name under heaven by 
which thou canst be saved, seek, sinner, with all 
thy powers, to find an interest in this Saviour. He 
invites us all to partake of the benefits which He has 
purchased. " jHb, every one^^ says He, " that thiratethy 
come ye to the wcUers, and he that hath no money '^ — 
no goodness— no offering— "cow^Jwy andeat; yea^ come, 
buy mne and milk" — all spiritual blessings — " without 
money and without price," (Is. Iv. 1.) " Come unto 
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest" (Matt. xi. 28.) And the promises made 
in these kind invitations. He can and wiU fulfil, for 
He was " delivered for our offences, and was raised again 
for our Justification" (Rom. iv. 25.) The price of our 
redemption is paid, and now God can ** be just, and 
the justifier of him which beUeveth" (Eom. iii. 26.) 
Without violating the principle of justice, God can 
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now piardon all our sins, because our Head and Sub- 
stitute has obeyed the law, died, and made TTimadf a 
curse for us. By Christ's death our penalty is paid, 
justice is satisfied with the pajrment, and the way is 
opened for the free exercise of Divine mercy, in the 
justification and salvation of every sinner. Thus, not 
by our own merits, but by the merits of Christ, our 
justification is obtained; therefore it behoves us to 
say, ^^Not unto m, Lord! not unto tw, but unto 
Thy name give ghry^ for Thy mercy y and for Thy 
trutK% sakeJ^ (Ps. cxv. 1.) 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

THE PBOCUBINa CAUSE OF JUSTIFICATION IS FAITH 
IN OUB COVENANT REDEEMER 



*' Lord and heayenly Father ! grant that bjr the merits and death of 
Thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in His blood, we, and all 
Thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and al 
other benefits of His passion." Communion. 

It was remarked in the preceding chapter that there 
are two causes of justification — a meritorious and a 
procuring cause. We saw that the merit of this grace 
belongs not to the justified, but to Christ the Justifier, 
who died, the just for the unjust, to bring us to God ; 
and by this, His obedience unto death. He has pur- 
chased our redemption. 

Having considered this part of the subject, I now 
proceed to examine the nature of faith, as the pro- 
curing cause of justification. 

The terms meritorious and procuring are not, in- 
deed, to be found in the scriptures; but we may, 
nevertheless, employ them to express ideas which are, 
manifestly, conveyed to us in God's word. "We see, 
there, that justification is ascribed both to the work of 
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Christ and to faith ; but these cannot be alike meri- 
torious, for nothing that man can do could procure 
favour from God. "We, therefore, give to Christ all 
the merit of our salvation, and put faith in a lower 
position ; for though it is spoken of as a cause of jus- 
tification, we can only assign to it the place of an in- 
strument by which we are enabled to receive the 
blessed truth that Christ died for our sins, and rose 
again for our justification. 

"Now, in order to understand the subject, we must 
recall to mind what was previously said of our cove- 
nant relationship to God. 

Before the foundations of the world were laid, the 
Father entered into a covenant of redemption with 
His Son. This was, between these high contracting 
parties, a conditional covenant; for the Father pro- 
mised His Son a people, and gave to Him, at that 
moment, all who are His. Able to foresee every 
event through all eternity, the Father beheld His 
spiritual family; and these He bestowed upon His 
Son to be redeemed, eternally blessed, and made. His 
own for ever. 

On the other part, Christ promised to die for these 
people, that God might be just in their punishment 
through Him, and so justify the sinner who should 
believe in Him. Thus was this made a conditional 
covenant between God the Father and God the Son ; 
but as far as man is concerned in this covenant, it was 
absolute. God gave His people to Christ without any 
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agreement made with them. They were not con- 
sulted, or required to enter into any terms, but were 
absolutely given up to Christ, to be His for ever; 
hence He says, " Thine they were, and Thou gavest 
them me'' (John xvii. 6) ; " All that the Father giveth 
Me shall come to MeJ* (John vi. 37.) 

But there is a distinct covenant which God has 
made with His people in the Gospel ; and this is a 
conditional covenant, because the promises in it are 
offered on the condition of faith, and no man can re- 
ceive the blessings of the absolute covenant who has 
not fulfilled this condition of the Gospel covenant. 

That this is a scriptural view of the subject will be 
seen by the declarations of Christ, who said, "-Hi? that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned" (Mark xvi. 16.) " This is 
the work of Ood that ye believe on Him whom He hath 
sent,'' (John vi. 29.) " If ye believe not that lam He, 
ye shall die in your sins." (John viii. 24.) 

Now here is a condition of salvation proposed. The 
child of God must be a believer, or he can have no 
right to any of the Gospel promises. This condition 
must be fulfilled by every one who desires to partici- 
pate in the benefits procured for God's elect children 
by Christ, and until it is fulfilled we have no reason 
to suppose that we are a part of Christ's purchased 
possession. 

But, though faith is made a condition of salvation 
which must be performed by every child of God, it is 
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not meritorious^ for there is no power in any man to 
perform it irrespective of Divine aid. Man is blind, 
and caimot perceive the things which make for his 
peace until the darkness is removed &om his mind by 
the power of God. " No man can come unto Mcy* says 
Christ, " except the Father which hath sent Me draw 
him** (John vi. 44) ; "i^To man can come unto Me esccept 
it were given unto him of My Father** (Ibid. vi. 65). 
Then, if none can come to Christ but those who are 
enabled so to do by God, and if the grace by which 
alone they come is faith, that grace must be God's 
gift ; otherwise the word of Christ is falsified ; for if 
faith is our own act, irrespective of God, and by it we 
come to Christ, our coming is independent of God's 
power. But if faith is the gift of God, and cannot be 
exercised until the Spirit of God gives us the power to 
do so, then, although it is made by God the condition 
of salvation, it cannot be a merit. The greatest faith 
is no more the cause of justification than any of our 
other works. If we affirm that we are pardoned be- 
cause we believe, there is no reason in our rejection of 
the whole scheme of meritorious works ; for if we 
allow that there is one work which we can do to merit 
justification, why should we not at once adopt the 
whole doctrine of Rome, and endeavour to obtain 
God's favour by her system of good works ; but these 
we reject as meritorious, and cleave unto faith, though 
faith is a work as much as any other we repudiate, 
and no more deserves the favour of God than any duty 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



OUR COVENANT GOD. 319 

or obligation we are enabled to perform ; and the man 
who thinks that he is justified^ simply because he be- 
lieves, is indulging an error as monstrous and 
dangerous as he who imagines that he deserves God^s 
favour by his holiness. When, therefore, we read of 
justification by faith, we must understand that this 
benefit is recdved by faith as its procuring or instru- 
mental cause, and not because it has merited the 
grace. This, and all blessings are given freely because 
of Christ's merits; whose obedience alone has pur- 
chased them, and God, for His sake, gives them to all 
who come by faith to Him for them. 

But it may be said, in reply to this view of the 
nature and purpose of faith, that a distinction is made 
by St. James between faith and works, for he says, 
** Faith, if it hath not uorks, is dead, being alone.'' 
(James ii. 17.) " Faith wrought with his works, and 
bi/ works was faith made perfect " (Ibid. ii. 22.) "F<? 
see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by 
faith only." (Ibid. ii. 24.) 

Now it is evident that the apostle is comparing 
here living with dead faith. Some there were who 
boasted that they possessed faith, while, by their un- 
godly lives, they gave proof that such was not the case ; 
for the feeling which they called faith was a dead, finiit- 
less, and, consequently, worthless thing ; therefore, by 
such a faith as this, says St. James, a man is not jus- 
tified. But true faith is a living, active, working 
principle ; and it is by this that a man is justified, 
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and not by that which is firuitless and dead.. When 
Abraham believed God^ his faith was seen to be 
perfect by his obedience ; and so he is said to be justi- 
fied by that obedience, because it was the fruit of that 
faith which was counted to him for righteousness. 

There is, therefore, no distinction between faith and 
works as the causes of justification. No works which 
are not the fruit of faith could procure for us the 
favour of God, and no faith which is fruitless could 
prevail to obtain any blessing. The faith which jus- 
tifies is a principle that worketh by love, and no other 
will be accepted by God. 

By our own efforts and the exercise of our under- 
standing we may be enabled to believe, in a certain 
way, the truths revealed in Scripture. We may take 
a philosophical view of the universe, and be convinced 
of God's existence by the evidence of His power exhi- 
bited in the works of creation. We may think of God, 
from the same evidence, as a good, merciful, and bene- 
volent Being. We may even be led further, and per- 
ceive, from the condition of the moral world, that there 
is a necessity for some great remedy for its disorders, 
and we may infer, from the nature of God, that He 
would provide that remedy ; and so we may be dis- 
posed to receive the Gospel as a message from Him. 

But this kmd of faith is not that which Gk)d gives, 
and through which He justifies. A faith like this 
even devils possess, and yet they are devils notwith- 
standing. Such a faith as this is dead, and pannot 
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bring forth the fruit of righteousness, but is productive 
of pride and spiritual conceit. It is such a faith as 
this which, alas ! the majority of professing Christianfi 
possess in this professing age. They have a name to 
live while they are dead. (fiev. iii. 1.) 

The faith, however, which God bestows is of another 
character. The same means of grace, and the same 
understanding by which man attains a state of head 
knowledge, are used as instruments by the Spirit. God 
addresses us as reasonable creatures^ and though He 
confines not His operations to one method, aor limits 
the course of His providence to any particular line 
of action, He generally employs His Word as the 
means of grace, and ordains that faith shall come '^ by 
hea/ring^ and hearing hy the Word of God, (Bom. x. 17) ; 
but in whatsoever way the principle is sent» of this we 
are sure, that it is the gift of God, who bestows it as a 
Sovereign on whomsoever He is pleased to call into 
His adopted family. 

The faith, thus given by God, is a living principle. It 
is the afflatus of a new nature, and makes the recipient 
thereof a new creature in Christ Jesus. From educa- 
tion and reflection, we may have attained, to an eminent 
degree, the faith before described as a dead and fruitless 
thing, and yet have gone on without any love to God, 
any joy in the Holy Ghost, or any peace in believing ; 
but when this new principle is bestowed, directly our 
hearts are changed, and we perceive that God has 
wrought a mighty work within us. The Holy Spirit 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



322 OUR OOYENANT GOD. 

may lead us on from one degree of light to another, 
long ere faith is given. We may be taught, step by 
step, our sinAilness. The illuminating power may 
come gradually into our minds to display our real 
condition, and so we may remain for a long period 
miserable, on the very confines of comfortable and 
peaceftd confidence in Christ : but God does not leave 
His child in this state of conviction, or He would leave 
hiTTi to despair. In His own time, and in Hia own 
way, He gives relief to the burdened soul, by bestowing 
that faith which enables it to see in Christ the face of a 
sin-pardoning and reconciled God. Cast down, before, 
under a sense of sin, the believer in Jesus is now en- 
abled to look up. He sees that Christ has faithfdlly 
fiilfilled His covenant engagement, and so has earned 
the faithful fulfilment by His Father of all the pro- 
mises made to Him in that covenant. He sees that 
Christ has obeyed the law, and paid the penalty that 
man owed for his transgressions, and, by so doing, has 
furnished him with righteousness^ and removed his 
condemnation. He sees that Christ has died for his 
sins, and risen again foB his justification, and so '^ has 
offered a fall, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation 
and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world," *and, 
believing this, he comes to Christ. He puts forth the 
hand of faith to receive the offered blessing of salvation> 
and then goes on, from that moment, rejoicing in the 

♦ Prajer of Consecratioii. 
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hope which is based upon the finished work of his 
Eedeemer. 

Now, it is in this way that faith acts as the procuring 
cause of justification. The child of God was given to 
Christ from eternity, and long ago Christ obeyed the 
law, and died upon the cross for that child's justifica- 
tion ; but it is only now, by the grace of God, that he 
is enabled to behold, and come, and take the blessing 
which has been purchased for him. All was accom- 
plished that could be done for his salvation while he 
was yet insensible to his high and glorious destiny ; 
but in due time God gives him faith, and by that faith, 
as with a hand put forth, he takes hold of Christ, then 
rests on the promises, and reposes his soul on God, as 
a sin-pardoning and reconciled Father in Christ Jesus. 

This faith, thus bestowed upon the children of God, 
is a fruitful principle, and by its fruit it only can be 
recognised. There is no degree of faith which is un- 
productive ; even the smallest amount of seed sown in 
the soul will germinate, blossom, and bring forth fiTiit ; 
"some an hundred/old^ some sixty/old, some thirty- 
foW^ (Matt. xiii. 8.) As we can only know that we 
are of those who were given to Christ in the absolute 
covenant of redemption by the faith which God bestows 
upon us, so we can only know the genuineness of that 
faith, by its effects upon our minds and conduct. A 
dead faith is fruitless. It leads to no permanent good. 
It neither softens our hearts, nor inspires us with hope. 
But God's faith so worketh by or through love, as to 
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produce in His children sanctified dispositions, a Loly life, 
and an obedient will ; but, in nothing is it more clearly 
to be discerned, than in that sweet assurance of hope 
which enables the believer to go on his way — a weary 
way — ^a rough way — an obstructed way, — rejoicing. 

Now, though faith and assurance are distinct opera- 
tions of the mind — as distinct as the seed is from the 
germ which it produces — ^yet are they so connected, 
that the one cannot exist without a manifestation, in 
some degree, of the other. Faith is the confidence 
which a sinner reposes on the promise of God to pardon 
him for Christ's sake ; and, therefore, if he has this 
confidence, he must have hope. If he has no hope of 
pardon, where is his confidence? Faith, it is true, 
may be given in a measure small as a grain of mustard 
seed, and will, consequently, be productive of a pro- 
portionally small amount of fruit ; yet, the lowest 
possible degree of confidence must inspire the sinner 
with hope. It must lead him to Christ for salvation. 
It must display to him the finished work of his redeemer, 
and, therefore, must give him peace in believing, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost. 

If, then, we find that we have this assurance of hope 
only in a measure so small as to be hardly perceptible, we 
must ascribe it to our littie faith, and it should be our 
anxious prayer, continually urged until we receive a 
gracious answer, ^*Lord increase our faith ; " but if we 
possess it in the lowest degree, though it be small as 
a grain of mustard seed, or even, as in the case of the 
disciples, less perceptible than this, we have reason 
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to rejoice; for it lias been given by God for onr 
salvation, and is the earnest of all blessing. 

But, with hope through Christ, there are also sanc- 
tified afifections, and holy desires brought forth by a 
living faith ; and, he who possesses not this evidence 
of Gbd's presence in his soul, may be assured, that the 
principle within him, call it what he pleaseth, is but 
dead and worthless. Faith worketh. It leads the 
believer to work out his salvation with fear and trem- 
bling, (Phil. ii. 12.) ; to be watchful over his heart, 
and careful how and where he walks. We see how it 
operated on St. Paul, who tells us that he fought, not 
as one who beats the air, but he kept under his body, 
and brought it into subjection ; lest, after he had preached 
to others of salvation, he should possess only the evi- 
dence of an unsanctified heart, an unbelieving mind, 
an unconverted state, and so be in danger of rejection ; 
for he knew the truth of his own words, " We are 
debtors not to the flesh to lice after the fl>esh. For if ye 
Uve after the fleshy ye shall die : but if ye through the 
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.*' 
(Rom. viii, 12—13.) 

The believer is still the occupant of a sinful body, 
and his flesh is ever prone to evil ; but faith leads him 
to wage a constant warfare with himself. The evil 
desires of his heart he controls. The wicked sugges- 
tions of his nature he opposes ; and this he does in 
proportion to &e degree of that blessed principle which 
is bestowed upon him. A feeble resistance to our 
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comiptions, indicates a small advance in the Divine 
life ; and a yielding to the foe by a quiet resting in sin, 
is the most convincing proof, that we conld ask, of a 
want of that principle, the absence of which is death. 
''Faith worketh by love.'' (Gal. v. 6.) " JTe love God, 
because He first loved usy' (1 John iv. 19.) ; and tf 
sense of this love communicated to our hearts by faith, 
leads us to desire, and then to do all that is well 
pleasing to God : *^Ifye love Me,'' says Christ, " keep 
My commandments," (John xiv. 15.) 

Then, reader, let me beseech thee to make thy 
calling and election certain to thine own mind. Be 
not easy until thou hast ascertained whether or not 
thou art a child of God. Hast thou fulfilled the 
conditions of salvation by repenting and believing P 
Is thy faith that living principle — ^that ever-fruitful 
grace of the Spirit — ^that worketh by love to seek 
and do the will of God? If so, thou mayest be 
sure that thou art God's; thou mayest be certain 
that thou art one of those who were given to 
Christ, in the everlasting covenant of redemption ; for 
thou couldest not have this holy principle infrised into 
thy soul, but by God Himself; and God would not 
have given to thee by His Spirit this faith, if thou art 
not dear to Him, and He was not determined to effect 
thy salvation. Be then of good cheer. Comfort thy 
heart, and press on to know the Lord. Go on unto a 
perfect knowledge, an enlarged faith, and a more 
abounding love, and God will add more grace, and 
carry on the work which He has begun in thy soul. 
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THE SANCnnCATION OP HIS GHUBGH OBTAINED 
THBOUGH OUB COVENANT BEDEEBdEB. 



''0 God, whose blessed Son was manifested, that He migHt destroy the 
works of the devil, and make ns the sons of God, and heiis of eternal 
life ; Grant ns, we beseech Thee, that having this hope, we may 
purify onrselTes, even as He is pnre ; that when He shall appear 
again with power and great gloxy, we may be made like unto Him 
in His eternal and glorious kingdom ; where with Thee, Father, 
and Thee, Holy Ghost, He liveth and reigneth, ever one God, 
world without end." Sixth Sunday after Epiphany. 

We have now considered the material parts of the 
scheme which, in the counsels of eternity, was devised 
for man's redemption; and it only remains that we 
wind up the subject with a view of the glorious results, 
present and to come, of this covenant. 

St. Paul, in a striding passage, says, " Christ also 
loved the church, and gave Simself far it; that He 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of toater 
by the word, that He might present it to Himself a 
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing ; hut that it should be holy and withotU blemish*' 
(Eph. y. 25—28.) 
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These words embrace the whole subject we are to 
consider^ as they show what are the purposes of Qod 
in redemption, and the methods by which these 
purposes are accomplished. Christ gave Himself for 
the Churchy that He might sanctify and cleanse it ; 
and then present it, aU glorious, to Himself, free from 
the taint of evil, as a bride prepared for her Husband, 
and fitted to enjoy His presence in that holy place into 
which nothing entereth that defileth, neither worketh 
abomination nor maketh a He. (Rev. xxi. 27.) 

But before we can properly investigate this in- 
teresting portion of our subject, as a preliminary 
inquiry it will be necessary to ascertain what body 
the apostle speaks of as " the Church P " Are we to 
receive the term in its ordinary and common accepta- 
tion, as embracing the whole body of baptized persons, 
usually denominated the visible Church ; or should we 
confine it to the elect Church — ^that body of real 
believers who are, alone, known to GFod as his children, 
and were given to Christ in the covenant of redemption ? 

In order that we may be able to answer these 
questions, we must recall to mind all that is said of the 
present condition of that body, which is denominated 
" the kingdom of God,'' or "the kingdom of heaven," 
and if we do this faithfully, we shall be convinced that 
this Church or kingdom of GNmI, is a muced assembly 
or congregation. 

We discover this state of the Church below, both 
from the declarations of Christ, and by its aspect in all 
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ages. Ghiist, who is its great spiritual head, tells us, 
plainly, what we must expect to perceive when we 
examine its earthly condition. From Him we learn 
that it is far firom being a holy, pure, and spiritual 
body. He compares it to a field in which are growing 
both wheat and tares ; to a net which has inclosed 
many fishes, good and bad ; to a threshing floor on 
which the com and the chaff are mingled; and to 
virgins, wise and foolish, waiting for His advent. 

Now, do we not, at once, perceive that this description 
of the visible Church is correct, when we glance at 
its history, and behold its present aspect P 

Did not God, out of all the people of Israel, reserve 
unto Himself a remnant P (Bom. xi. 45.) But where 
was this remnant all through the early existence of 
the Ohurch P It was mingled with those who were of 
Israel, and yet not the true Israel. (Bom. ix. 6.) 

Here, then, we have a view of the Church militant 
or visible in the earliest times ; and, if we glance at 
its subsequent state, we shall find it exhibiting the 
same mixed character. Is there not abundant evidence 
that the Christian Church, even in the apostolic age, 
was far firom pure P Bead we not of the sad corruptions 
which had crept into the Church at Corinth P (1 Cor. 
V.) Did not St. Paul stand in doubt of many in the 
Church of GalatiaP (Gal. iv. 20.) Were there not 
some members of the Church at Fhilippi who walked 
contrary to their profession, and were enemies of the 
cross of Christ P (Phil. iii. 18.) And, to shorten this 
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sad history^ see we not in the Church of Sardis, death 
in the guise of life? (Rev. iii. 1.) all which proves, 
clearly and incontestibly that, even in the times of the 
apostles, the tares grew side by side with the wheat, 
and the Gospel net had brought to land many fishes, 
good and bad; it proves that the Church was far 
from being spotless, pure, and spiritual ; and that the 
congregation was a mixed multitude of nominal and 
real believers — of men who had a living name, though 
still dead in trespasses and sins, mingled with others 
bom from above — ^living stones in the spiritual building 
of which Christ is the comer-stone. 

As this was the condition of the Church in all ages, 
we are not warranted to expect a better now; and 
not until the advent of Christ can there be a change. 
The tares must grow with the wheat imtil the harvest ; 
when the reapers will go forth to separate the one 
from the other. (Matt. xiii. 41.) The net must hold 
the bad fishes as well as the good, until the judgment 
day. (Matt. xiii. 47 — 51.) The com must Ue mingled 
with the chaff upon the threshing floor, until He comes 
whose fan is in His hand, to gather the wheat into 
Bis gamer, and bum up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire. (Luke iii. 17.) It is not the revealed purpose of 
God that, in the present dispensation. His Church 
shall be free from human corruption ; and, therefore, 
though we may sigh over the defects we see, and wish 
to constmct a spiritual household, by separating the 
. holy from the vile, our wishes and efforts must be vain. 
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As long as the Churcli remains militant, it mnst be 
imperfect, and contain within its fold numerous wolves 
in sheeps' clothing, and many who are the enemies of 
Christ. We may pant like the hart for a pure stream, 
in which to quench our thirst, but must still drink 
from turbid fountains. We may be watchful and 
careM in the admission of members to Church com- 
munion, and strict in our supervision of the flock, to 
correct any evil we may detect, but we must fail in 
obtaioing a pure, spiritual Church, because it is God*s 
will, for wise purposes, that it shall not exist now. 
This is His plan, and no human wisdom, foresight, or 
vigilance, can improve it. It has been the condition 
of the Church from the beginning, and it will be so 
until the end ; for, not until the Lord comes, will He 
present unto Himself a glorious Church, having neither 
spot, nor wrinkle, nor any such thing — a Church, holy 
and without blemish. 

Then, as the visible Church is a mixed assemblage 
of wise and foolish virgins, we cannot suppose that, 
when St. Paul speaks of Christ's care of His people, ia 
His efforts to prepare them for glory. His remarks apply, 
indiscriminately, to all who compose that body. We 
cannot, for one moment, believe that it is of the tares 
and of the chaff that He speaks, when He says, Christ 
loved the Church, and gave Himself for it, that He 
might sanctify and cleanse it, in order to its being pre- 
sented unto Himself a glorious Church ; for, as Christ 
knew from the beginning those who are His, so, like- 
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wise, He knew those who are not His, and could 
distinguish the one from the other ; which He does, in 
that beantifdl prayer He offered up to God for His 
Church, shortly before His crucifixion, wherein He 
draws the line of demarcation between his own blood- 
bought family, and those who were not His own, in 
these words: '^Father'* ^* I have manifested Thy name 
unto the men which Thou gaveat me out of the world: 
TThine they were, and Thou gavest them Me ; and they 
have kept Thy Word.'' — " I pray for them: I pray not 
for the world, but for them which Thou hast given Me; 
for they are Thine. And all Mine are Thine, and Thine 
are Mine; and I am glorified in them." — ^^ Father, IwiU 
that they also, whom ITmu hast given Me, be with Me 
where lam; that they may behold My glory.'' (Johnxvii.) 
Now, in this prayer Christ intercedes only for His 
elect. He prays not for the tares and the chaff which 
are mingled with the wheat in the visible Church, for 
it could not be said of wicked professors that they had 
kept God's Word, or that they shall be with Christ in 
glory. Christ says, clearly, I pray not for them, 
but for those who were given unto Me ; of whom he 
elsewhere says, "All that the Father giveth Me shall 
come to Me." (John vi. 37.) "-% Father, which 
ga/ve them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able 
to pluck them out of My Father's hand." (John x. 29.) 
" And this is the Father^ s will which hath sent Me, that 
of all which He hath given Me I should lose nothing, but 
should raise it up again at the last day." (John vi. 39.) 
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Seeing that the term '' Church" in the above pas« 
sage embraces only those members of the visible body 
of professing Christians, who are really the children of 
God by faith bestowed upon them, we may proceed to 
consider the nature of that sanctification^ which God 
has provided for this, His adopted family, in the 
covenant of redemption. 

We have seen that Christ has atoned for the sins of 
His Church; but this was not all that He accomplished; 
for He gave Himself that He might sanctify it ; and 
this sanctiiication is that gradual purification and 
cleansing, which takes place in the souls of God's 
children — ^that growth in the Divine likeness — ^that 
progress in holiness which is effected by the power of 
the Holy Ghost, daily going on within them — and is 
the witness of the Spirit with their spirits, that they 
are the sons of God. 

We know that, by the obedience of Christ in His 
life and death, the sinner is justified ; and that through 
faith, as by an instrument, his justification is realized 
or appropriated to the full assurance of hope : but here 
ends not the work of God in man's salvation, for, not- 
withstanding the benefits received through Christ, the 
Holy Spirit must begin, and carry on His peculiar 
work of sanctification, whereby the sinner is transformed 
into a saint ; that which is defiled is cleansed ; the 
unholy is made holy, and the soul is gradually, though 
not totally, freed from the remains of its worldly, 
carnal, sensual and grovelling affections. 
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There is a tendency in the teaching of some Chris- 
tians, to confound justification with sanctification; but 
the scripture makes a wide and marked separation 
between these two states. By justification our sins are 
remitted, and we are regarded, for Christ's sake, as 
those who have never sinned, and, consequently, as freed 
from condemnation. But, notwithstanding this, our 
nature still requires cleansing. Old things must pass 
away. There is much corruption remaining in God's 
justified children which must be removed, and this 
work the Holy Spirit is now present in the Church 
to carry on, and perfect. 

If we demand the proof of this, we have only to 
inqiiire of God's people everywhere, and we shall hear 
them deplore the evil of their nature, even while 
rejoicing in the hope set before them. What says 
David, " Wdsh me throughly from mine iniquity y and 
cleanse msfrom my sin — Create in me a clean hearty O 
God, and renew a right spirit within meJ* (Ps, li. 2, 10.) 
Hear the penitent Job's confession, " / ahhor myself 
in dust and ashes" (Job xlii. 6.) Listen to St. Paul's 
humble statement of his case : "/n me, (that is, in my 
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing." (Rom. vii. 18.) ** I 
am carnal, sold under sin. (Rom. vii. 14.) " O 
wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from this 
body of death ? " (Rom. vii. 24.) 

To this degraded condition, every man living is 
reduced ; and there is not one who may not, moment 
by moment, with sincerity and truth, exclaim, " Ood 
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be merciful to me a sinner J^ Let any child of God take 
and examine the actions of one day, in the light of the 
law, and he will be ready to hide his head in the dust, be- 
cause of his manifest corruption. He will see how mise- 
rably cold are his affections to God and man, how hard 
is his heart, how rebellious is his will, how worldly 
are his desires, how diminutive is his faith, and how 
carnal are his appetites, tastes, and inclinations; so 
that, without including many acts of sin, as anger, 
covetuousness, and sensuality, of which all are too 
often guilty, these proofs of his still unsanctified nature, 
must rise up and condemn him. 

Now, all this iniquity is contrary to God's will, and 
the opposite of that spiritual nature which He desires 
His people to possess ; therefore, from this their natural 
state, they must arise. Their whole inner man must 
be made fit for heaven, ere heaven will admit them 
within its sacred precincts. 

When the child of God is justified, he can do nothing 
to increase the efficacy of this gift ; for when clothed 
in the righteousness of Christ, his righteousness is 
complete ; but in holiness he must advance from glory 
to glory. Righteousness is conformity to the law, 
therefore it can have no degrees ; for if it be less than 
perfect it ceases to be right, and more than perfect it 
cannot be; while, on the contrary, holiness or con- 
formity to the Divine image is more or less perfect, as 
we approach in resemblance to God. We can go on 
in holiness^ as in knowledge, unto perfection — ^never 
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perfect here^ but ever adyancing towards that perfection 
which> in glory, every saint shall reach, and whi(^ 
tiiere is reason to believe, will enhance the happiness 
of his fdtore state in proportion to its progress now. 

It is holiness which enlarges our capacity for happi* 
ness. The nearer we approach God in our earthly 
nature, the nearer shall we be to Him in our heavenly 
nature ; and the more ample will be the draughts of 
bliss which we shall drink at the very fountain of joy. 

But whatever may be the effect of present sanctifi- 
cation upon our future happiness, of this we are certain, 
that the one state of God's children is a forerunner of 
the other. The imperfect sanctiEcation of the Church 
here, ends in its perfect holiness hereafter. 

However much we may deplore the defects which we 
observe in the Church collectively, and in ourselves 
individually now, the time is coming when all these 
shall be removed ; when there shall be no more divi- 
sions and separations, and when all the heart-burnings 
and angry feelings which these schisms foment, shall 
pass away with them. T^en, shall we all see eye to eye. 
Then, difficulties which now beset our path shall be re- 
moved, and our feet advance with fearless step in the way 
of heavenly knowledge. Then, shall we be free from 
those inner corruptions, which now war against our 
peace. Then, shall there be no struggle more between 
the flesh and sanctified will, for both shall be pure, 
and equally disposed to holiness. When Christ 
Cometh, He will advance as a bridegroom to receive 
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His sponsey who shall be presented to Him as a pure 
yirgin ; and though now we see both in ourselves and 
in the Church much of evil, and behold how slowly we 
rise up to a better state, then shall be folly realised the 
promise, it shall be presented unto Him a glorious 
Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, 
but holy and without blemish. 

It is quite as difficult for the mind to imagine such 
a state of moral perfection, as it is to understand the 
quality and degree of that elevation which our bodies 
shall reach, when they shall be changed, and spiritu- 
alized, and glorified; but, both in his moral and 
corporeal condition, man shall be perfect. Both body 
and soul are in God's hands to be prepared for Him- 
self. He can wash defiled man, and make him white 
as snow; and so, capacitate him for that dignified state 
which he, as part of the Church, shall occupy in that New 
Jerusalem, which cometh down from God; and He 
can raise his poor degraded dust from the earth with 
which it is mingled, to a condition of incomprehensible 
glory, excellence, and power. Then, united, the souls 
and bodies of His people shall be presented spotless 
unto Christ ; then, all the defilement which they have 
contracted during their passage through the world 
shall vanish ; and {hen, will be sung that song which 
John heard, "As ittcere the vaiceofagreat muUitiuie, and 
as the voice of many waters^ and as the voice of mighty 
thunderingSy saying ^ Alleluia^ for the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigneth. Let us be glad and r^'oice, and give 
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honour to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 
and His wife hath made herself ready. (Rev. xix. 6^ 7.) 

Then, reader, if tkou dost hope that thou art justi- 
fied through the merits of Jesus, determine to seek, 
while here, for the highest attainment in sanctifica- 
tion which thou canst reach. Self-examination will 
expose the defects in thy moral character which 
require to be corrected, and inform thee what 
graces of the Spirit are still deficient. Take God's 
word, and try thy state by it. Thou thinkest 
that the Holy Ghost has wrought a good work 
in thy soul, and thou hast the evidence of that 
work in thy feelings, thy sentiments, and thy con- 
duct ; but dost thou observe the finiit of the Spirit, — 
love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, and temperance ? If so, thou mayest 
believe that God has bestowed upon thee the Holy 
Ghost to sanctify, and prepare thy soul for that glory 
to which thou shalt come in due time. 

Seek, then, the highest attainments. Seek to grow 
in grace. Thou must not stand still, but go onward 
unto perfection. The race that is set before thee thou 
must run with patience, if thou wouldst reach the 
prize. Thy Christian life is a warfare in which thou 
art called to fight as a good soldier ; all the way con- 
quering, at every step, the ground on which thy foot 
is standing. Satan must be vanquished. Thy cor- 
ruptions must be subdued. The world must be dis- 
comfited ; or these, thine enemies, will conquer thee, 
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and lead thy sonl captive at their will. Bemember^ 
if thou art justified by Christ — if thy redemptioii is 
purchased by Hitw with His blood — thou art not thine 
own, but bought with a price, and shouldest, " there- 
fore, glorify God in your body and in your spirit which are 
God's:' (1 Cor. vi. 20.) Then do so ; and if in thine 
own strength thou dost find that nothing thou canst 
do, and, ttierefore, dost desire heavenly aid, God will 
give thee help from on high. It is His will that His 
children shall be holy, and holy He will make them, 
that He may present them unto Himself a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
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CHAPTEK XXin, 



THE WITNESS OF THE SPHOT TO THE BELIEVER'S 
UNION WITH HIS COVENANT REDEEMER. 



*' God, who didst teach the hearts of Thy faithful people, by the 
sending to them the light of Thy Holy Spirit ; Grant ns by the 
same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore 
to rejoice in His holy comfort; through the merits of Christ 
Jesus our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with Thee, in the 
unity of the same Spirit, one God, world without end." 

Whit'Sunda^. 

I AM now about to close flie subject which I under- 
took to elucidate, but before its final dismissal^ I have 
somewhat to say to the reader who has kindly perused 
these pages, upon the important question of his own 
interest in our covenant Eedeemer and His work. 

To be a son of God — a child of the Highest — ^is the 
greatest honour and privilege which even Jehovah 
can bestow upon man. Many blessings have been 
conferred upon us, but this one exceeds them all. A 
thinking man must, then, sometimes find himself en- 
gaged in examining his position relative to God ; and 
the anxious question which he puts to himself is^ 
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** how know I that I «m God^s child ? I hear of the 
sons of God as persons distinct from other men ; have 
I the distinguishing marks which will satisfy me that 
I am one of these ? " Header, if this is the serious and 
sincere inquiry of thy anxious soul, listen to the 
€tnswer which the word of God gives thee, *' As many 
m are led by the spirit of God, they are the sons of 
GodJ' (Biom. viii, 14.) " The Spirit beareth witness 
with our spirit that we are the children of GodJ* 
(Horn, viii. 16.) 

Now, these declarations of scripture leave much to 
be inferred. We are not told anything of the nature 
of the work which the Spirit carries on, but that we 
must ascertain from other portions of God*s word in 
which His Divine operation is mentioned at large. 

But, before we enter upon this topic, there are two 
statements mentioned in these passages which must be 
well pondered, ^e we can fully understand the 
meaning of the whole declaration. Mention is made 
of a certain Person as the acting power in our spiritud 
progress. We see that nothing is said of our own 
strength — our own imaided efforts — our own personal 
achievements, as the power by which we are brought to 
God ; but it is the Spirit of God— the Holy Spirit — 
who is particularly pointed out as acting upon us, and 
helping us onward in our heaven- ward journey. 

Again, we observe that the leading of the Spirit is 
the evidence that we are the sons of God ; and this it 
is important to note : for leading is a continuous action, 
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and not one impulse, (as may be supposed by some, is 
given to the soul in baptism, and by others in con- 
version ;) but a power which goes on operating as a 
guiding hand all through our i^iritual life. 

Now, it is necessary that we should well weigh these 
two important facts here stated ; for many, entirely 
overlooking the appointed work of the Holy Ghosts 
put their trust too much in their own power to resist sin, 
and walk tqiiightly before God. They think that they 
have suf&cient strength of purpose to enable them to 
continue the faithfdl soldiers and servants of Christ 
unto their lives' end. They have no fear of falling 
into sin, seeing that they have been well instructed in 
the ways of good men, and are strongly armed, by 
their innate admiration of virtue, against the assaults of 
any ordinary temptations: while there are others who 
rest satisfied with their baptism or their conversion ; 
supposing that, when the Spirit acted upon them at 
those times. He gave them an impulse which would 
be sufficient to carry them on to heaven without any 
further aid; and, therefore, they have thought no 
more about His leading since. 

Now, in the test of our sonship which God has given 
us, we find these two errors are met ; for we see, first, 
that the power which God exerts in our spiritual edu- 
cation is the Spirit ; and, secondly, that tiie work He 
carries on in the soul is progressive. 

When our Lord ascended, He sent the Holy Ghost 
to be in the world, specially and personally to abide 
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with us for ever; and it is by His Divine power 
operating upon onr souls that we are enlightened, and 
sanctified, and strengthened, and upheld, and prepared 
for God*s presence in glory ; which work, when begun, 
is continually going on in the soul. Step by step the 
Spirit carries ttie believer onward. He takes up His 
abode in his heart. He converts what was a sink of 
iniquity into His temple, and by this consecration 
makes it a holy habitation, where He dwells to guide 
and direct the thoughts, desires, and actions of Gtod's 
child, until He brings him safely to His home. 

Having now seen that it is God the Spirit who 
worketh in us, and that He is doing so continually, 
leading on the soul to godliness and to God, I shall 
proceed to point out the work which He especially 
carries on, and endeavour to discover in what respect 
and manner He bears witness to our sonship. 

There are two states in which men are always 
found, the state of nature and the state of grace, — one 
being a condition of rebellion mi death, the other of 
reconciliation and life ; as it is written, " To be 
carnally minded is death, but to be spiritualli/ minded is 
life and peace, became the carnal mind is enmity against 
Godr (Rom. viii. 6, 7.) 

The natural man is led by his carnal instincts, pas- 
sions, and feelings, in all his conduct. We see, 
indeed, many varieties in the characters of men. We 
find every degree of moral development and dispo- 
sition exhibited, &om the highest standard of virtue to 
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the lowest condition of vice, but yet in every case the 
mind is led by its own carnal will, and any difPerence 
we observe is to be ascribed to natural temperament, 
education, social position, or degrees of temptation. 
In all, the natural heart is alike, and the degrees of 
virtuous thought or feeling it exhibits are merely acci- 
dental, — they are caused by the peculiar circum- 
stances of each individual, and not by any direct 
operation of the Spirit in His sanctifying power. 

But the man thus led only by his own natural will, 
and carnal appetites, may become so changed as to 
submit himself entirely to the will of God, and to the 
leading of the Spirit; and it is this new condition 
of the soul which St. Paul alleges as the evidence of 
our sonship. 

Now, if it be true, as I said, that it is not to the 
first impulse which the soul receives, or to any past 
impressions and feelings, that we should look for the 
proof of our spiritual state, and from which we should 
draw any comfort, then, in searching for evidence to 
prove our relationship to God, we must examine our 
progress in that spiritual education which the soul is 
receiving in this world to prepare it for the next ; and, 
therefore, the inquirer may ask himself, am I walking 
like a person who is led by the Holy Spirit in my 
heaven- ward pilgrimage? Am I growing? Am I 
going on P Am I running the race that is set before 
me P Am I getting stronger and stronger P Am I 
ever watchful — ever armed for conflict with my 
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lusts— ever warring a good warfare against all cor- 
ruption and corrupting influences P For if we are led by 
the Spirit, we shall possess this evidence of His work 
in our souls in a greater or less degree. 

But there are three lessons which the Holy Spirit 
more especially teaches the child of God, and by 
which he witnesses : and these are, repentance, faith, 
and obedience. 

The first step in the Divine life is the broken and 
contrite heart. Christ's redemption has sinners for its 
object; but no man seeks Christ until he feels the 
want of a Redeemer, and no man can have this want 
imtil he knows and bewails his sinful state. 

This sense of sin is the humble condition of soul to 
which the child of God is first brought by the Spirit, 
who comes as a light in a dark place to show the sin- 
ner — before insensible of his state, and, perhaps, proud 
of his standing — ^that he is poor, miserable, corrupt, 
and abominable ; that his soul is tainted with sin ; 
that he is hateful to God ; that his righteousness is a 
filthy garment ; and that, in his flesh there dwelleth no 
good thing. 

Following this work which He has commenced in 
the soul of God's child, the Holy Spirit now leads on 
the penitent to take hold of Christ by faith. He 
shows him, first, his danger, and then points out the 
Deliverer to whom the alarmed sinner flies for safety. 
He finds that he is guilty ; but when the Spirit takes 
of the things of Christ, and shows them unto him^ he 
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goes to Him for pardon. He commits his sin- 
burdened soul to His protection, and then finds peace 
in believing. 

And, now, the child is willing and anxious to obey 
his heavenly Father, and serve Him with fidelity. 
The will of Gk>d becomes his will ; the law of God his 
rule ; and the Divine precepts his authority. Yet this 
must be accompanied by a stem conflict, while the 
flesh and the Spirit are in opposition to each other ; 
which will be, so long as the living soul is burdened 
with its body of death. 

Now, to this condition the Spirit first brings the 
child of God, and then, onward as he advances in the 
Divine life, is he led by the same Spirit to a more per- 
fect state ; and, as was before observed, it is to this 
progression in knowledge and sanctification that we 
must look for the evidence of our sonship, rather than 
to any first impressions, or previous powerful con- 
victions. 

The natural condition of our existence is progress. 
We can never stand still. We are either advancing 
in opposition to God, or in likeness to God. There is 
no resting place in the spiritual journey. The soul 
will be either going forward or backward. As a 
building must be carried on to completion or it will 
assuredly decay, so must the soul keep advancing on 
toward perfection, or its graces will decline and 
perish. If we are standing still, where is the evidence 
of our sonship P ^^ For as many as are led by the Spirit 
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of Gody they are the sons of God" If we see not in 
our daily progress the leading of the Spirit to higher 
and higher degrees of godliness, love, obedience, and 
every grace, we lack the proof of sonship. We have 
no right to suppose that we are Christians if we do not 
perceive the work of the Spirit in our soul constantly 
going on ; and every one who does not see this may 
begin, once more, to ask — Am I a child of God ? Is 
my conversion a reality or a delusion ? Have I not 
been deceiving myself P 

The believer, it is true, may relapse into a state of 
coldness, and may even sadly bedksHde into the paths 
of sin. In the spiritual warfare the flesh may, at 
times, prevail, and then the grieved Spirit will suspend 
His efforts, and leave the soul to follow its carnal de- 
sires; so that for a season there may be no struggle 
between the ever-contrary principles of a gracious 
Spirit and a fallen and corrupted flesh. But, sooner 
or later, if the work of the Spirit has commenced in 
the soul, it will, by God's grace, be resumed and car- 
ried on. The backslider will be arrested in his down- 
ward course, and, like David, he will be brought out 
of the mire of sin, to that humble and contrite state 
which God will not despise. Yet, while allowing that 
the child of God may fall, we must still maintain that 
the proof of our sonship is our progress in that spiri- 
tual education which is to fit us for a spiritual 
existence in glory, for '' as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." 
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Haying seen that it is by the operation of the Holy 
Ghost, and His progressive action, that He gives tes- 
timony to onr sonship, I beg attention to my third 
point, in which I shall attempt to explain how 
the Spirit beareth witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and, as such, heirs of the promise. 

In a remarkable passage of Scripture we find this 
work of grace which we have been considering 
described as the sealing of the Spirit, and the earnest 
of our inheritance. To the Ephesians St. Paul says, 
^^ After ye believed, ye were sealed with the holy 
Spirit of promise, which m the earnest of our inherit 
tance until the redemption of the promised possession^* 
(Ep. i. 13, 14.) The operation of the Spirit is called 
sealing, because it is the mark which God stamps 
upon His children to assure them that they are His. 
As an agreement when sealed is established, so, when 
God gives His Spirit to enlighten and to sanctify the 
soul, He, thereby, confirms and establishes His cove- 
nant promises. When Abraham received the seal of 
circumcision, it was an assurance, on God's part, of His 
faithM fulfilment of the promise that in his seed all 
the families of the earth should be blessed ; and, in 
like manner, when God seals with the Spirit of promise 
His justified children. He, thereby, ratifies, confirms, 
and establishes His word, so that, when they behold 
that seal in their growing graces, they are assured 
of their adoption and salvation, and therefore may 
rejoice in the hope set before them. 
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But, this work of the Spirit is more than a seal, for 
we are told that it is " the earnest of our inheritance^* 
until the ftill, complete redemption of all the children 
of God who are His purchased possession. 

An earnest is that first portion of a payment which 
is given as a pledge of the remainder, to assure the re- 
cipient that, as certainly as the one part is paid, the full 
debt will be liquidated. Now, as the Spirit is the ear- 
nest of our inheritance — the first fruit of the harvest 
of glory we shall reap hereafter — ^His work should be 
regarded as an assurance given to the believer of his 
inheritance in heaven; for, as the first fruits were 
pledges to the Jews of the ensuing crop, and as he who 
receives an earnest may expect the ftdl debt to be paid, 
or the agreement to be made good, when the person 
who gives it is honest and faithful; so the graces 
wrought in the soul by the Spirit are the pledges of 
that abundance of joy which the children of God shall 
partake of in glory. These first fruits or earnest are 
a portion of the inheritance they shall possess in full 
when their redemption is accomplished— when their 
dust is raised, and body and soul are brought safely to 
glory. 

Then, if this is true — ^if the Spirit is the seal and 
earnest of our inheritance, do thou, oh ! reader, seek 
for this comforting assurance of thy sonship. Best 
not satisfied with thy state until thou hast the evidence 
of thy title to heaven in the Spirit's work within thy 
heart ; and when this thou hast, thou mayest take 
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comfort therefrom, being confident that He who has 
begun a good work within thee, will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ Thou mayest be only a 
babe in grace, yet if thou hast but one spark of 
Divine life in thy soul, that spark has been kindled by 
God, and is given thee as the seal of thy adoption, 
and the first fruit of an abundant harvest of bliss. If 
thou hast this earnest, let the evidence of the Spirit's 
work, witnessing within thee that thou art a child of 
God, comfort thy heart throughout thy heavenward 
way. If thou hast but little grace, be thankful for that 
which is given ; yet rest not satisfied with so small a 
measure. Seek for more and more of the Spirit if it 
be thy wish to possess here an increasing foretaste of 
the happiness thou* shalt enjoy hereafter, and let this 
be the burden of thy prayer, in the words of St. 
Augustine : " Now, O holy Spirit, love of God, who 
" proceedest from the Almighty Father and His most 
" blessed Son, powerful advocate and sweetest com- 
" forter, infuse Thy grace and presence plentifully into 
" my heart ; lighten the dark comers of this neglected 
" dwelling, and scatter there Thy cheerful beams ; 
" dwell in that soul which longs to be Thy temple ; 
" water that barren soil overgrown with weeds and 
" briars, and lost for want of cultivating, and make it 
" fruitful with Thy dew from heaven. Heal the lurk- 
" ing distempers of my inward man ; strike me 
" through with the dart of Thy love, and kindle holy 
" fires in my breast, such as may fiame out in a bright 
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" and devout zeal ; actuate and enliven tiie heavy 
^' mass ; bum up all the dross of sensual affections^ 
*' and, diffusing themselves through every part, possess, 
*' and purify, and warm my whole spirit, and soul, and 
"body. 

" Make me to drink of tlie spiritual pleasures as out 
*^ of a river (Ps. xxxvi. 8), and let Thy heavenly 
" sweetness so correct my palate as to leave no 
" desire — no relish for the gross, unhealthful fulsome- 
" ness of worldly delights. Judge me^ Lord^ and 
" defend my came against the ungodly people. Teach 
" me to do the thing that pleaseth Thee, for Thou art 
" my Ood. (Ps. xliii. 1 — cxliii. 10.) I believe that 
" in whomsoever Thou dwellest, the Father and Son 
" do likewise come, and inhabit that breast ; and oh ! 
" happy is that breast which is honoured with so 
" glorious — so Divine a guest, in whose company the 
" Father and the Son always come, and take up their 
" abode ! O that it may please Thee to come to me, 
" Thou kindest comforter of mourning souls. Thou 
" mighty defence in distresses, and ready help in time of 
" need. Come, Thou purger of all inward pollutions, 
" and healer of spiritual wounds. Come Thou strength 
" of the feeble, and raiser of them that fall. Come 
" Thou putter down of the proud, and teacher of the 
'^ meek and humble. Come Thou father of the father- 
" less, and just avenger of desolate widows. Come, 
" come Thou hope of ^e poor, and refreshment of 
'' them that languish and faint. Come Thou star and 
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" guide of them that sail in this tempestuous sea of 
" the world, Thou only haven of the tost and 
" shipwrecked. Come Thou glory and crown of the 
" living, and only safeguard of the dying. Come Soli/ 
" Spirit, in mercy come, make me fit to receive Thee, 
'* and condescend to my infirmities, that my meanness 
'* may not be disdained by Thy greatness, nor my 
" weakness by Thy strength. All which I beg for the 
" sake of Jesus Christ, my only Saviour, who in the 
" unity of Thee Holy Spirit, liveth and reigneth 
" with the Father, One God, world without end. 
'' Amen/' 
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Opinions of the Press. 

"This work will excite attention, and be the groundwork of much 
discussion. We recommend the Essay of Mr. "Winblow as a thoughtful 
composition, penned in a Christian spirit, and with a fitting good taste 
on a seriously important question." — Morning Herald. 

" Mr. WiNSLOw writes with spirit. We think he has shown great 
ingenuity in his attempts to prove his position.*' — Clerical Journal. 

" It is a long time since we have met with any book upon the subject 
of prophetic interpretation so thoroughly earnest and original. We 
say, without the slightest hesitation, that Mr. WinsloVs Treatise 
deserves the utmost consideration.'' — BeWs Weekly Messenger, 

" No one can read this volume, without feeling a high regard for 
the Author — ^without admiring the personal piety, the earnest desire to 
ascertain and proclaim the truth, and the patient research and eminent 
talents which are visible in every page." — Morning Advertiser. 

" The mysterious prophecies of the Book of Revelation are explained 
seriatim by the learned Author. New views are stated and argued 
in a reverent and temperate spirit, every way befitting the solemn and 
important theme. A vigorous and graceful style, manly sense, 
moderation of opinion, and, above all, an earnest and devout spirit, are 
some of the many recommendations of this unpretending, but most 
valuable, contribution to the religious literature of the day." — Morning 
Post. 
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'^ Dr. WiMBLOw, whatever may be thought of his hypothesis, writes 
in a scholarlike manner, which may assure him a respectful reading."* — 
The Christian Times. 

^^ A new theory of the Revelation involves such a tissue of rant and 
absurdity to our anticipation, that to find one in Israel in the Apocalypse, 
which not only does not shock the imagination of the most pru- 
dent thinker, but actually commands his attention by the deamess 
of its views, and the sober sense of its arguments, is an event in these 
days, little short of a literary phenomenon. No existing theory of the 
Apocalypse has been so judiciously worked out, has been urged by 
more powerful arguments, or bears upon the face of it less appearance 
of forcing the text than this of Dr. Winblow. It is well worth the 
attention of every student of the Bible or of prophecy. The book is 
written in a dear and manly style, without a partide of the sophistry, 
the false reasoning, and the constant violation of the most obvious 
meaning of texts, which disfigure almost all the works on the subject." 
— Morning Chronicle. 

" Written in a spirit of becoming reverence, and not disfigured by 
those presumptuous and startling hypotheses which we have had so 
frequently to notice in similar publications." — The Critic. 

" Dr. Winblow enters on the field of prophecy with the best possible 
motives, and not without some experience of its difficulties." — The 
Literary Churchman. 

" Sincere convictions and mature consideration are the claims he puts 
forth, for a patient hearing and an impartial judgment. These, doubt- 
less, will not be denied to a writer who appears under such circumstances 
as Dr. WmsLOw, notwithstanding the somewhat startling novelties he 
promulgates." — The Literary Gazette. 

"Dr. WiNSLOw's book is written in a most Christian spirit." — 
Evangelical Magazine, 

" Mr. Winblow thinks that the history of the Jews is the true key to 
the mysteries of the Revelation. The idea is very ingeniously carried 
out, and we feel a respect for the acuteness of the writer.** — Journal of 
Sacred Literature. 
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